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AIS  Awards— 1953 

DYKES  MEDAL 

Originator  Votes 

. Orville  Fay . 115 

Runners  Up 

Desert  Song . .  Orville  Fay .  31 

Char-Maize . David  Lyon  .  24 

Pink  Formal . Tell  Muhlestein .  23 


l  ariety 
Truly  Yours 


70 


MORGAN  AWARD 

Caesar  s  Brother . F.  C.  Morgan . 

Runner  Up 

Tropic  Night . F.  C.  Morgan .  22 

CAPARNE  AWARD 

Beauty  Spot . Walter  Marx .  17 

Runners  Up 

Blazon . Walter  Welch .  16 

Keepsake . Paul  Cook .  15 

MARY  SWORDS  DEBAILLON  AWARD 

Violet  Ray . Caroline  Dormon .  13 

Runners  Up 

Saucy  Minx . Caroline  Dormon .  7 

The  Khan . Caroline  Dormon .  7 

AWARD  OF  MERIT 


Variety 

Originator 

Votes 

Mary  Randall . 

. Orville  Fay . 

. 160 

Ballerina . 

. David  Hall  . 

.  95 

Thotmes  III . 

. R.  E.  Kleinsorge . 

.  88 

Cloud  Cap . 

. Ered  DeForest  . 

.  85 

Solid  Gold . 

. R.  E.  Kleinsorge . 

.  73 

Gold  Sovereign . 

.  72 

Port  Wine . 

.  71 

Tranquility . 

.  70 

Northwestern . 

.  69 

Maytime . 

.  67 

Prospector . 

.  65 

Ebony  Echo . 

.  64 

Runners  Up 

Party  Dress . 

.  63 

Technicolor . 

. Agnes  Whiting . 

.  62 

Dolly  Varden . 

. David  Hall . 

.  61 

Ouechee . 

.  58 
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White  Ruffles . Car]  Taylor . 

Apricot  Glory . Tell  Muhlestein  .. 

Raspberry  Ribbon . Robert  Schreiner 

Ruth . Robert  Innes  .  .  . 

Helen  McKenzie . Robert  Graves  .  , 

Leading  Lady . R.  L.  Lyell . 

Twilight  Sky . Orville  Fay . 

Black  Hills . Orville  Fay . 

Bellerive . Clifford  Benson  , 

All  others  received  less  than  50  votes 


Variety 

Ruffled  Organdy.  . 
Frances  Craig.  .  . 
Senorita  lisa. 

First  Violet . 

A1  Borak . 

Great  Day . 

Memories . 

Defiance . 

Kiki . 

Surrender . 

Cinnamon  Toast. 
Ivory  Supreme.  .  . 
Queen’s  Taste.  .  .  . 

Top  Flight . 

Canadaway . 

Bright  Hour . 

Dancing  Deb .... 

Patrician . 

Sky  Above . 

Blue  Steel . 

Cherry  Falls . 

Copper  Medallion 
Royal  Sovereign . 
Cliffs  of  Dover.  . 

Foxfire . 

Fuchsia . 

Prairie  Jewel.  .  .  . 

Sugar  Plum . 

Wide  Awake.  .  .  . 
Blue  Serene . 


HONORABLE  MENTION 
Tall  Bearded 

Originator 

. Edward  Brenan  .  .  . 

. Tom  Craig  . 

. Guy  Rogers . 

. Fred  DeForest  .  .  .  , 

. Fred  DeForest  .  .  .  , 

. Chet  Tompkins  .  .  .  . 

. H.  E.  Sass . 

. Chet  Tompkins  .  .  . 

. . Dr.  Robert  Graves 

. Chet  Tompkins  .  .  . 

. H.  E.  Sass . 

. Carl  Carpenter  .  .  . 

. Geddes  Douglas  .  . 

. David  Hall . 

. L.  W.  Cousins  .... 

. Geddes  Douglas  .  . 

. Chet  Tompkins  .  .  . 

. .  H.  F.  Hall . 

. Paul  Cook . 

. Mrs.  Irving  Fraim 

. Geddes  Douglas  .  . 

. Robert  Schreiner  . 

.  .  . . Mrs.  Jean  Stevens  . 

. Orville  Fay . 

. E.  R.  Fox . 

. David  Hall . 

. H.  E.  Sass . 

. Mrs.  Miriam  Corey 

. E.  G.  Lapham  .... 

. Jesse  Wills . 


56 

56 

54 

53 

53 

52 

52 

51 

50 


Votes 
.  .  49 
.  .  46 
.  .  38 
.  .  36 
.  .  32 
.  .  29 
.  .  28 
.  .  25 
.  .  23 
.  .  22 
.  .  21 
.  .  20 
.  .  20 
.  .  20 
.  .  19 
.  .  17 
.  .  17 
.  .  17 
.  .  17 
.  .  16 
.  .  16 
.  .  16 
.  .  16 
.  .  15 
.  .  15 
.  .  15 
.  .  15 
.  .  15 
.  .  15 
.  .  14 
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Blue  Tinsel . 

Dawn  Pink . 

Engraved . 

June  Sunlight . 

Blue  Parakeet . 

Butterfly  Blue . 

Cathedral  Bells 

Midcontinent . 

Bronze  Symphony. 

Royal  Wish . 

Soft  Answer . 


George  Dubes . 

Mrs.  Betty  Nesmith  . 

Tom  Craig . 

Robert  McCormick  .  , 

Don  Waters  . 

Orville  Fay . . 

M.  D.  Wallace . 

Mrs.  Agnes  Whiting  . 
Mrs.  Douglas  Pattison 

Luke  Norton  . . 

Jesse  Wills . . 


14 

14 

14 

14 

13 

13 

13 

13 

12 

12 

12 


All  other  received  less  than  12  votes  with  the  exception  of  the  follow¬ 
ing:  Happy  Birthday,  Limelight,  Temple  Bells,  Palomino,  Sable  Night 
and  Inca  Chief.  These  varieties  have  already  received  the  award  and 
are  therefore  not  eligible. 


Other  Than  Tall  Bearded 


Variety 

Bayou  Glory . 

Strutting  Canary.  . 
Sarah  Gladney. . . 
Southern  Accent.  . 

Acacia . 

Miss  Lake  Charles 

Santa  Ana . 

Morning  Fairy.  .  . 

Orange  Glint . 

Alinda . 


LOUISIANA 

Originator 

. Sidney  Conger . 

. W.  B.  MacMillan  .... 

. Sidney  Conger . 

. Mrs.  J.  M.  Gorton  .  .  . 

. Caroline  Dormon  .... 

. Mrs.  W.  E.  Duplechain 

CALIFORNIA 

. Lee  Lenz . 

. R.  W.  Luhrson . 

DWARF  BEARDED 

. Walter  Welch . 

. Paul  Cook . 


Votes 
.  .  11 
.  .  9 

.  .  5 

.  .  5 

.  .  5 

.  .  5 

,  .  8 
6 

.  .  6 
r 

D 


Roval  Ensign 


Originator 
M.  J.  Barker.  .  .  . 
Clifford  Benson.. 
Clifford  Benson .  . 
Z.  G.  Benson. . . . 
Stedman  Buttrick 
Stedman  Buttrick 
Stedman  Buttrick 


SIBERIAN 

. H.  F.  Hall . 

HIGH  COMMENDATION 

Name  or  Number 

. . Mystic  Lakes  .  . 

. 53-4 . 

. 53-4A  . 

. 52-44  . 

. 51-19 . 

. 51-18 . 

. 51-52 . 


Votes 

.  .9 
.  .6 
.  .6 
.  .6 
.  .6 
.  .8 
.  .5 
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Robert  Carney . 

Robert  Carney . 

Carl  Carpenter . 

Paul  Cook . 

Paul  Cook . . 

Miriam  Corey. . 

Miriam  Corey . 

Miriam  Corey . 

Tom  Craig . 

Luzon  Crosby . 

Luzon  Crosby . 

George  Dubes . 

Orville  Fay.  ........ 

David  Hall . . 

David  Hall . 

David  Hall.  . . 

J.  C.  Hickenlooper .  . 
Harold  Knowlton.  .  .  . 
Harold  Knowlton 
Harold  Knowlton.  .  .  , 
Harold  Knowlton .  .  .  . 

Carl  Larsen. . 

Mrs.  Franklin  Lowry 
Mrs.  Franklin  Lowry 

David  Lyon. . 

Archie  MacLean.  .  .  . 

William  McKee . 

H.  M.  McLeod,  Jr. .  . 
Tell  Muhlestein ..... 

Tell  Muhlestein . 

Tell  Muhlestein.  .... 
Tell  Muhlestein ..... 
Tell  Muhlestein ..... 
George  Murray.  .... 

John  Pierce . . 

John  Pierce ........ 

Mrs.  Leo  Reynolds.  . 
Mrs.  Ralph  Ricker.  . 
Mrs.  Ralph  Ricker .  . 

H.  E.  Sass . 

H.  E.  Sass . 

H.  E.  Sass . 

Don  Savery . 


.50-18 . 5 

.51-46 . 6 

.50-11 . 8 

.9951  . 5 

.745  . 6 

.9N-1  . 5 

.ION-1  . 14 

TON . .7 

Zulu  Warrior . 8 

.Banner  Bright  . 11 

.Kanab . 9 

.7-12-3  . 12 

.51-60 . 5 

53-12 . 7 

53-09  . 5 

May  Hall . .7 

.14-49 . 7 

.Cape  Cod  . 8 

.Crystal- (48- 119 A)  . 10 

.White  Foam- (47-29A) . .8 

.Gay  Head . .  .  10 

.10B48  . .10 

L51-42 . .16 

JL50-48  . .12 

JD-493-51-19  . 7 

.P-2-52 . 5 

5231  . 29 

Ardrun  . 7 

516M . 9 

.51-96 . 9 

.51-11-D . 18 

,51-51-D . 18 

.51-133 . 7 

.Dark  Chocolate  . 6 

.Celestia  . 7 

.Rose  Sails . 8 

Purple  Haven . 9 

.R-l-52 . 13 

.R-l-53 . 7 

.52-123  . 10 

.52-126  . 8 

52-23  . 9 

.Pyramid  Gold . 5 
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W.  B.  Schortman . 
Elsie  Schramm .  .  . 

K.  D.  Smith . 

K.  D.  Smith . 

Raymond  Solomon 
Chet  Tompkins.  .  . 
Chet  Tompkins... 
Chet  Tompkins.  .  . 
Chet  Tompkins.  .  . 
Chet  Tompkins.  .  . 

Don  Waters . 

Edward  Watkins.  . 
Edward  Watkins.  . 
Watkins-Graves.  .  . 
Watkins-Graves .  .  . 
W.  A.  Wheeler .  .  . 
Agnes  Whiting.  .  . 


Sierra  Skies  . 

51-1 . 

East  Indies  .  . 
50-52  . 

48- 4A-1 . 

50-82  . 

50- 96  . 

51- 11 . 

49- 106  . 

53-1 . 

.B-51 . 

.Major  Eff  .  .  . 

.47-10B  . 

Ice  Carnival  . 
The  Citadel  .  . 
No.  52  (Sib.) 

52- 13 . 


10 


6 


12 

.5 

18 

14 

14 

10 

13 

13 

10 

10 

11 

.5 

.6 


REPORT  OF  VOTING 


'gion 

V  oting 

Not  Voting 

Total 

1 . 

.  29  . 

.  2  . 

.  31 

2 

.  10  . 

.  4  . 

.  14 

3  . . 

.  13  . 

.  0  . 

.  13 

4  . 

.  13  . 

.  5  . 

.  18 

5  . 

o 

.  12  . 

.  20 

6  . 

.  29  . 

.  19  . 

.  48 

/  . . 

.  24  . 

.  2  . . 

.  26 

8  . 

.  10  . 

.  3  . 

.  13 

9  . 

.  21  . 

o 

.  29 

10  . 

.  11  . 

.  5  . 

.  16 

11  . 

.  13  . 

.  1  . 

.  14 

12  . 

.  18  . 

.  3  . 

.  21 

13  . 

.  20  . 

.  5  . 

.  25 

14  . 

.  8  . 

.  9  . 

.  17 

15  . 

.  22  . 

.  4  . 

.  26 

16  . 

.  10  . 

.  6  . 

.  16 

17  . 

.  22  . 

.  15  . 

.  37 

18  . 

.  35  . 

.  18  . 

.  53 

19  . 

.  14  . 

.  6  . 

.  20 

20  . 

.  9  . 

.  3  . 

.  12 

21  . 

.  26  . 

.  5  . 

.  31 

22  . 

.  6  . 

.  12  . 

.  18 

England  .  .  .  . 

.  3  . 

8 

374 

152 

526 
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POPULARITY 


Rank  53  Name  Votes  Rank  52 


1. 

Ola  Kala  . 

.  .890 

1 

2. 

Blue  Rhythm . 

.  .877 

4 

3. 

Lady  Mohr . 

.  .830 

6 

4. 

Chivalry  . 

.  .827 

8 

Sable . 

.  .827 

2 

6. 

Great  Lakes  . 

.  .816 

3 

7. 

Blue  Shimmer . 

.  .791 

5 

8. 

Elmohr  . 

.  .787 

7 

9. 

Helen  McGregor  .  .  .  . 

. .  756 

19 

Snow  Flurry  . 

.  .756 

9 

11. 

Solid  Mahogany  .  . .  . 

.  .717 

10 

12. 

New  Snow  . 

..715 

24 

13. 

Minnie  Colquitt  .  .  .  . 

.  .710 

14 

14. 

Master  Charles . 

.  .698 

13 

15. 

Amandine  . 

. . .697 

22 

Wabash  . 

. . .697 

12 

17. 

Argus  Pheasant  .  .  .  . 

, . .692 

37 

18. 

Pink  Cameo . . 

. . .682 

11 

Ranger  . 

. . .682 

18 

20. 

Mulberry  Rose  . 

...681 

16 

21. 

Cascade  Splendor  .  , 

. . . 666 

21 

22. 

Pinnacle . 

. . .657 

35 

23. 

Bryce  Canyon  . 

. . .653 

15 

24. 

Amigo . 

. . .652 

17 

25. 

Cherie . 

. . .647 

25 

26. 

Chantilly  . 

. . .641 

23 

27. 

Lady  Boscawen  .... 

. . .626 

34 

28. 

Cloth  of  Gold . 

. . .600 

38 

29. 

Rocket  . 

. . .599 

29 

30. 

Pierre  Menard  .... 

. . .589 

88 

31. 

Desert  Song . 

. . .587 

49 

32. 

Dreamcastle . 

. . .586 

33 

33. 

Azure  Skies . 

. . .568 

20 

Prairie  Sunset . 

. . .568 

26 

35. 

Tiffanja  . 

. . .556 

30 

36. 

Casa  Morena . 

. . .548 

40 

37. 

1'he  Red  Douglas  .  . 

. . .545 

31 

38. 

Extravaganza . 

. . .544 

52 

39. 

Grand  Canyon . 

...543 

27 

40. 

Three  Oaks  . 

. . .541 

46 

41. 

Lynn  Langford  .... 

. . .534 

50 

42. 

Sylvia  Murray . 

. . .527 

41 

43. 

The  Admiral  . 

. . .512 

32 

Vatican  Purple  .... 

. . .512 

48 

45. 

Cloud  Castle . 

. . .504 

64 

46. 

Berkeley  Gold . 

. . .502 

28 

Spanish  Peaks . 

. . .502 

58 

48. 

China  Maid . 

. . .498 

36 

49. 

Black  Forest  . 

. . .496 

54 

50. 

Firecracker  . 

...  492 

57 

POLL  —  1953 

Pink  Formal  . 492  71 

52.  Blue  Valley  . 488  66 

53.  Katherine  Fay . 483  39 

54.  Distance  . 481  62 

Ormohr . 481  43 

56.  Gudrun . 468  45 

57.  Chamois  . 459  70 

Lothario  . 459  75 

59.  Missouri  . 455  42 

60.  Garden  Glory  . 453  68 

61.  Tiffany  . 449  47 

62.  Fair  Elaine  . 447  55 

63.  Golden  Fleece . 446  67 

64.  Gloriole  . 445  44 

65.  Truly  Yours . 444 

66.  Winter  Carnival  . 441  69 

67.  Pretty  Quadroon . 438  92 

68.  Golden  Russet  . 435  95 

Gypsy  . 435  79 

70.  Los  Angeles . 432  61 

71.  Arab  Chief . 430  74 

72.  Russet  Wings  . 428 

73.  Treasure  Island . 421  53 

74.  Elsa  Sass  . 416  51 

75.  Tobacco  Road . 411  60 

76.  Cahokia  . 410 

Violet  Symphony  . 410  89 

78.  Spun  Gold . 408  76 

79.  Moonlight  Madonna  ..404  59 

Sunset  Blaze  . 404 

81.  Mexico  . 403  77 

82.  Harriet  Thoreau . 402  65 

83.  City  of  Lincoln . 395  63 

84.  Zantha  . 392  90 

85.  Cordovan  . 389 

86.  Fantasy . 385  85 

87.  Matterhorn . 384  56 

88.  Louvois . 383  78 

89.  Danube  Wave  . 376 

90.  Golden  Majesty  . 374  81 

91.  Sierra  Blue  . 371  73 

92.  Indiana  Night . 367 

93.  Shining  Waters . 365  83 

94.  Melody  Lane . 362 

95.  Goldbeater . 358  87 

96.  Golden  Treasure . 349  82 

97.  Twilight  Sky . 348 

98.  Vice  Regal . 347 

99.  Ballet  Dancer  . 346 

Bandmaster  . 346  84 

Ming  Yellow . 345  80 


STAR  SHINE  HONORED 

At  a  two  day  show  staged  by 
the  Royal  Horticultural  Society  in 
Horticultural  Hall,  Westminster, 
Iris  Star  Shine  (Wills  1949)  was 
awarded  the  Josephine  Romney- 
Towndrow  Award. 

This  beautiful  statue  shown  in 
the  accompanying  photograph  is 
awarded  yearly  to  the  breeder  of 
the  iris,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  show  judges,  has  the  best  form 
of  any  variety  exhibited  in  the 
show.  The  statue  after  suitable 
engraving  rotates  yearly  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  Franklin  Cook 
Memorial  Award  of  the  AIS,  form¬ 
erly  known  as  the  President’s  Cup. 

The  award  was  instituted  in 
1953  by  Mr.  Romney-Towndrow 
in  honor  of  his  wife. 


BRITISH  IRIS  SOCIETY  AWARDS 

The  Dykes  Medal  (England)  for  1953  has  been  awarded  to  Mrs. 
Gwendolyn  Anley,  in  recognition  of  her  variety  Arabi  Pasha. 

Mrs.  Jean  Stevens  of  New  Zealand  has  been  awarded  the  coveted 
Foster  Memorial  Plaque  in  recognition  of  her  monumental  work  as 
an  author,  as  a  breeder  of  irises  and  in  furthering  interest  in  iris  and 
its  culture  the  world  over. 

Our  congratulations  to  both,  Mrs.  Anley  and  Mrs.  Stevens. 
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Zke  Annual  Mating  1953 

Don  Waters,  Ohio 

No  WHERE  in  the  world  can  one  find  better  iris  gardens  than  in  New 
England  —  particularly  in  the  Boston  area.  Never  was  there  such 
an  imposing  list  of  iris  to  be  seen  as  was  published  by  the  owners  of  the 
gardens  to  be  visited,  and  never  such  elaborate  plans  for  entertainment 
and  garden  tours  as  President  Knowlton  and  his  Committees  had  in 
smooth  operation.  The  gardens  were  groomed  for  this  1953  Conven¬ 
tion  two  years  in  advance  by  continuous,  careful  iris  culture.  Iris 
enthusiasts  gathering  at  the  very  comfortable  Hotel  Somerset,  were  in 
high  and  amicable  spirits,  anticipating  the  pleasure  to  come.  The 
General  Chairman,  Mr.  George  H.  Pride,  did  a  magnificent  job,  ably 
and  most  capably  assisted  by  the  chairmen  and  members  of  the  various 
committees  on  arrangements  and  entertainment.  High  praise  indeed 
must  be  given  to  all  of  them. 

Registration  on  June  3rd  found  iris  fans  from  all  parts  of  the  nation 
in  attendance.  Many  of  the  famous  iris  hybridizers  outside  the  New 
England  area  were  present,  giving  many  members  an  opportunity  to 
meet  in  person  those  about  whom  we  have  read  for  many  years  and 
who  have  given  to  the  Iris  World  such  fine  iris  specimens.  Dr.  Klein- 
sorge,  Fred  DeForest,  Constance  Schreiner,  Eva  Faught,  Greig  Lapham, 
Kenneth  Smith,  Fred  Cassebeer,  Geddes  Douglas,  Jesse  Wills  and  others, 
together  with  those  in  Region  1,  graciously  gave  hybridizing  advice 
when  asked  to  do  so. 

After  registration,  meeting  old  friends  and  making  new,  a  buffet 
supper  was  served  and  what  a  supper  it  was  —  Turkey  a  la  king,  huge 
slices  of  baked  ham,  cold  corned  beef,  salad,  and  all  the  trimmings 
delighted  the  iris  crowd  on  the  first  night.  After  the  supper  a  very 
entertaining  movie  of  the  New  England  gardens  was  shown  by  Mr. 
Percy  I.  Merry  and  described  artfully  by  Mrs.  Merry.  It  gave  us  all 
a  sample  of  the  beauty  in  store  for  us. 

Thursday  morning  found  the  lobby  of  the  Somerset  filled  with  iris 
folks  anxiously  waiting  for  the  breakfast  room  to  open.  The  lobby 
had  started  to  fill  at  6:30  in  the  morning,  with  Judge  Rogers  arriving; 
first.  The  Judge  is  an  early  riser  and  no  one  can  beat  him  to  the  No.. 
1  position  in  the  lobby  of  any  hotel.  On  the  way  down  the  elevator 
boy  said,  “What’s  everybody  gettin’  up  so  early  about?”  and  upon 
being  told  we  were  going  down  to  see  flowers,  he  looked  at  us  with 
some  concern.  I  am  sure  he  felt  there  was  something  wrong  with 
people  who  get  up  that  early  just  to  look  at  flowers. 
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Knowlton  Gartlen 

At  8:15  the  buses  lined  up  and 
were  filled  immediately,  half  of 
the  group  going  to  the  Lowry 
garden  and  half  to  the  Knowlton 
garden.  When  we  arrived  at 
Knowlton’s  it  was  raining — a  very 
soft,  quiet  rain  and  there  were 
some  apprehensive  glances  at  the 
sky.  But  there  never  was  a  better 
day  for  viewing  iris.  It  remained 
overcast  during  the  entire  day 
which  as  we  all  know  makes  the 
pinks  look  pinker  and  the  blues 
bluer,  as  well  as  bringing  out  the 
brilliance  in  all  varieties.  The 
beautiful  Knowlton  home  has  in 
the  foreground  lovely  rhododen¬ 
drons  which  were  in  peak  bloom. 
For  the  moment  they  almost  stole 
the  show  from  the  iris. 

Upon  entering  the  iris  garden 
we  saw  perhaps  the  most  complete 
display  of  well  grown  iris  that 
exists  anywhere.  The  number  and 
quality  of  new  varieties  which  Mr. 
Knowlton  had  on  display  was 
amazing,  his  own  introductions 
not  taking  a  back  seat  for  any  of 
the  new  guest  iris.  All  of  the  iris 
in  this  garden  were  very  beauti¬ 
fully  grown  in  spite  of  surround¬ 
ing  trees.  The  beds  were  immacu¬ 
lately  trimmed  and  were  edged 
with  pansies  and  hemerocallis. 
Space  prohibits  discussing  all  of 
the  wonderful  varieties  seen  here 
but  I  shall  mention  some  of  the 
very  outstanding  ones. 


Mrs.  Franklin  P.  Lowry — winner  of  the 
Franklin  Cook  Memorial  Award  for  1953. 


Mr.  Knowlton’s  48-119A  (Crys¬ 
tal)  was  a  beautiful  lavender,  hav¬ 
ing  four  blooms  open  that  day 
with  flaring  form  and  excellent 
substance.  His  Cape  Cod,  I 
thought  was  very  fine,  it  being 
well  branched,  a  brilliant  amoena 
very  smooth  in  the  haft  and  a  dis¬ 
tinct  advance  in  this  class.  The 
standards  were  whiter  than  Helen 
Collingwood.  Glowing  Gold  is  an 
exquisitely  shaped  yellow  with  a 
light  spot  below  the  beard,  very 
wide  in  the  haft  —  a  lovely  flower. 
Gay  Spring  has  wonderful  carry¬ 
ing  power  in  the  garden,  an  un¬ 
usually  clear  golden  yellow  of 
heavy  substance.  As  the  name 
would  indicate,  it  is  very  jaunty. 
Gay  Head  is  in  my  opinion  the 
best  variegata.  It  is  so  smooth — 
good  sharp  colors  without  de¬ 
tracting  veining  at  the  haft. 

Pod  sisters  4729A  and  4729 
were  beautifully  flaring  and  ruf¬ 
fled  seedlings  out  of  Snow  Flurry 
and  Cloud  Castle.  Another  out¬ 
standing  iris  of  Mr.  Knowlton’s 
is  Red  Cap  coming  from  Mary 
Ellen  and  Quechee.  The  falls  were 
velvety  and  red  with  a  lighter 
band  around  edge  of  falls,  stand¬ 
ards  a  shade  or  two  lighter.  It  is 
very  unusual  and  good.  I  had  not 
seen  Chiquita  before  and  it  im¬ 
pressed  me  as  being  a  very  beau¬ 
tiful  flower  with  unusual  ruffling 
and  the  brilliance  of  Amigo  on  a 
nice  tall  stem. 


Iris  Violet  Harmony 
lin  Cook  Memorial 
outstanding  named 
Annual  Meeting  in 


— awarded  the  Frank- 
Cup  for  being  the 
variety  seen  at  the 

1953. 


Mr.  Knowlton’s  Humming  Bird  is  a  very  appealing  iris,  daintily  frilled, 
with  soft  coloring.  Quechee — lovely  flaring  red  and  one  of  the  best, 
was  displayed  in  a  nice  clump. 

Also  growing  in  this  garden  were  many  new  things  from  other 
hybridizers  including  Lady  Albright  with  brilliant  hues  and  fine  stalk; 
Rose  Maybud  of  excellent  carrying  power  in  the  lilac  pink  class;  Bright 
Contract  seemed  to  be  an  improvement  on  Minnie  Colquitt;  Honey  Flow, 
a  very  nice  russet  flower  with  good  form  and  branching.  The  best  rose 
red  iris  seen  was  Rose  Garland  from  Mr.  Wills — very  wide  petals,  good 
form  and  an  excellent  garden  iris  because  of  its  carrying  qualities.  Right 
Royal  from  the  same  hybridizer,  is  another  rose  red  which  is  fine  and  ap¬ 
parently  a  good  performer.  A  single  rhizome  had  a  38"  stalk  with  four 
fine  blooms  open  at  once,  all  well  spaced  and  displayed.  Blue  Serene 
has  beautiful  form  and  good  color.  Ivory  Works  gives  us  an  unusual 
color  pattern  —  pale  ivory  petals  with  a  pale  yellow  band  around  the 
falls.  Silver  Flare,  one  of  Mr.  Wills’  yellow  amoenas,  was  good,  having 
much  more  carrying  power  than  Pinnacle. 

Cherry  Falls  while  not  large  is  a  most  brilliant  variegata  and  appeal¬ 
ing.  It  is  from  Geddes  Douglas  as  are  the  following:  Sue  Revell  was 
just  about  the  bluest  iris  seen — very  nice  in  both  color  and  form  but 
not  tall  nor  large.  Douglas  92 IX  was  very  outstanding.  A  sister  of 
Queen’s  Taste,  it  possessed  brilliant  dark  cherry  falls  without  veining, 
and  standards  of  blended  blue  and  amber — nice  stem  and  form.  The 
smooth  blending  of  colors  made  this  one  of  the  top  seedlings,  in  my 
opinion.  No.  921,  a  sister  seedling,  has  a  lighter  edge  on  the  falls  but 
is  not  as  smooth  in  the  haft. 

Mr.  Rogers’  Senorita  lisa  and  Lady  Rogers  were  both  on  display  and 
each  created  a  stir.  Lady  Rogers  is  a  most  appealing  blue  and  in  a  class 
where  they  are  becoming  a  bit  confusing,  as  are  the  pinks,  because  of 
the  number  being  introduced.  This  seedling  was  different.  Many  of  the 
judges  rushed  to  hang  a  tag  on  it  growing  aside  of  Senorita  Ilsa,  but 
it  had  not  grown  up  in  the  Knowlton  garden  and  was  on  a  short  stem 
while  its  sister,  Senorita  lisa,  was  40"  tall  and  excellently  branched. 
Ilsa  is  a  sparkling  white  with  greenish  undertone  and  I  know  now  after 
seeing  it  why  Judge  Rogers  had  to  speak  of  the  “sparkling  dew  on  a 
Texas  bull’s  tail  as  he  arose  in  the  morning."  I  hung  my  tag  on 
Senorita  Ilsa  and  may  change  my  mind  on  Lady  Rogers  when  I  see 
it  on  a  normal  stalk,  as  all  reports  say  it  grows  well  and  tall  ordinarily. 

Raspberry  Ribbon  was  planted  aside  of  Port  Wine,  giving  splendid 
opportunity  to  compare  these  two  fine  plicatas.  The  latter  was  darker 
and  fine  but  Raspberry  Ribbon  was  more  pleasing  with  its  ruffling 
and  jaunty  appearance. 

Sky  Above  was  very  lovely  with  its  silvery  blue  coloring  and  graceful 
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form. 

Mr.  Schirmer’s  Foam  Crest,  a  lovely  ivory  colored  flower,  was  about 
the  largest  iris  seen  in  bloom.  It  was  unusual  not  only  because  of  its 
great  size,  but  its  ruffling  throughout. 

Mr.  Sass’  Ivory  Petals  was  attractive,  a  tannish  ivory,  smooth  and 
nice  on  a  well  balanced  flower,  making  a  good  impression. 

Mr.  Lapham’s  Wide  Awake  was  the  center  of  great  interest,  it  being 
an  altogether  different  pink  in  form  and  color.  It  is  very  good.  An¬ 
other  pink  which  was  greatly  admired  and  new  was  Mr.  Pierce’s 
Memphis  Belle.  It  is  quite  pink  and  a  different  shade  than  most  of  the 
new  pinks. 

Mirror  Lake,  an  older  variety  but  still  in  Mr.  Knowlton’s  garden, 
was  very  nice  with  light  blue  standards  and  very  blue  falls.  It  is  from 
Muhlestein.  Carl  Carpenter’s  Antique  was  being  admired  by  all. 

Inca  Chief  is  very  colorful  but  was  on  a  short  stalk.  Schreiner’s  Pink 
Plume  was  attractive  as  always  and  Solid  Gold,  a  large  and  very  deep 
yellow  had  the  attention  of  all. 

Last  but  not  least  by  any  means,  the  iris  which  almost  stole  the  show 
in  Knowlton’s  garden  was  Sable  Night.  It  really  bowled  everyone  over 
who  like  the  dark  irises.  It  was  blooming  on  a  40"  stem  with  three 
gorgeous  flowers  open  at  once,  and  the  oh’s  and  ah’s  which  it  brought 
forth  were  really  amazing. 

The  whistle  which  signaled  us  to  board  the  buses  sounded  much  too 
soon  and  we  were  on  our  way  to  the  garden  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lowry, 
which  was  but  a  few  blocks  away. 

Lowry  Garden 

Next  we  visited  the  very  handsome  garden  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lowry, 
where  iris  were  grown  to  perfection  in  long  beds  with  adequate  lawn 
between  them,  the  garden  surrounded  by  beautiful  large  trees  on  all 
sides.  The  background  of  trees  and  shrubs  was  not  only  beautiful  but 
served  also  to  break  the  wind  and  temper  the  climate  within  the  garden, 
which  was  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  wonderful  growth  and  condition. 

The  President’s  Cup  winner,  Violet  Harmony,  was  grown  to  perfection 
in  several  large  clumps,  making  a  wonderful  display.  It  is  a  lovely 
shade  of  violet  with  a  light  area  on  the  falls  beneath  the  beard.  The 
form  is  exquisite,  with  ruffling,  and  the  spacing  of  the  flowers  on  the 
stems  was  ideal.  It  is  truly  a  high  class  iris. 

We  were  all  disappointed  because  Autumn  Brown  was  not  in  bloom, 
despite  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Lowry  to  have  it  open.  He  used  every  method 
known  but  to  no  avail.  A  slide  of  it  was  shown  and  it  must  be  a  beauti¬ 
ful  iris,  being  a  brilliant  brown.  Their  Caramel,  with  flaring  falls  in 
light  fawn  with  a  blue  flush,  was  different  and  attractive. 

Mellow  Gold  is  a  lovely  light  clear  yellow  with  white  on  the  falls, 
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blended  so  smoothly  that  it  is  very  luscious  looking.  With  its  ruffling 
it  presented  a  wonderful  sight.  Lemon  Frills,  by  Mr.  Howe,  is  much 
the  same  color  except  lighter. 

Mrs.  Lowry’s  seedling  bed  was  in  the  back  of  the  garden  and  when 
asked  if  she  had  any  good  ones,  she  said  with  disappointment,  “No.” 
But  I  wandered  back  to  it  and  immediately  called  her  to  see  if  my 
judgment  was  so  bad  on  an  orange  colored  bloom  of  fine  size  and  form. 
She  was  thrilled  as  was  I  when  she  saw  it  for  the  first  time  as  it  had 
just  opened.  I  predict  more  will  be  heard  from  this  one.  It  is  No. 
L51-42  and  recently  has  been  named  Goldensong. 

Mr.  DeForest  had  several  guests  here  which  were  all  good.  Caroline 
Jane  so  nice  and  crisp — just  about  at  the  top  in  the  blue  and  white 
plicata  class;  Golden  Plover  with  flaring  falls  brushed  smoothly  with 
brown.  His  30-49A  was  a  bright  neglecta  with  a  prominent  yellow 
beard  which  added  life  to  the  flower.  Captain  from  Castile  has  a  very 
clear  yellow  ground  for  its  maroon  edging.  Francis  Kent  stopped  all 
to  view  its  lovely  luscious  coloring  of  cream  and  light  pink,  blended 
so  smoothly  on  delightfully  flaring  and  ruffled  petals.  First  Violet,  on 
a  one  year  plant,  was  giving  Violet  Harmony  some  competition  as  it  is 
in  the  same  color  range,  but  without  the  light  area  on  the  falls.  Sergeant 
Buck  is  a  bright  brown  and  made  an  unusual  brilliant  color  note  in  the 
garden.  Bright  Gem  is  also  a  color  badly  needed  in  the  garden  to  ac¬ 
cent  the  many  pastels  which  we  have  nowadays.  It  has  blended  red  gold 
standards  and  bright  red-brown  falls,  very  smooth  and  nice. 

Argus  Pheasant  was  holding  its  head  high  by  reason  of  its  having 
taken  the  Dykes  Medal  last  year. 

Walter  Welch’s  Blue  Blazes  was  attracting  attention  here  with  its 
wide  blue  petals  and  splendid  growth. 

Brenan’s  Ruffled  Organdy  is  a  wonderful  iris  with  stem,  form,  sub¬ 
stance  and  delicate  cream  and  yellow  combination.  Carl  Carpenter’s 
Ivory  Supreme  was  very  nice  here.  Dr.  Randolph’s  seedling  No.  49-10-1 
is  a  very  smooth,  deep  yellow — a  different  shade  than  the  usual  run. 
One  of  the  outstanding  sights  for  many  was  Fay’s  Truly  Yours,  winner 
of  the  Dykes  Medal  in  1953.  It  was  simply  magnificent. 

Lowry  L50-48,  a  beautiful  blue  white  with  large,  flaring  falls,  excel¬ 
lent  substance  and  superbly  branched,  was  attracting  much  attention. 

This  garden,  with  its  lovely  clumps  and  all  varieties  with  superb 
growth,  was  just  about  tops  from  a  cultural  standpoint,  and  as  we  left 
here  a  never  to  be  forgotten  view  of  it  will  linger  in  our  memory. 

Again  the  whistle  sounded  much  too  soon  as  a  signal  that  the  buses 
were  leaving  for  “The  Meadows”  where  we  enjoyed  a  very  adequate 
lunch.  “The  Meadows”  by  the  way  was  surrounded  by  beds  of  iris, 
presenting  a  welcoming  sight  to  7  bus  loads  of  iris  fans. 
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Fraim  Garden 

After  luncheon  we  departed  for  the  garden  of  Mrs.  Irving  Fraim, 
where  we  entered  an  entirely  distinctive  and  different  garden  from  the 
rest.  The  gentle,  rolling  contours  were  backed  by  splendid  specimens 
of  blue  spruce  and  many  other  trees  of  interest,  among  which  were  a 
large  Chionanthus  or  White  Fringe  tree  and  a  red  flowered  Buckeye 
in  full  bloom.  All  of  this,  together  with  large  beds  of  beautifully 
grown  iris  edged  with  pansies  of  the  most  intense  colors  I  have  seen, 
made  the  Fraim  garden  one  to  linger  in  for  a  long  time  and  the  memory 
of  it  is  still  fresh  in  our  minds. 

The  iris  were  so  skillfully  planted  as  to  color  and  height  that  nowhere 
were  there  any  clashes  of  color.  There  were  also  planted  in  single 
clumps  throughout  the  garden  many  fine  varieties,  all  grown  to  perfec¬ 
tion.  Among  the  outstanding  were  Mrs.  FrainTs  Lake  Waldon  which  is 
a  distinctive  and  lovely  blue,  a  color  which  I  think  we  need  more  of 
in  the  garden.  The  falls  are  a  very  deep  blue  with  lighter  standards 
and  blue  beard.  I  think  by  our  stressing  solid  colors  we  have  overlooked 
an  airy  effect  which  two  toned  iris  give  to  the  garden. 

Blue  Steel  is  a  well  named  iris  of  excellent  quality,  being  a  different 
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shade  of  blue  than  the  rest.  It  is  nicely  formed  and  well  branched  and 
an  altogether  fine  iris.  Clumps  of  New  Snow  and  Sunset  Blaze  were  very 
outstanding,  each  planted  by  itself  and  exhibiting  at  least  ten  spikes 
in  perfect  bloom.  The  photographers  had  a  field  day  on  these  clumps. 
Mr.  Knowlton’s  Thorwald  was  in  perfect  bloom,  a  blending  of  brown 
and  tan  on  crisply  formed  flowers  which  pleased  me  very  much. 
Golden  Moon  was  also  attracting  attention  here.  Mr.  McKee’s  Ponder 
which  is  an  early  bloomer,  was  very  fine  and  very  blue.  Paradise  Pink 
was  in  a  nice  clump,  holding  its  own  as  the  pinkest  of  the  pinks. 

Again  we  were  hustled  into  buses  much  too  soon  and  were  on  our 
way  to  the  Barker  Garden.  Your  scribe  unfortunately  missed  the  bus 
and  did  not  get  to  see  Mr.  Barker’s  garden,  which  is  much  to  his  regret. 
But  reports  from  others  said  that  here  were  the  pink  and  red  seedlings 
and  named  varieties,  all  looking  pinker  and  redder  than  we  had  seen 
before.  His  named  varieties  other  than  his  favorite  colors  were  doing 
well  in  peak  bloom. 

The  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the  tours  was  spent  viewing  slides 
from  famous  New  England  gardens,  delightfully  described  by  Mr. 
Stedman  Buttrick,  whose  language,  accent  and  sense  of  humor  through¬ 
out  his  talk  charmed  those  assembled. 

Early  Birds  Enthusiastic 

There  was  no  lessening  of  enthusiasm  on  Thursday  morning  as  the 
crowd  assembled  early  for  breakfast,  and  at  8:30  we  were  again  on  the 
way  to  Lowell  to  view  the  very  famous  iris  garden  of  Mrs.  Nesmith. 
The  sun  was  beating  down  when  we  arrived  and  the  lovely  trees  and 
shady  nooks  provided  with  chairs,  were  put  to  good  use  early.  The 
punch,  served  in  a  lovely  bowl,  was  also  enjoyed  next  to  the  flowers 
on  display — and  what  flowers!  So  many  good  ones  that  it  will  be  im¬ 
possible  to  mention  all. 

Mrs.  Nesmith’s  Dawn  Pink  is  very  pink  with  the  beard  at  the  tip 
being  pink,  adding  intensity  of  color  to  a  flower  of  fine  form.  Magic 
Sails  was  fine  in  every  garden.  The  falls  are  extremely  broad  and  flar¬ 
ing;  the  color,  while  very  lovely,  is  not  as  blue  as  some  but  rather  a  soft 
shade  of  bluish  lavender.  White  Cockade  is  very  impressive — large, 
good  form  and  white  with  some  chartreuse  shadings  at  the  haft. 

The  late  Mr.  H.  F.  Hall’s  introductions  were  good.  Hyblaze  is  very 
red  with  a  lighter  band  on  the  edge  of  the  falls,  large  and  good  height. 
Coronation  Red  is  a  fine,  smooth  red,  large  and  flaring  but  not  as  red 
as  the  former — more  of  a  bitone,  having  broad  falls.  Sunset  Glow  is  a 
very  fine,  smooth  red-brown  with  excellent  velvety  texture  finished  with 
a  rich  orange  beard.  Copper  Gold  was  a  pleasant  surprise  to  me.  It  is 
a  large,  smooth  golden  copper— different  than  any  from  a  color  stand¬ 
point.  In  the  hot  sun  it  looked  fresh  with  firm  texture,  and  was  one 
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Group  in  Nesmith  Garden  (left  to  right)  Marion  Walker,  Geddes  Douglas,  Harold 
Knowlton,  Mrs.  Thomas  Nesmith,  Jesse  Wills,  Mrs.  Lewis  Jones  Blake  and  Don  Waters. 

of  the  most  outstanding  iris  I  had  seen.  Patrician  also  was  very  good, 
being  a  white  brushed  with  amber  yellow  in  the  haft  hut  the  size  and 
shape  of  the  flower  made  it  distinctive.  The  falls  were  very  large  and 
flaring.  Had  it  been  taller  1  would  have  liked  it  better.  In  another 
season  it  may  have  better  height. 

A  fine  clump  of  Jane  Phillips  was  a  crowd  stopper.  It  is  a  pleasing 
shape  and  very  blue  but  so  many  fine  blues  were  here  that  it  was  diffi¬ 
cult  to  choose  the  best.  Seafarer  was  very  attractive;  Legionnaire,  de¬ 
lightfully  ruffled  pale  blue.  Lady  Rogers,  having  been  described  before, 
was  holding  her  own  very  well  among  the  blues.  Mr.  Wills’  11-48  is  so 
nice,  a  different  blue,  as  is  his  Blue  Serene  which  is  very  charming 
in  a  clear  light  blue  shade.  Kiki  is  deeper  in  color  than  its  parent, 
Helen  McGregor. 

One  of  the  most  eye  pleasing  sights  was  a  clump  of  Wedding  Bouquet. 
Artfully  named,  it  is  truly  an  exquisite  wedding  bouquet;  a  very  ruffled 
flower  with  green  showing  through  the  center  of  the  flower  and  a  green 
mid-rib.  The  white  beard  also  adds  to  the  crystal  clear  white.  Good 
flower  placement  on  stems.  Across  the  path,  growing  side  by  side  and 
looking  very  beautiful  together,  were  Ann  Wickersham,  the  lilac  pink, 
and  Wick’s  ^:15(),  an  ivory  of  fine  form  and  size.  Spotlight  was  smooth 
and  very  nice  and  many  took  Kodachrome  slides  of  it.  It  looks  like  the 
illustration  in  Schreiner's  catalog.  Scimitar  by  Mr.  Wills  was  the  most 
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brilliant  of  any  iris  seen  by  your  scribe.  It  is  a  bright  brown  and  red 
blend  with  a  blue  flush  on  the  falls.  This  is  not  a  large  iris  but  very 
bright.  Bright  Hour  is  one  of  Mr.  Douglas’  fine  amoenas  with  sharp, 
clear  colors  without  veining,  and  a  beautifully  formed  flower  with  ruf¬ 
fles  where  they  belong.  The  velvety  purple  falls  have  an  edging  of  white. 
Douglas  #831  created  a  lot  of  comment,  being  a  bright,  light  yellow 
distinctive  for  its  clarity  of  color  and  size. 

Many  other  fine  iris  were  blooming  in  this  garden  but  space  does  not 
permit  more  comments. 

With  a  police  escort  leading  the  way  through  the  city  of  Lowell,  we 
arrived  at  the  Lowell  Country  Club  for  lunch,  a  choice  spot  with  beauti¬ 
ful  surroundings,  and  a  delicious  luncheon.  We  tarried  too  long  at  this 
delightful  place  but  soon  were  on  our  way  to  the  garden  of  Prof. 
Harrison. 

Prof,  and  Mrs.  Jamison  Harrison  have  proven  that  one  doesn’t  have 
to  have  pretentious  surroundings  and  plantings  to  have  an  interesting 
iris  garden.  Here  is  a  garden  with  long  beds  with  two  rows  of  iris  run¬ 
ning  lengthwise,  that  proved  to  be  of  highest  interest  to  the  iris  fanciers. 
Prof.  Harrison’s  plants  were  extremely  well  grown  and  in  peak  bloom. 
Included  in  the  display  were  many  of  the  newest  and  best  things,  as 
well  as  many  of  the  older  varieties. 

Mr.  Muhlestein’s  Orange  Creamo  is  a  large  apricot  with  a  silken 
sheen  which  was  liked  by  many.  Apricot  Glory  is  in  the  same  color 
class  but  of  different  texture,  it  being  rather  a  heavy  thick  petaled 
flower.  Party  Dress  was  delightfully  ruffled,  particularly  the  standards, 
in  a  slightly  deeper  pink  than  most.  I  particularly  liked  Tell’s  #51-6, 
since  named  Flamingo  Bay.  It  is  beautifully  formed  and  a  lovely  deeper 
shade  of  pink. 

Cathedral  Bells,  by  Mr.  Wallace,  drew  the  attention  of  everyone  by 
its  great  size,  without  being  coarse,  and  the  ruffling  around  both  stand¬ 
ards  and  falls.  The  color,  a  very  light  baby  ribbon  pink,  was  clean 
and  the  beard  was  pink.  It  was  very  nice.  Mr.  Jack  Linse  had  his 
Spellbound  on  display,  affording  all  a  chance  to  see  this  fine  blend  of 
red  and  copper  and  unusual  form.  It  was  performing  well  everywhere 
we  saw  it. 

Mr.  Sass  had  many  of  his  new  things  in  this  garden  and  all  were 
good,  particularly  Memories  the  new  pink,  Bold  Copper,  Garnet  Glow 
and  Cinnamon  Toast,  but  the  one  I  liked  the  best  was  Ivory  Petals — 
the  color  an  unusual  tan  like  old  ivory.  The  form  was  very  fine  also. 

Paul  Cook  s  Sable  Night  was  “showing  off”  here  also — so  rich, 
dark  and  handsome.  Pretender  grew  larger  here  and  taller  than  I  had 
seen  it  in  the  East  and  the  combination  of  colors  is  certainly  unique, 
it  having  lemon  standards  with  velvety,  blue  purple  falls.  Sky  Above 
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was  fine  with  its  grand  color  and  form. 

Mr.  Tompkins  had  many  things  here,  Apricot  Supreme  being  a 
lovely  color  in  the  apricot  range,  on  adequate  stems.  Columbia  is  a 
smooth,  dark  blue — not  a  large  flower  but  a  different  shade  of  blue 
which  we  need.  Consolation  is  another  good  medium  blue  on  a  large 
flower  with  a  very  smooth  haft.  There  are  some  darker  veins  running 
through  the  flower  but  it  does  not  detract  from  its  beauty.  Defiance 
is  a  dark  red  which  is  very  smooth  and  clean.  A  dark  beard  enhances 
the  smoothness  of  this  flower  which  is  nicely  formed,  on  medium 
height  stems — an  excellent  red. 

Mr.  Tompkins  had  several  red  seedlings  which  were  stunning; 
^b5230A,  :/£50-82  a  very  dark  mahogany  with  good  size,  form  and 
height,  and  ^t5096  a  very  brilliant  red  with  flaring  form  like  Ebony 
Echo. 

Mrs.  Crosby’s  Concord  Velvet  stood  out  with  its  large  flowers  of 
Concord  grape  coloring — -good  stems  and  altogether  a  fine  iris.  Gladys 
Moncrief  made  a  fine  impression.  It  is  an  improved  Pinnacle  but  much 
smoother  in  the  haft  and  with  darker  beard.  It  may  not  perform  like 
Pinnacle,  however.  Miss  Faught’s  two  fine  blues,  Cahokia  and  Pierre 
Menard,  were  here  in  all  their  glory.  Mary  Randall  was  a  magnet  in 
this  garden,  as  it  drew  all  to  it  by  its  loveliness. 

My  favorite  yellow  iris  this  year  was  Limelight  and  in  this  garden 
it  was  superb  with  its  picotted  edging  and  smooth  coloring.  I  had  not 
seen  Fuchsia  before  and  with  me  it  is  a  must  have.  Its  pinkish  lilac 
color  with  the  tangerine  beard  makes  a  different  and  appealing  iris. 
Top  Flight  was  taking  some  of  the  interest  away  from  the  other  apricot 
colored  irises,  as  this  was  very  intense  in  color  and  of  very  pleasing 
form.  Dolly  Varden  had  three  blooms  open  on  a  single  stalk  and  it  was 
a  different  and  very  intensive  pink.  I  like  it  a  lot. 

Mr.  Lapham’s  Big  Time  was  very  fine,  large  blooms  with  rich,  dark 
red  coloring;  Pacemaker  a  bit  lighter  but  holding  its  own  with  all  the 
reds.  Lottie  Lembrich  looked  very  attractive  with  its  lovely  combination 
of  huff  pink  and  light  lilac  falls  set  off  by  a  tangerine  beard.  Laphanvs 
seedling  ^£3  was  a  rosy  bicolor  that  was  splendid — large,  good  form 
and  rich  coloring.  Brenan’s  Ruffled  Organdy,  a  cream  and  yellow  com¬ 
bination  exquisitely  formed  and  ruffled  on  superb  stems,  made  quite  a 
hit  with  all.  Mrs.  Marion  Walker  said  she  saw7  it  in  California  on  an 
established  clump  and  it  was  very  outstanding. 

Prof.  Harrison  had  a  bed  of  Mohr  hybrids  which  were  the  best 
grown  that  I  have  ever  seen.  Mr.  Craig’s  American  Modern  was  out¬ 
standing  and  different,  a  combination  that  one  would  have  to  see  to 
appreciate,  a  sort  of  brown  and  yellow-green  combination..  Lady  Dozier 
was  well  grown  and  a  nice  blue  color.  Purissamohr,  large  and  very 
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white  with  an  unusual  sheen  throughout,  was  liked  by  many.  Some 
very  unusual  combinations  were  on  display  in  this  class.  Some  I  liked 
and  some  I  did  not,  but  these  Mohr  derivatives  were  creating  a  lot  of 
interest. 

Many,  many  more  fine  iris  were  on  display  here  but  space  does  not 
allow  more  comments. 

The  Corey  garden,  located  in  the  agricultural  part  of  the  area,  is  very 
picturesque.  As  the  buses  approached,  we  could  see  the  fine  old  farm 
house  standing  on  the  hill,  surrounded  by  beautiful  maple  trees  and 
overlooking  the  handsome  garden  in  the  foreground.  Nowhere  have  I 
seen  such  a  lovely  perennial  border  as  was  Mrs.  Corey’s.  The  old  stone 
fence,  curving  in  the  background,  was  a  perfect  foil  for  the  wonderful 
plants  of  all  kinds — lupines,  gas  plant,  columbine,  peonies,  pansies, 
coral  bells,  clematis  vining  on  the  fence  at  intervals  and,  of  course, 
iris — all  in  peak  bloom  for  this  visit  of  the  AIS.  I  personally  do  not  care 
for  iris  in  a  mixed  border  but  here  was  a  combination  beautiful  to 
behold. 

Anthea  Fine  Pink  Clump 

Mrs.  Corey  had  many  fine  irises  on  display,  all  well  grown  and  beau¬ 
tifully  placed  for  color  effect.  Her  Anthea,  a  1953  introduction,  created 
a  lot  of  praise  and  in  my  mind  it  was  the  runner-up  for  the  President’s 
Cup.  Growing  in  a  large  clump  and  in  perfect  bloom  was  this  nice  deep 
pink  with  falls  which  did  not  pinch  but  remained  flaring  until  they 
wilted.  It  was  the  finest  clump  of  pink  iris  I  had  seen.  Moonrise  was  a 
lovely,  large  buff  colored  iris. 

Corey  ^t38L  was  good,  a  fine  tall  and  large  brilliant  yellow  and  white 
combination,  rather  on  the  order  of  Song  of  Songs;  ^:40K  has  lovely 
coloring  in  a  light  lavender  shade  and  while  it  is  not  large  it  is  beauti¬ 
fully  formed;  ^tlON-1  made  a  great  impression  on  all,  being  very 
outstanding  in  color,  size,  form  and  stem.  Out  of  Ebony  Echo  x  Garden 
Glory,  it  has  inherited  the  good  qualities  of  both  parents.  It  is  taller 
than  Ebony  Echo,  darker  than  Garden  Glory  and  larger  than  either  of 
them.  This  seedling  is  very  good.  Mrs.  Corey’s  lace  edged  seedlings, 
including  Gussie,  were  very  interesting,  having  intensified  picotting  on 
both  standards  and  falls. 

I  saw  here  for  the  first  time  Sespe  by  Mr.  Walker.  It  is  a  grand  light 
yellow  with  flaring  form,  fine  texture  and  all  the  good  qualities  one 
looks  for  in  an  iris.  Mr.  Fielding’s  High  Tor  was  on  display,  a  very 
frilly  lavender  of  good  size  and  taffeta-like  texture.  Char-Maize  looked 
darker  to  me  in  this  garden  than  I  had  seen  it  elsewhere.  It  was  good 
wherever  seen.  Mrs.  Douglas  Pattison’s  Bronze  Symphony  is  a  brilliant 
thing  and  was  admired  by  all.  Mrs.  Whiting’s  Gold  Sovereign  with  its 
glowing  deep  yellow,  is  still  about  the  most  brilliant  yellow. 
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Gladys  Pierce  (Memphis)  and  Carter  Scott  pause  beside  iris  Pagan  Royal. 

The  buses  arrived  late  at  the  Somerset  Hotel  and  all  had  to  rush  to 
get  to  other  meetings  scheduled  for  the  evening.  Your  reporter  attended 
the  Directors’  meeting  which  was  scheduled  for  seven  o’clock  and  was, 
therefore,  unable  to  see  the  slides  shown  from  outside  Region  1. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  buses  left  for  the  Wheeler  and  McKee 
gardens,  the  latter  being  45  miles  away.  Mr.  McKee’s  garden  is  a  jewel 
— not  large  but  full  of  quality  iris,  having  many  guests  and  named 
varieties  from  others. 

Mr.  Schreiner’s  new  black  irises  Top  Hat  and  Black  Castle  created 
much  favorable  comment,  with  Top  Hat  having  a  slight  edge  in  color 
and  form.  There  were  several  nice  white  varieties  in  bloom,  two  of 
which  were  the  center  of  attention,  Chinese  White  and  Wedding  Bou¬ 
quet,  the  former  a  large  nicely  tailored  milk  white  and  the  latter  having 
been  described  prior  to  this.  Both  were  very  fine. 

The  McKee  garden  had  an  outstanding  collection  in  the  light  blue 
class  varieties,  Cahokia,  Jane  Phillips,  Piedmont,  Sky  Above,  Lady  Ilse, 
Ponder  and  Starbeau  representing  the  foremost  hybridizers’  introduc¬ 
tions  in  light  blues.  Many  comparisons  in  color  were  made  by  judges 
in  this  garden,  with  Ponder  being  judged  tbe  nearest  approach  to 
spectrum  blue. 

Golden  and  orange  tone  yellows  were  on  display  with  Mayan  Gold, 
a  very  bright  golden  yellow,  the  best  of  the  gold  varieties.  It  appeared 
a  shade  brighter  than  Prospector  which  was  blooming  nearby.  Temple, 
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a  deeper  yellow  with  a  strong  orange  tone,  has  a  very  broad  haft  and 
several  seedlings  from  Temple  x  Mayan  Gold  had  broad  hafts  similar 
to  Temple,  and  were  an  improvement  in  gold  and  orange  tone  colors. 

In  the  red  class  a  seedling  #5231,  since  named  “Trim”  almost  stole 
the  show.  It  is  a  red  self  with  little  or  no  purple  in  its  make  up.  It  has 
a  slight  coppery  cast  which  gives  it  brightness  that  reds  to  date  seem  to 
lack.  Its  parentage  is  two  of  the  McKee  strain  of  red  seedlings. 
Lights  On  (Lapham)  x  Moontide  (McKee)  are  in  the  background  of 
this  strain  of  reds.  I  thought  it  the  nearest  approach  to  a  bright  red 
that  I  had  seen  to  date. 

Pinks  of  all  shades  were  on  display  in  both  named  varieties  and  seed¬ 
lings.  Dolly  Varden,  Vanity  Fair,  Ardeur  and  Lapham’s  seedling  C-43 
seemed  to  have  that  little  extra  in  color  that  made  them  stand  out  above 
their  neighbors.  Inca  Chief,  that  new  brown,  has  a  nice  shade  of  brown. 
Mr.  McKee  stated  it  held  its  color  better  than  other  browns  on  display. 

Terrific,  Mr.  McKee  s  extra  large  pink  with  an  orchid  tone,  bloomed 
on  a  48"  stalk.  It  has  good  form  and  substance  for  such  a  large  bloom. 
He  has  been  breeding  for  yellow  amoenas  for  several  years  and  Monique 
is  his  nearest  approach  to  a  true  amoena.  He  says  one  more  generation 
of  Fairday  breeding  should  bring  that  long  looked  for  one  with  wide 
flaring  falls  and  strong  contrast  in  colors. 

Mr.  Bobick,  who  has  a  garden  in  Worcester,  had  a  very  attractive 
seedling  which  has  been  named  Tek.  It  is  different  in  color  than  any¬ 
thing  seen  in  other  gardens,  having  bright  old  gold  standards  and  bright 
coppery  brown  falls  with  a  blue  line  below  the  beard. 

Wheeler  Garden 

The  main  entrance  leads  down  stone  steps  into  the  garden,  but  half 
the  people  came  in  the  back  way  as  the  buses  stopped  on  the  street  in 
back  of  the  garden.  In  either  case,  on  each  side  of  the  paths  are  huge 
clumps  of  Gage’s  Siberian  Snowcrest.  A  fine  collection  of  Siberians 
was  displayed  beautifully  here.  Among  them  were  Caesar’s  Brother  and 
Gatineau,  in  addition  to  some  of  Mr.  Wheeler’s  seedlings  which  were 
coveted  by  many  visitors.  Mr.  Wheeler  is  applying  for  a  name  for  a 
boldly  marked  Siberian  seedling,  which  is  a  truly  outstanding  flower 
because  of  its  unique  color  pattern. 

The  crowd  was  treated  to  a  display  of  fine  things  and  the  first  and 
only  flower  of  Autumn  Brown  was  blooming  here.  It  is  very  attractive 
and  got  a  lot  of  attention  from  the  camera  fans.  Temple  Bells  and  A1 
Borak  were  both  admired  greatly,  the  former  for  its  luscious  color  and 
brown  A1  Borak  for  its  color  and  extremely  flaring  falls. 

Solid  Gold,  Mayan  Gold  and  Golden  Hawk  were  the  most  outstanding 
of  the  yellows.  In  the  blues,  Ponder,  Serene  Valley,  Kiltie  and  Columbia 
were  all  fine  and  doing  their  introducers  proud.  The  most  outstanding 
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single  stalk,  with  four  perfectly  placed  blooms,  was  McKee  s  Jericho. 
Violet  Harmony  on  a  one  year  plant  was  showing  up  as  a  President’s 
Cup  winner.  In  the  same  color  class  First  Violet  looked  exceptionally 
well.  Several  stalks  of  Helen  Collingwood  justified  Kenneth  Smith’s 
claim  that  it  is  one  of  his  most  outstanding  introductions. 

In  the  pinks  Vanity  Fair,  Happy  Birthday,  Dolly  Varden,  and  Para¬ 
dise  Pink  were  all  excellent.  Flare,  Magic  Sails  and  Summer  Song  all 
got  a  share  of  praise.  As  for  the  things  Dr.  Kleinsorge  has  put  out,  to 
name  a  few,  Malay,  Pretty  Quadroon,  Chamois,  Sunset  Blaze,  Ballet 
Dancer  and  Rosabella  were  all  exceptionally  fine  and  well  grown.  Pin¬ 
nacle,  Dancing  Deb,  Love  Story,  Bellerive,  Blue  Blazes,  Seafarer,  Tran¬ 
quility,  Black  Hills  and  Mary  Randall — it  just  seemed  as  though  there 
was  no  end  to  the  fine  varieties  seen  in  this  garden,  all  performing 
beautifully. 

Mr.  Wheeler  is  applying  for  the  name  Seabelle  for  seedling  ^51-86 
(Southern  Snow  x  Cherie)  x  Paradise  Pink.  This  was  a  tall,  beautifully 
formed  white  with  a  heavily  marked  gold  haft,  flaring  falls  and  very 
pale  canary  yellow  flush  in  the  center  of  the  standards. 

The  crowd  hated  to  leave  this  lovely  garden  but  time  had  run  out. 

Buttrick  Garden 

This  garden,  one  of  the  show  spots  of  Massachusetts,  was  beautiful 
and  spotlessly  groomed.  Since  the  last  Annual  Meeting  held  in  Boston 
in  1946,  many  changes  have  been  made  in  the  beds  and  paths,  and  all 
have  added  to  the  beauty  of  the  place.  The  grass  is  like  a  deep  pile 
velvet  carpet.  It  seems  almost  wrong  to  walk  upon  it. 

Out  from  the  side  entrance  of  the  house  extends  the  formal  garden, 
given  over  to  deep  perennial  borders  containing  peonies,  dictamnus 
and  coral  bells,  along  with  the  most  recent  iris  introductions.  This  gar¬ 
den  is  flanked  by  beautifully  sheared  evergreens,  so  well  known  from 
pictures  which  have  appeared  in  the  Bulletin  from  time  to  time.  The 
formal  garden  ends  at  a  brick  railing  which  overlooks  the  slope  down 
to  the  meadow,  the  seedling  beds,  and  the  Concord  River.  From  here 
steps  and  paths  lead  down  on  both  sides.  One  side  leads  past  the  swim¬ 
ming  pool,  through  a  beautiful  rock  garden  complete  with  waterfall, 
and  on  to  the  seedling  beds.  The  other  side  leads  to  beds  hung  on  the 
hillside,  overlooking  the  river  bank.  These  are  interplanted  with  rho¬ 
dodendron,  kalmia  and  several  varieties  of  prostrate  juniper.  One  of 
the  latter  hugs  the  hillside  so  closely  and  so  smoothly  that  it  resembles 
well  sheared  grass. 

Saturday  noon  the  velvety  expanse  of  lawn  was  broken  by  a  large 
green  and  white  canopy  under  which  lunch  was  served.  It  may  be  that 
the  original  reason  for  providing  the  canopy  was  a  precaution  against 
possible  rain.  That  precaution  was  needless  but  the  canop)  was  useful 
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none-the-less.  It  was  a  welcome  spot  of  shade  from  the  blistering  sun, 
and  the  food  was  good  too. 

The  day,  which  had  started  out  beautifully,  got  hotter  and  hotter, 
and  by  the  time  the  buses  reached  the  Buttrick  garden,  the  visitors  were 
wilted  and  weary.  Little  enthusiasm  could  be  mustered  for  looking  at 
irises.  Most  everyone  hunted  a  cool  spot  and  stayed  there.  The  irises 
were  definitely  not  at  their  best  because  of  the  heat.  Even  blooms  which 
had  opened  that  morning  looked  sort  of  sorry.  Wedding  Bouquet  and 
Seafarer  looked  good  despite  the  heat  as  did  Golden  Hawk. 

In  the  seedling  patch  there  was  a  spot  of  excitement.  It  was  But- 
trick’s  seedling  51-14 — a  blue  flower  with  edging  on  the  falls,  and  fleck¬ 
ing  on  the  falls  of  true  turquoise.  It  is  not  itself  a  finished  flower  but 
is  a  definite  new  color  break. 

This  garden  contains  as  imposing  a  list  of  iris  as  can  be  seen  any¬ 
where,  many  of  which  have  been  described  previously.  It  would  be  un¬ 
fair  to  judge  an  iris  or  make  comments  with  such  blistering  heat  having 
actually  cooked  many  fine  varieties  on  this  day.  It  was  iust  one  of  those 
days  which  occurs  rarely  during  the  iris  season  and  the  crowd  was 
thankful  to  have  such  shade  and  delightful  surroundings  to  take  refuge 
from  the  heat  of  the  sun. 

On  Saturday  night,  June  6,  the  convention  visitors  were  treated  to  a 
delightful  banquet  in  the  ballroom  of  the  Hotel  Somerset.  George 
Pride,  RVP  of  Region  I,  acted  as  toastmaster.  Delegates  from  each 
region  were  asked  to  stand  and  Region  6  showed  the  highest  attendance 
except  for  the  host  region.  President  Knowlton  gave  an  address  on  the 
history  and  aims  of  the  Society.  First  Vice-President  Marion  Walker 
personally  presented  Award’s  certificates  to  the  various  recipients.  Fi¬ 
nancial  Report  of  the  Society  was  presented  by  Treasurer  Carl  Schirmer 
and  a  short  report  of  the  Membership  Campaign  was  made  by 
Director-Chairman  Wellington  F.  Scott,  Jr. 

The  feature  of  the  evening  was  an  address  by  Mr.  Jesse  E.  Wills  of 
Nashville.  Mr.  Wills  drew  on  his  long  experience  as  a  Director  and 
former  President  of  the  Society  to  trace  the  trends  in  the  Society’s  de¬ 
velopment  and  to  formulate  advice  for  the  future. 

Sunday  Tour 

On  Sunday  morning,  June  7,  a  group  of  iris  enthusiasts  numbering 
about  seventy,  gathered  at  the  Hotel  Somerset  to  take  in  the  final  day 
of  the  garden  visits.  We  left  about  8:30  in  two  buses,  bound  for  Ashby, 
Mass,  by  way  of  Concord.  This  route  runs  through  a  rural  section  of 
Massachusetts  and  gave  the  folks  an  opportunity  to  see  a  different  view 
of  New  England  countryside.  The  buses  made  good  time,  in  fact  the 
police  chief  in  Townsend  thought  they  were  making  a  little  too  rapid 
progress  and  gave  our  drivers  a  ticket. 
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A  delightful  buffet  luncheon  was  served  to  the  delegates  from  this  tent  on  the 
spacious  Buttrick  lawn. 

We  finally  arrived  during  the  forenoon  at  Kenneth  Stone  s  farm  in 
Ashby.  Kenneth  has  a  fine  reputation  as  an  apple  grower  as  well  as 
irisarian.  He  is  considered  to  be  a  selector  of  iris  rather  than  a  collector. 
The  amount  of  bloom  and  increase  he  gets  on  the  newer  varieties  is 
nothing  short  of  remarkable.  At  Kenneth’s  we  saw  a  couple  of  the 
finest  irises  that  we’d  seen  in  any  of  the  gardens.  One  was  a  bloom  of 
Truly  Yours  that  was  simply  breathtaking.  The  other  was  Kiki,  a  blue 
of  Dr.  Graves,  (Helen  McGregor  x  Great  Lakes)  with  four  perfect 
blooms  in  perfect  placement.  Also  outstanding  in  this  garden  were  Apri¬ 
cot  Glory,  Belle  Meade.  Rose  Ames,  Tranquil  Moon  and  Thotmes  III. 

Our  next  stop  was  at  the  Hotel  Beau  Reve,  in  Bedford,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  where  we  had  a  delightful  dinner  in  their  outdoor  Lodge.  We 
then  proceeded  to  the  garden  of  Mrs.  Herbert  Brown,  in  Dunbarton, 
N.H.  It  was  the  first  time  that  most  of  us  had  visited  this  lovely  garden. 
She  has  an  unusual  display  of  oncos  and  regelias.  Varieties  that  were 
noted  to  be  growing  exceptionally  well  in  her  garden  were  Hurricane. 
Coquetry,  Marx  #6.  Butterfly  Wings^  Oyez.  Parachute,  Theseus,  Pepper, 
Enchanted,  Gaza.  Anatolia  and  Askalon.  We  also  saw  some  very  fine, 
long  spurred  aquilegia.  Mrs.  Brown  has  a  charming  house  that  is  filled 
with  beautiful  antiques. 

Finally  we  went  to  see  the  garden  of  Ed  Watkins  in  Concord,  N.H., 
and  there  was  Ed  sitting  among  his  lovely  iris.  He  worked  with  Dr. 
Graves  for  years  and  brought  into  existence  many  famous  irises,  includ¬ 
ing  Helen  McGregor  and  Jane  Phillips.  This  work  is  now  being  car- 
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ried  on  by  Ed  and  his  brother  Arthur.  It  must  he  more  than  coincidence 
that  all  of  their  seedlings  are  outstanding.  Blooming  in  all  their  glory 
were:  Seedling  #47-7,  named  Major  Eff,  with  the  form  of  Violet 
Harmony  but  somewhat  bluer;  #51-68A  (Helen  McKenzie  x  Jane 
Phillips)  a  very  large  flaring  light  blue;  #47-27A  a  light  icy  blue; 
#50-13C  a  full  light  azure  blue;  #50-15A  (Ola  Kala  x  Corporal  Mary) 
a  nice  clear  yellow  :  Miss  Christine  (Spun  Gold  x  Katherine  Larmon) 
another  lovely  yellow;  #47-10  a  light  blue,  #47-68B  a  flaring  white 
named  Ice  Carnival;  and  #47-57F  named  Lands  End,  a  blue. 

Perhaps  Mr.  Watkins'  outstanding  seedlings  were  The  Citadel  (#46- 
121B,  Helen  McKenzie  x  jane  Phillips)  and  #46-55.  The  Citadel  is  a 
large  clean  pure,  but  warm  white.  It  might  be  described  as  a  larger, 
taller  Helen  McKenzie — beautiful  form,  excellent  substance  with  perhaps 
better  branching  than  its  parents.  #46-55  outshone  Jane  Phillips  (one 
of  its  parents)  in  purity  of  color,  a  cornflower  blue  with  a  white  heard 
and  haft.  The  flower  was  medium  in  size  and  height,  but  the  form  was 
excellent.  The  substance  was  unique,  resembling  the  substance  and 
texture  of  taffeta. 

Of  course,  there  were  hundreds  of  other  seedlings  and  named  varie¬ 
ties,  but  the  ones  mentioned  above  seemed  outstanding. 

Winners  in  1953  Photographic  Contest 

First  Prize:  To  Albert  Lauck,  Pal¬ 
omino  for  Kodachrome  of 
Spring  Romance 

Second  Prize:  To  Hubert  A. 
Fischer,  Cloud  Cap  for  Koda¬ 
chrome  of  Bronze  Brocade. 
Third  Prize:  To  E.  A.  Beach.  May¬ 
time  for  Kodachrome  of  an 
oncocyclus  hybrid. 

Fourth  Prize:  To  Mrs.  Herbert 
Shinkle,  Queens  Taste  for 
Kodachrome  of  Siberian  va¬ 
rieties  Snowcrest  and  Perry’s 
Blue. 

Fifth  Prize:  To  Hubert  A.  Fischer, 
Pagan  Royal  for  Kodachrome 
of  Clear  Sailing. 

Sixth  Prize:  To  Albert  Lauck,  Cri¬ 
terion  for  Kodachrome  of 
Cordovan. 

Spring  Romance  Prizes  were  donated  by  Don  Waters 

From  Kodachrome  by  lauck  and  Geddes  Douglas. 


Marvin  Black,  Salem,  Oregon 


Whoever  labeled  our  native  western  iris  subsection  “Californians” 
had  to  be  a  resident  of  our  neighbor  state  to  the  south,  because  as  many 
or  more  of  the  group  grow  here  in  Oregon  as  do  in  California,  and  from 
here  the  range  extends  clear  up  through  Washington  into  British  Co¬ 
lumbia — even  the  eminent  California  irisarian,  Sydney  Mitchell,  seemed 
to  agree  that  the  group  was  “rather  narrowly”  labeled.  However, 
“Californians”  or  “Oregonians,”  they’re  good  iris. 

This  spring  I  was  blessed  with  a  bit  of  good  weather  and  great  good 
fortune  at  getting  to  take  my  search  for  these  delightful  natives  into 
several  parts  of  Oregon.  State  pride  (and  lack  of  gas)  prevented  any 
trek  south  of  the  border,  but  this  was  unnecessary  in  order  to  find  a 
wealth  of  species.  The  first  day  of  May  I  stopped  by  Fred  DeForest’s 
at  Alpine,  heading  south  into  Southwestern  Oregon.  Fred  showed  me 
my  first  I.  douglasiana  specimens,  some  hybrids  which  he  had  registered 
quite  some  time  ago,  and  which  have  naturalized  themselves  in  a  little 
grove  around  his  house.  These  had  become  shaded  enough  that  they  no 
longer  bloomed  too  heavily,  but  what  blossoms  there  were  looked  mighty 
good  to  me.  One,  a  lavender-blue  self  with  a  bright  blue  dash-mark 
midway  on  each  fall,  appealed  to  me  very  much  and  suggested  the  possi¬ 
bilities  of  a  bright  turquoise  blue  flower  on  a  douglasiana— stimulus 
for  breeding  work.  This  one  had  its  falls  curled  back  underneath  just 
a  bit,  not  so  much  as  to  be  unpleasant,  but  enough  to  suggest  more  the 
falls  of  a  Louisiana  or  even  possibly  a  Spuria,  rather  than  the  usual 
semi-flaring  falls  that  I  later  found  most  commonly  on  douglasianas. 
Another  hybrid  had  a  cream  ground  with  netlike  brown-purple  veining, 
a  quiet,  unusual  flower.  With  this  preview  to  excite  me,  I  thanked  Fred 
for  introducing  me  to  these  fellows  (he  said  they  might  not  be  100% 
douglasiana,  but  they  appeared  mostly  so,  at  least)  and  set  off  in  a 
gathering  storm. 

Driving  south  through  the  Williamette  Valley  to  Roseburg  (across 
the  Calapooya  Mountains  at  the  southern  end  of  the  Valley),  I  saw  I. 
tenax  growing  in  abundance  almost  everywhere,  just  starting  to  bloom. 
It  is  one  of  the  major  species  in  the  subsection,  and  is  totally  an 
Oregon-Washington  iris.  Above  tough  foliage  tufts  (tenax  means 
tough)  that  look  more  akin  to  orchard-grass  than  iris,  rise  perky 
flowers,  unmistakably  iris,  on  5-10"  stems.  The  flower  has  been  likened 
to  a  miniature  Jap  iris;  it  is  narrower  usually  in  its  parts  than 
a  Jap,  but  when  viewed  from  above  its  horizontally-flaring  falls,  often 
ruffled,  have  a  charm  that  other  iris  should  be  likened  to  (some  would 
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say  “like  an  orchid,”  but  any  iris-lover  knows  that  orchids  should  be 
compared  to  iris,  not  vice  versa).  Tenax  comes  in  many  shades  of 
lavendar,  rose,  grey-blue,  black-purple,  and  occasionally  white,  and 
I.  gormani  is  argued  to  be  only  tenax  in  a  yellow7  coat. 

Crossing  the  Coast  Range  between  Roseburg  and  Coos  Bay,  I  was  at¬ 
tracted  by  a  massive  rock  outcrop  several  miles  to  the  north,  and  de¬ 
toured  long  enough  to  look  at  it.  On  a  nearby  hillside  I  found  many 
creamy  white  iris,  about  the  size  blossoms  (2-4"  across)  as  I.  tenax, 
hut  in  this  new  color  and  with  brown  and  purple  veining.  These  had 
grasslike  leaves  when  they  were  growing  in  the  sun,  wdder  leaves  grow¬ 
ing  in  the  shade,  but  all  the  leaves  were  reddish  at  the  base,  and  below 
each  flower  was  a  rather  heavy  leaflike  bract  (usually  with  a  narrow 
reddish  edging)  which  gave  this  iris  its  name,  bracteata.  It  was  growing 
on  the  best  of  terms  with  poison  oak,  as  indeed  all  of  our  native  iris 
seem  to,  and  as  I  struggled  up  the  steep  hillside  seeking  superior  speci¬ 
mens  I  found  some  pale  lavendar  ones.  As  I  climbed,  the  color  deepened, 
and  at  the  crest  of  the  hill  I  found  the  guilty  culprit,  I.  tenax,  father  of 
these  crossbreeds. 

Douglasiana  Has  Six  Inch  Blossoms 

Great  clumps  of  I.  douglasiana  were  growing  everywhere  on  Cape 
Blanco,  south  of  Coos  Bay,  but  none  were  blooming  yet.  Douglasiana’s 
leaves  are  much  wider  than  the  other  species  l  saw'  this  trip,  more  like 
a  narrow-leafed  gladiolus  when  they  are  able  to  grow  in  a  protected 
location,  but  out  on  the  Cape  the  salt  spray  had  sheared  all  the  plants 
off  at  about  eight  inches,  and  they  looked  again  like  a  grass  with  quite 
wide  leaves — inland  the  leaves  often  reached  12  to  16  inches.  I  drove 
southward  along  the  coast  until  I  encountered  whole  fields  in  bloom 
just  north  of  Humbug  Mountain,  south  of  Port  Orford.  The  color 
range  here  was  far  from  complete,  but  I  found  some  nice  specimens  in 
rich  deep  ruby-purples  and  lavendar  tones;  from  Cape  Blanco  came  a 
pale  off-white  one,  but  the  color  tones  were  all  in  the  deep  shades  in 
this  area.  Several  plants  showed  the  bright  blue  dash  of  color  on  the 
falls.  The  blossom  of  I.  douglasiana  is  very  much  like  a  larger  I.  tenax. 
Some  I  saw  were  six  inches  across  and  very  beautiful.  There  doesn’t 
seem  to  be  the  tendency  for  ruffling  in  douglasiana  that  there  is  in  tenax, 
however — this  will  have  to  be  bred  into  the  line. 

I  had  come  to  southern  Oregon  searching  for  innominata  and  not  ex¬ 
pecting  to  find  much  else,  but  here  I  was  with  several  things,  but  no 
innominata.  Unfortunately,  I  had  no  previous  information  on  where  to 
find  any  of  these  natives  except  in  a  very  broad  general  area,  but  I  set 
out  into  the  hills  north  of  the  Rogue  River  to  see  if  I  could  find  in¬ 
nominata.  I  did.  Some  twenty  miles  south  of  Powers,  straight  back  into 
the  hills  I  found  one  bank  where  the  sun  had  come  to  earth  for  a  mo- 
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ment  and  lighted  up  hundreds  of  flowers  of  innominata.  It  was  a  break 
in  the  woods  overlooking  the  boulders  and  white  water  of  the  Coquille 
River,  and  the  southern  exposure  had  brought  the  iris  into  bloom  a  week 
or  two  ahead  of  those  in  the  shade.  Here,  on  flowers  looking  very  much 
like  I.  tenax,  were  butter  yellows,  pale  ivory-primrose  shades,  and  bright 
golds,  often  veined  in  chocolate  to  where  the  petals  had  a  burnished 
effect.  Below  the  brilliant  flowers  were  tenax-like  clumps  of  brilliant 
shining  dark  green  leaves— a  little  darker,  glossier,  and  just  a  bit  nar¬ 
rower  than  I.  tenax,  otherwise,  this  iris  out  of  bloom  could  be  easily 
confused  with  some  of  the  others  by  its  leaves,  no  matter  what  distinc¬ 
tions  the  experts  are  able  to  draw.  With  a  few  selected  plants  of  tenax 
to  complete  my  assortment,  I  headed  home,  contented  that  this  region 
had  been  blessed  with  such  an  assortment  of  my  favorite  flower. 

Later  this  spring  it  was  my  privilege  to  view  the  charming  little 
I.  tenuis  scrambling  over  rocks  and  under  rhododendrons  and  other 
shrubs  up  in  the  canyon  of  the  Clackamas  River,  southwest  of  Mount 
Hood.  It  had  light  green  broad  leaves  that  reminded  me  of  douglasiana 
a  bit,  and  pairs  of  1"  white  flowers  veined  in  purple  or  brown,  not  as 
rampantly  showy  as  some  of  the  other  species,  but  as  lighthearted  as 
spring,  bashfully  endearing.  From  Southern  Oregon  my  father  brought 
me  a  pair  of  plants  of  I.  chrysophylla,  another  cream-colored  one,  much 
like  tenax  or  bracteata  in  growth,  but  distinguishable  in  bloom  by  long, 
split  upcurving  stylearms  and  a  long  perianth  tube  between  the  “flower 
and  the  ovary — and  we’ve  still  got  some  other  “California”  species  in 
Oregon  that  remain  for  me  to  see. 

What  I  know  about  our  natives  I  have  been  learning  in  the  scientific, 
yet  unscientific,  way  of  plain  observation.  I  hope  technical  errors  in 
this  annal  are  at  a  minimum,  but  if  there  are  those  in  our  region  who 
can  supply  the  technical  information  we  lack,  or  who  wish  to  know  more 
about  our  native  West  Coast  iris,  we  could  certainly  use  them  in  one  of 
our  newly-established  West  Coast  Native  Species  Iris  Robins — beginner, 
advanced,  commercial,  no  matter  what  category  a  regional  member 
might  fall  in,  we  could  use  him  to  learn  with  us  about  these  species  iris. 
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Irises  in  Charleston  Gardens 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Landolina,  S.  C. 

Whenever  one  mentions  Charleston  gardens,  the  imagination  imme¬ 
diately  pictures  azaleas  and  camellias  growing  in  colorful  profusion 
under  live  oak  trees  heavily  draped  with  Spanish  moss.  While  it  is  true 
that  azaleas  and  camellias  do  predominate  in  Charleston  gardens,  local 
gardeners  grow  many  other  things  as  well,  among  them  a  number  of 
different  species  of  irises. 

The  type  most  widely  grown  is  the  Dutch  iris,  which  blooms  during 
azalea  time,  adding  its  color  magic  to  the  garden  scene.  Here  we  plant 
the  bulbs  in  early  November,  three  or  four  inches  deep,  in  well  drained 
soil  which  has  been  prepared  by  the  addition  of  bone  meal.  Although 
our  soil  is  naturally  sandy,  a  one  half  inch  cushion  of  sharp  sand  be¬ 
neath  each  bulb  is  beneficial.  Dutch  irises  remain  in  the  ground  the  year 
round  in  Charleston  and  multiply  rapidly,  needing  digging  and  replant¬ 
ing  every  two  or  three  years  to  produce  show  quality  bloom. 

Tall  bearded  irises  are  not  as  well  known  here,  or  as  widely  planted, 
as  the  Dutch,  although  several  local  gardens  now  feature  them.  In  the 
1953  Spring  Flower  Show  of  the  Council  of  Garden  Clubs,  the  T.B.I. 
section  equalled  that  of  the  rose,  a  fact  most  gratifying  to  those  who  have 
been  urging  local  gardeners  to  give  them  a  trial. 

Tall  bearded  irises  are  my  first  love  and  my  specialty,  and  most  of  our 
garden  space  continues  to  be  given  over  to  them,  in  spite  of  results 
which  are  poor  in  comparison  to  those  in  our  native  Tennessee.  Even 
as  little  as  30-75  miles  further  north  and  inland  from  Charleston,  bloom 
is  much  more  normal. 

The  principal  difficulty  with  tall  bearded  irises  is  not  that  they  do  not 
grow,  but  that  they  do  not  bloom  as  profusely  as  they  should,  and  often 
bloom  is  scattered  through  all  the  seasons  of  the  year  rather  than  being 
concentrated  during  the  normal  blooming  season.  This  poor  synchroni¬ 
zation  of  bloom  often  results  in  a  lack  of  display  during  iris  season, 
though  no  fault  can  be  found  with  the  size,  color,  texture,  or  substance 
of  individual  blooms  regardless  of  the  season  at  which  they  appear.  How¬ 
ever,  locally  grown  TB  stalks  are  characteristically  shorter  than  normal, 
and  consequently  have  fewer  blooms  per  stalk,  facts  which  should  be 
taken  into  consideration  when  judging  them. 

Many  reasons  have  been  advanced  for  these  phenomena,  the  most 
generally  accepted  one  being  that  our  mild  winters  do  not  give  them  the 
rest  period  they  require.  Our  soil  seldom  freezes,  and  the  nearest  we 
have  to  a  reasonable  facsimile  of  winter  is  short,  approximately  six 
weeks  long,  ending  about  Feb.  15-20.  Following  the  severe  freezes  of 
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Bearded  iris  grow  around  this  giant  live  oak  tree  draped  with  Spanish  moss  in 
Charleston,  South  Carolina. 


1950-51,  bloom  began  in  my  garden  on  March  30,  and  was  the  most 
satisfying  of  any  season  we  have  known  in  Charleston. 

Unfortunately,  many  of  the  fine  new  varieties  have  proved  tem¬ 
peramental,  and  local  growers  are  agreed  that  after  a  fair  trial  space 
should  be  given  only  to  those  varieties  which  perform  well  for  us. 
Among  those  usually  satisfactory  are  Shining  Waters,  China  Maid, 
Waverly,  Cloud  Castle,  Gudrun,  Amandine,  Three  Oaks,  Golden  Hind, 
Lady  Mohr,  Golden  Majesty,  Royal  Coach,  Tiffany,  Tiffanja,  Elmohr, 
Happy  Days,  Samovar,  Summer  Tan,  Indian  Chief,  Azure  Skies,  Spin¬ 
drift,  Miss  California,  War  Eagle,  Gloriole,  Amigo,  Indian  Hills,  Silver 
Sail  and  Doubloon.  The  Geddes  Douglas  seedling  ^t405  has  proved 
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a  profuse,  dependable  bloomer.  Rebloomers  Eleanor  Roosevelt  and 
Southland  are  also  good. 

The  culture  of  tall  bearded  irises  here  is  much  the  same  as  elsewhere. 
The  addition  of  liberal  amounts  of  humus  to  newly  made  beds  is  basic. 
Rhizomes  are  covered  !/>  to  1",  using  bone  meal  when  planting,  and  a 
top  dressing  of  this  material  is  applied  to  established  clumps  in  the  early 
fall. 

Beginning  in  late  January,  light  applications  of  5-10-5,  or  Vigoro,  at 
bi-weekly  intervals  help  to  bring  bloom  at  the  proper  season.  It  is  espe¬ 
cially  important,  too,  that  water  be  supplied  them  during  this  pre¬ 
blooming  period,  if  rain  is  light  or  scarce. 

After  their  rest  period  is  over,  another  light  application  of  com¬ 
mercial  fertilizer  is  desirable  for  both  new  plantings  and  established 
clumps. 

Water  must  be  given  all  plantings  during  the  summer  months  if  the 
season  is  dry.  Our  light  sandy  soils  hold  moisture  very  poorly,  and  we 
have  found  Irequent  waterings  a  help. 

In  two  to  four  years  clumps  will  need  division.  Early  fall  is  an  ideal 
time  to  transplant  here,  as  plants  become  well  established  before  bad 
weather. 

As  yet,  no  experiments  have  been  made  by  local  growers  with  foliar 
feedings  for  irises,  or  with  the  use  of  chemical  soil  conditioners  in  their 
culture. 

Diseases  and  pests  give  those  who  follow  a  regular  spray  routine  little 
trouble.  Soft  rot  occasionally  attacks  clumps  planted  in  poorly  drained 
areas,  but  for  the  most  part  the  texture  of  our  soil  provides  good 
natural  drainage. 

Here  plantings  in  light  shade  bloom  better  than  those  in  full  sun. 
The  clumps  in  my  garden  which  are  planted  between  azaleas  and  ca¬ 
mellias  are  doing  especially  well,  in  spite  of  sharing  Reliance  A&C  fer¬ 
tilizer  regularly  with  their  acid  loving  neighbors! 

White  and  purple  “flags”  abound,  especially  in  older  gardens. 

Iris  stylosa  blooms  well,  and  is  found  in  many  gardens.  I.  tectorum. 
both  alba  and  caerulea,  is  also  dependable.  Louisiana  irises  are  becom¬ 
ing  more  and  more  popular.  Besides  the  beauty  of  their  flowers,  along 
with  their  lasting  quality,  their  foliage  remains  attractive  all  winter,  a 
feature  which  appeals  strongly  to  flower  arrangers. 

Spanish,  Siberian,  and  spuria  irises  are  no  strangers  to  Charleston 
gardens,  where  they  have  made  themselves  happily  at  home.  We  also 
grow  I.  Kaempferi,  which  require  rich  soil  and  frequent  thorough  water¬ 
ings  to  bring  them  to  cultural  perfection.  I.  reticulata  thrives,  adding 
its  fragrant  daintiness  to  a  season  when  these  qualities  are  much  appre¬ 
ciated.  Clumps  of  I.  virginica  and  I.  cristata  have  been  transplanted 
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from  their  native  haunts  to  grow  luxuriantly  in  city  gardens. 

Visitors  to  Charleston  will  find  the  expected  magnolias,  Spanish  moss, 
gracious  old  homes,  colorful  azaleas  and  camellias,  which  are  much  of 
the  charm  of  Charleston,  but  the  loveliness  of  the  irises  growing  in 
Charleston  gardens  adds  grace  and  beauty  which  is  an  undeniable  part 
of  that  charm,  and  one  which  cannot  be  overlooked  with  their  growing 
popularity  with  local  gardeners. 

IRIS  NAMES 

John  C.  Wister 

The  names  of  the  popular  iris  of  the  day  have  always  interested 
enough  gardeners  to  bring  forth  in  our  bulletins  many  remarks  and 
plays  on  the  words. 

Many  varieties  have  been  named  for  kings,  queens,  princes  and 
princesses,  presidents,  actors,  actresses,  movie  stars  and  other  national, 
state  and  local  celebrities.  Their  names  help  perhaps  to  make  the  va¬ 
riety  quickly  known  and  is  comparable  in  a  way  perhaps  to  the  way  a 
movie  star  endorses  a  cigarette  or  a  ball  player  a  breakfast  food. 

More  interesting  to  real  gardeners  are  those  varieties  named  for 
horticultural  celebrities — Jacquesiana  for  Jacques,  the  royal  gardener  at 
Neuilly.  Mine.  Chereau,  for  the  wife  of  the  president  of  the  National 
Horticultural  Society  of  France;  Lady  Foster  for  the  wife  of  Sir 
Michael  Foster,  the  great  iris  pioneer,  W.  R.  Dykes,  named  after  his 
death,  for  the  great  iris  authority  and  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Horti¬ 
cultural  Society.  Depute  Nomblot  for  the  great  French  nurseryman  who 
went  into  politics.  Mr.  Bliss  named  one  of  his  finest  varieties  for  Miss 
Grace  Sturtevant,  whom  he  knew  only  by  correspondence.  Miss  Sturte- 
vant  named  one  of  hers  for  B.  Y.  Morrison,  then  a  college  friend  of  her 
brother,  and  later  so  famous  in  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Bureau  of  Plant  Introduction  and  National  Arboretum.  Mr.  Williamson 
named  his  first  outstanding  seedling  for  his  father  and  later  ones  for 
his  daughters. 

Mr.  Farr  named  a  variety  for  his  wife,  another  Mildred  Presby  for 
the  oldest  daughter  of  the  then  Treasurer  of  the  AIS,  one  for  Chester  J. 
Hunt,  then  our  greatest  importer  of  fine  Daffodils  and  Tulips,  one  for 
James  Boyd,  then  President  of  the  American  Peony  Society  and  later 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Horticultural  Society,  and  one  for  E.  L.  Crandal, 
famous  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  photographer. 

Mr.  Fryer  named  seedlings  for  himself,  his  wife,  his  daughters,  for 
nearby  nurserymen  and  all  the  doctors  and  ministers  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  Professor  Mitchell  named  the  iris  William  Mohr  for  the  raiser 
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with  whom  he  had  worked  and  whose  seedlings  he  raised  and  introduced 
after  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mohr’s  tragic  death. 

Col.  Nicholls  named  the  iris  Mary  E.  Nicholls  for  his  mother.  Dr. 
Graves  named  Helen  McGregor  for  his  wife’s  maiden  name,  and  Jane 
Phillips  and  Katherine  Larmon  for  his  two  daughters.  Mr.  McKee 
named  Mary  Ellen  for  his  daughter  and  Mary  Vernon  for  his  grand¬ 
daughter.  Jake  Sass  named  Elsa  Sass  for  his  wife. 

Some  breeders  have  named  flowers  for  themselves,  but  the  strangest 
example  of  self-praise  I  have  come  across  was  that  of  the  great  French 
amateur  breeder  Ferdinand  Denis  who  gave  a  flower  not  his  name  but 
the  date  of  his  birthday,  April  27th,  but  wrote  it  not  this  way  but  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  French  system  “27  Avril.” 

These  are  but  a  few  examples  of  irises  commemorating  the  names  of 
persons  connected  with  iris  growing  or  with  horticulture  in  general. 

In  a  similar  way  the  names  of  places  have  a  relationship  to  iris  his¬ 
tory.  Farr  named  Glory  of  Reading,  Mt.  Penn  and  Wyomissing  for 
places  near  his  nursery,  and  Windham  for  his  birthplace  in  Vermont. 
Missouri,  Missouri  Night,  Wabash,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles  are 
other  examples  of  varieties  of  other  breeders. 

But  even  fanciful  or  apparently  “made-up’  names  may  have  some 
special  significance.  Decennial  was  a  Williamson  seedling  so  named  on 
the  Tenth  Anniversary  of  our  Society.  Trails  End  was  chosen  for  a 
seedling  of  his  that  bloomed  after  he  died.  The  name  of  a  number  of 
Williamson  seedlings  attest  his  interest  in  entomology  for  they  are 
named  for  various  genera  of  butterflies.  Anosia  is  one  of  these,  the 
flower  named  because  its  color  had  the  gold  and  brown  tone  of  the 
butterfly. 

Paul  Cook,  Mr.  Williamson’s  great  friend,  named  one  of  his  flowers 
for  Captain  Wells,  one  of  General  Anthony  Wayne’s  famous  officers,  for 
whom  Wells  County,  Indiana,  was  named.  A  similar  case  is  of  Kenneth 
Smith’s  commemorating  Dongan  Hills  by  the  variety  Lord  Dongan. 
famous  Colonial  Governor  of  New  York,  and  Dr.  Graves  honoring  the 
nearby  town  of  Boscawen  with  Lady  Boscawen,  wife  of  Admiral  Lord 
Boscawen  for  whom  the  town  was  named. 

A  name  that  has  long  interested  me  is  Jelloway.  Mr.  Parker  named 
his  iris  for  a  creek  running  through  the  Ohio  farm  where  he  was  born. 
The  lovely  name  Naranja  is  Spanish  for  orange,  and  Zantha  is  Greek 
for  yellow.  Spindrift  is  of  course  seafoam. 

Mrs.  Whiting  named  Three  Oaks  for  Mrs.  Louise  Blake's  famous 
home  but  her  most  interesting  name  to  me  is  Veishea.  It  is  the  name  of 
the  spring  festival  at  Iowa  State  College  and  has  come  there  to  represent 
glamorous  beauty.  The  name  is  coined  from  the  first  letter  of  the  seven 
different  departments  of  the  college,  the  last  “a"  representing  agriculture. 
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It  is  to  me  most  interesting  to  learn  the  reason  behind  some  of  these 
names.  Dolly  Madison,  for  instance,  was  not  merely  named  for  the 
wife  of  James  Madison,  our  fourth  president.  The  reason  it  was  given 
was  to  describe  what  Mr.  Williamson  considered  a  glorified  form  of 
Mr.  Farr’s  Quaker  Lady,  because  Dolly  Madison,  in  addition  to  being  a 
president’s  wife,  was  a  distinguished  Quaker  lady. 

I  hope  in  time  to  learn  the  reason  for  many  seemingly  commonplace 
names  given  to  irises.  Indeed,  I  look  forward  to  the  time  when  the 
register  of  the  Society  will,  in  addition  to  requiring  name,  originators 
name,  classification,  parentage,  etc.,  also  request  the  breeder  to  state 
what  particular  significance  the  name  has  which  led  him  to  give  it  to  the 
particular  iris. 

W.  F.  Scott,  Jr.,  Mo. 

Last  year,  while  compiling  the  results  of  the  SYMPOSIUM  balloting 
for  Region  18,  I  thought  some  thoughts  and  wrote  them  down.  They 
appeared  in  the  October  Bulletin  (No.  127)  page  14,  and  were  not 
intended  to  be  controversial,  just  interesting.  But  they  turned  out  to  be 
highly  controversial.  Witness,  for  example,  Bulletin  128,  page  90; 
and  the  1953  Yearbook  of  the  Utah  Iris  Society,  page  9.  The  SYM¬ 
POSIUM  is  again  finished,  and  it  was  conducted  exactly  as  in  1952. 
I  think  it  worth  while  to  set  down  the  results  of  this  balloting  in  Region 


18  again,  for  comparison 

with  last 

year. 

The  first  25  in 

Region 

18  are: 

1953 

1952 

1952 

1953 

1952 

1952 

Reg.  18  Variety 

Reg.  18 

National 

Reg. 

18  Variety 

Reg.  18 

National 

1 

Blue  Rhythm 

2 

4 

14 

Elmohr 

30 

7 

2 

Great  Lakes 

3 

3 

15 

Solid  Mahogany 

17 

10 

3 

Ola  Kala 

1 

1 

16 

Cascade  Splendor 

18 

21 

4 

Chivalry 

7 

8 

17 

Lady  Mohr 

8 

6 

5 

Sable 

4 

2 

18 

Amandine 

22 

22 

6 

Blue  Shimmer 

6 

5 

19 

Pink  Formal 

25 

71 

7 

Ranger 

15 

18 

20 

Pinnacle 

27 

35 

8 

Helen  McGregor 

24 

19 

21 

Argus  Pheasant 

31 

37 

9 

Wabash 

9 

12 

22 

Bryce  Canyon 

16 

15 

10 

Mulberry  Rose 

5 

16 

23 

Master  Charles 

11 

13 

11 

New  Snow 

26 

24 

24 

Amigo 

12 

17 

12 

Snow  Flurry 

14 

9 

25 

Cherie 

19 

25 

13 

Minnie  Colquitt 

10 

14 

Dreamcastle 

29 

33 

Now  if  anyone  thinks  I’m  going  to  be  silly  enough  to  draw  public  con¬ 
clusions  from  this  tabulation,  they’ve  got  rocks  in  the  head.  Hereafter, 
I’ll  draw  my  conclusions  in  private.  There  is  the  record,  you  can  read 


anything  into  it  you  want  to. 

But  this  does  seem  as  good  an  excuse  as  any  to  say  a  few  things  about 
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the  current  voting  rules  of  the  SYMPOSIUM,  and  critics  of  those  rules. 
Most  of  the  critics  of  the  current  system  seem  to  want  the  Accredited 
Judges  to  vote  on  a  list  of  “100  Best”  and  they  don’t  care  a  hoot  about 
any  lists  of  Favorites. 

If  the  ability  of  the  Accredited  Judges  is  to  be  trusted,  they  have 
already  done  that.  Each  year  TWELVE  irises  get  the  Award  of  Merit. 
Each  year  ONE  iris  gets  the  Dykes  Medal.  Those  are  the  THIRTEEN 
BEST  irises  of  that  year.  If  they  are  not  the  thirteen  best,  we  may  as 
well  do  away  with  the  system  of  judging.  Each  year  some  fifty  irises 
are  eligible  for  the  Dykes  Medal.  Those  are  the  varieties  which  the 
Judges  have  told  us  were  the  very  best  of  the  past  four  seasons  for  they 
were  the  Award  of  Merit  irises  for  four  seasons  back. 

Then  what  more  authoritative  list  of  the  current  BEST  could  be  com¬ 
piled  than  the  A.M.  list  of  this  year,  plus  the  Dykes  eligibility  list  of 
this  year,  plus  the  Dykes  winners  of  the  past  four  years?  That  would 
add  to  about  65  varieties,  and  the  list  could  be  increased  to  100  if  de¬ 
sired  by  the  addition  of  runners-up  of  present  and  recently  past  seasons. 

If  what  is  wanted  is  a  list  of  the  “Best” — then  we  already  have  it. 
If  any  other  list  of  “Best”  is  compiled,  it  naturally  follows  that  the 
selections  of  our  Accredited  Judges  stand  condemned.  If  their  first 
selections  are  not  to  be  accepted  as  “authoritative”  what  can  be  gained 
by  asking  these  same  Judges  for  a  second  “substitute”  list? 


IN  MEMORIAM— MRS.  MORGAN  KETCHUM 

Mrs.  Morgan  Ketchum,  widow  of  the  late  Judge  Morgan 
Ketchum,  died  suddenly  while  on  an  extensive  western  tour. 

She  was  the  former  Marion  Kirkland,  niece  of  the  late 
Chancellor  James  H.  Kirkland  of  Vanderbilt  University  who 
was  one  of  our  pioneer  iris  breeders  in  America.  Mrs.  Ketchum 
shared  the  enthusiasm  of  her  uncle  for  irises  and  for  years  her 
garden  has  served  to  make  Memphis  iris  conscious. 

Some  of  Mrs.  Ketchum’s  own  introductions  include  Cotton 
Carnival,  Blue  Tide,  Swamp  Fox,  and  Mistletoe.  In  1953  four 
outstanding  seedlings  were  selected  for  registration — Mystic 
Touch,  white  with  a  yellow  haft;  Coronation  White,  white  self 
with  a  geranium  red  beard;  Chickasaw,  yellow  standards  and 
red-brown  falls;  and  a  tangerine  bearded  pink  self. 

William  Ketchum,  son  of  Mrs.  Ketchum,  has  given  her  ex¬ 
tensive  iris  plantings  to  the  city  of  Memphis.  The  Park  Com¬ 
mission  has  alloted  five  acres  for  development  and  will  make 
this  into  a  public  planting  in  her  honor. 
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The  Bulletin  welcomes  questions  from  its  readers.  The  answers  are  from  a  panel 

of  experts  selected  from  The  Staff,  Committee  Chairmen,  the  Board  of  Directors, 

Officers  of  the  Society  and  other  sources.  Address  your  questions  to  The  Editor, 

American  Iris  Society,  Franklin  Rd.,  Brentwood,  Tenn. 

Q.  Will  you  please  answer  in  the  Bulletin  what  is  meant  by  Eupogon 
iris? 

A.  The  word  Eupogon  was  used  by  Dr.  L.  F.  Randolph  to  describe  the 
“true  bearded’'  iris  of  Europe  and  Asia  as  opposed  to  those  com¬ 
monly  known  as  the  Oncocyclus  and  Regelia  irises,  (see  Bulletin 
109,  page  3.) 

Q.  In  propagating  an  iris  will  I  get  faster  increase  by  dividing  yearly  or 
ivaiting  and  separating  two-year  plants? 

A.  To  get  the  fastest  increase  divide  as  soon  as  the  side  shoots  get 
large  enough  to  grow  on  their  own  root  system. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  an  iris  grown  in  a  very  mild  climate  requires  a 
longer  growing  period  to  become  acclimated  to  a  far  more  severe 
climate  than  a  rhizome  transplanted  where  the  environment  is  more 
similar  to  where  it  was  grown? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  /  would  like  to  know  or  hear  from  our  iris  growers  whether  it  is 
best  to  trim  foliage  after  blooming  or  in  the  fall  or  leave  them  as  they 
are — keeping  dead  leaves  pulled  off? 

A.  All  plants,  in  general,  absorb  certain  gaseous  elements  contained  in 
the  air  through  their  leaves.  Nature  uses  a  process  known  as  photo¬ 
synthesis  to  combine  these  gaseous  elements  with  certain  other  ele¬ 
ments  and  water  drawn  up  by  the  roots,  in  order  to  form  the  sugars, 
starches,  and  fibrous  substance  which  go  to  make  up  the  body  of  the 
plant.  Thus  it  would  seem  a  good  rule  to  avoid  defoliating  any  plant 
during  its  growing  season. 

However,  with  iris,  during  the  hot  summer  months  particularly 
when  there  is  a  scarcity  of  water,  the  foliage  may  be  trimmed  se¬ 
verely  without  affecting  seriously  the  following  year’s  bloom.  If 
there  is  an  infestation  of  leaf  blight,  all  infected  foliage  should  he 
trimmed  off  and  burned — at  any  time. 
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First  prize  winner  from  Memphis,  Tennessee  is  Mrs.  Serlena  Reynolds.  Here  she 
poses  together  with  husband  Leo  and  canine  companion  (left).  Right:  Carl  Carpenter 
of  Owensboro.  Kentucky,  RVP  in  winning  region. 


Membership  Campaign  Results 

W.  F.  Scott,  Jr.,  Chairman 

The  1953  Membership  Campaign  was  very  gratifying!  While  the 
activity  was  not  as  generally  spread  around  as  could  be  hoped  for,  it 
was  intense;  and  produced  highly  satisfactory  results.  The  Campaign 
was  announced  in  the  January  1953  BULLETIN.  At  that  time  it  was 
predicted  that  the  new  3- Year  Memberships  (scoring  5  in  the  Cam¬ 
paign)  would  be  an  important  factor,  and  so  it  turned  out. 

As  in  past  Campaigns,  activity  was  spotty.  Several  Regions  did  not 
respond  at  all.  Several  were  most  unenthusiastic.  But  about  half  the 
Regions  pitched  in  and  did  a  bang-up  job,  as  you  will  see. 

We  hoped  for  500  new  members — we  got  658  as  follows:  512  New 
1-Year  Memberships,  64  New  3-Year  Memberships,  41  New  Family 
Memberships.  There  are,  of  course,  two  new  members  in  each  Family 
Membership. 

Top  Ranking  Regions  in  the  Campaign  stand  as  follows: 


Membership  New  Memberships  Gained  Percentage 

Region  at  1/1/53  1-Yr.  3-Yr.  Family  Points  of  Gain 


7 

275 

110 

12 

20 

210 

76.3 

11 

103 

24 

6 

3 

60 

58.2 

22 

219 

50 

8 

2 

94 

42.9 

13 

264 

65 

8 

0 

105 

39.7 

12 

101 

16 

4 

2 

40 

39.6 

38 


Second  prize  went  to  Mrs.  Sydney  Smith  of  Twin  Falls,  Idaho.  Second  place  RVP 
winner  is  Mrs.  Ralph  Nelson  of  Coeur  d'Alene,  (right) 

The  National  First  Prize,  a  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  in  the  Society, 
goes  to  the  individual  contestant  who  secured  the  greatest  percentage 
gain  in  their  Regional  Membership.  The  winner,  Mrs.  Leo  F.  Reynolds, 
Region  7.  A  duplicate  First  Prize  goes  to  her  Regional  Vice-President, 
Mr.  Carl  Carpenter.  National  Second  Prize,  a  Five  Year  Membership 
in  the  Society,  goes  to  the  individual  contestant  who  secured  the  second 
greatest  percentage  gain.  The  winner  is  Mrs.  Sidney  Smith,  Region  11. 
A  duplicate  Second  Prize  goes  to  her  Regional  Vice-President,  Mrs. 
Ralph  Nelson.  The  five  Top  Ranking  contestants  scored  like  this: 

New  Memberships  Points  Percentage 


Contestant  Region  1-Yr.  3-Yr.  Family  Gained  of  Gain 


Mrs.  Leo  F.  Reynolds 

7 

49 

9 

17 

128 

46.54 

Mrs.  Sidney  Smith 

11 

19 

5 

0 

44 

42.71 

Mrs.  Val  Jacobson 

12 

12 

4 

2 

36 

35.64 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Losey 

13 

63 

0 

0 

63 

23.86 

Mrs.  Rose  Dightman 

13 

2 

8 

0 

42 

15.90 

In  addition  to  the  high  enthusiasm  shown  by  the  above  five,  attention 
must  be  called  to  the  activity  in  Region  22.  Notice  that  Region  22  was 
the  third  highest  Region  in  the  scoring,  but  that  no  individual  member 
of  the  Region  scored  among  the  first  five.  That  is  because  the  interest 
in  Region  22  was  widespread.  Many  members  got  one  or  two  new  mem¬ 
bers.  Activity  was  not  confined  to  a  few  people.  Mrs.  Sam  Sargo  was 
the  high-scoring  individual  member  of  Region  22,  with  a  percentage 
gain  of  12.3%.  To  all  you  who  worked  so  hard — our  thanks;  What  a 
Society  it  would  be  if  your  number  were  multiplied  a  fewT  times! 
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A  broad  vista  in  the  garden  of  AIS  President  Harold  Knowlton. 

REGION  1  REPORT 

George  Pride.  RVP.  Mass. 


Witii  the  anticipation  and  anxieties, 
troubles  and  pleasures  lying  ahead  for 
the  big  convention,  we  were  able  to 
keep  our  heads  and  hold  four  big 
monthly  meetings  in  the  spring  of  this 
year. 

In  January,  a  meeting  called  “What 
To  See  in  ’53"  was  held  in  Horti¬ 
cultural  Hall  in  Boston  and  a  large  at¬ 
tendance  enjoyed  the  kodachromes  and 
descriptions  of  new  introductions  for 
1953  that  had  been  sent  to  us  by  many 
cooperative  iris  hybridizers  throughout 
the  country.  This  was  an  especially  in¬ 
teresting  meeting  for  us  because  many 
members  had  iris  plants  in  their  gar¬ 
dens  to  he  seen  for  the  first  time  this 


year  since  they  had  been  sent  as  guests 
or  gifts  for  the  convention. 

Everyone  enjoys  kodachromes  of  iris 
and  gardens  even  more  than  normally 
when  they  are  shown  in  the  middle  of 
the  winter,  so  in  February  the  meeting 
was  called  a  “Kodachrome  Festival.” 
The  New  England  members  selected 
their  best  pictures  taken  in  1952.  These 
were  very  carefully  edited  by  our  Chair¬ 
man  of  Photographic  Entertainment. 
John  Bartholomew,  and  a  very  enjoy¬ 
able  meeting  resulted. 

The  next  two  meetings  were  entitled 
“Problems  of  The  Iris  Grower'’  and 
took  up  the  full  meeting  of  March  and 
the  next  meeting  in  April.  No  koda- 
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chromes  were  shown  at  either  meeting. 
All  the  main  problems  confronting  the 
general  grower  or  hybridizer  of  iris 
were  considered.  Sometimes  one  person 
was  called  to  the  floor  to  give  expert 
opinions  on  a  subject,  and  sometimes 
two  or  more  acted  as  a  panel.  At  the 
March  meeting,  among  the  subjects 
taken  up  were  “The  Planting  and  Care 
of  Newly  Acquired  Iris,”  “Feeding 
Iris,”  and  “Diseases  and  Pests  of  Iris 
and  Their  Control.”  Each  of  these  could 
have  been  a  full  meeting  subject  in 
itself. 

At  the  April  meeting  “Photographing 
Iris,”  “Hybridizing  Iris,”  “Growing  Iris 
From  Seed,*'  “Naming  Iris  Seedlings,” 
and  “Judging  Iris”  were  discussed.  Ob¬ 
viously,  time  for  questions  and  discus¬ 
sions  on  each  subject  had  to  be  limited. 
The  meetings  were  felt  to  be  highly 
rewarding  to  the  large  groups  attending. 

Starting  in  the  fall  of  1952  and  con¬ 
tinuing  until  just  before  convention 
time  in  June,  monthly  meetings  were 
held  on  Saturday  morning  at  Horti¬ 
cultural  Hall  in  Boston  where  the 
committees  discussed  every  conceivable 
problem  that  might  come  up  at  the  con¬ 
vention.  1  do  not  feel  it  is  the  position 
of  one  who  acted  as  chairman  to  give 
a  long  discussion  of  the  convention. 
Articles  in  the  AIS  Bulletin  for  this 
issue,  various  national  horticultural 
magazines,  and  the  Summer  Issue  of  the 
Region  I  Bulletin  have  done  an  excel¬ 


lent  job  of  reporting.  Briefly,  I  can  say 
the  committees  worked  with  devotion 
and  skill.  It  would  seem  that  everyone 
of  the  near  300  members  who  attended 
the  convention  has  written  a  thank-you 
note  or  letter  expressing  gratitude  for 
the  enjoyment  received.  Weather,  gar¬ 
den  conditions,  new  varieties  and  travel 
conditions  couldn't  have  been  better. 
It  was  gratifying  also  that  such  a  fine 
iris  as  Mrs.  Lowry's  Violet  Harmony 
should  win  the  Franklin  Cook  Memorial 
Cup. 

Another  highly  successful  Judge’s 
Meeting  was  held  in  late  June.  A  high 
percentage  of  judges  attended  at  the 
home  of  Harold  Knowlton  and  a  full 
afternoon  was  given  to  comparing  notes 
and  discussions  on  the  many  new  things 
seen  this  season.  The  chairman  stressed 
the  fact  that  this  was  a  meeting  for  in¬ 
formation  only  and  not  one  to  “rail¬ 
road”  into  an  award  any  pet  iris  variety 
in  or  out  of  the  region.  This  meeting 
is  possibly  one  of  the  more  eagerly 
anticipated  of  the  year. 

The  Region  I  Bulletin  continues  to 
prosper  with  subscribers  numbering 
well  beyond  previous  year. 

We  look  forward  to  a  new  book, 
“Half  Century  Of  Iris,”  by  Mr.  William 
j.  McKee  and  Prof.  Jamison  Harrison 
which  is  to  be  printed  this  fall.  Great 
interest  has  been  expressed  by  iris  en¬ 
thusiasts  already  regarding  this  book. 


PEONIES 


IRISES 


BULBS  •  DAY  LILIES  •  POPPIES 


Colorful  Catalog  Fret 
Early  orders  advised 

WASSENBER G  GARDENS 

4J/2  Miles  E.  on  U.S.  30,  ‘‘The  Peony  City** 
VAN  WERT,  OHIO 


WINDRIDGE  FARM 

Dwarfs  and  fall  beardeds. 
Hardy  northern  grown  iris  plants. 

CHARLES  M.  AND 
BELDEN  W.  STREIBICH 

R.F.D.  6,  Box  953,  Baffle  Creek,  Mich. 
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REPORT  FROM  REGION  THREE 

Mrs.  Wallace  J.  White,  RVP,  Penna. 


The  1953  season  in  Region  3,  from 
all  reports  was  one  mainly  of  rains  and 
terrific  winds.  The  stakes  used  to  sup¬ 
port  the  iris  were  the  most  prominent 
things  in  the  garden.  Due  to  our  plans 
for  attending  the  Annual  Meeting  at 
Boston,  my  garden  visits  were  limited 
to  the  Altoona  area.  At  Mrs.  Ham- 
mill's  in  Hollidaysburg,  the  English 
origination  Mabel  Chadburn  (medium 
yellow)  was  exceptionally  fine,  as  were 
Pagan  Princess,  Desert  Song,  Rainbow 
Room,  Three  Oaks,  and  Helen  Mc¬ 
Gregor.  At  Boh  Flenners,  Cloud  Castle, 
Chivalry  and  Helen  McGregor  weath¬ 
ered  the  wind  and  the  rain  remarkably 
well.  Dinah  Shore  was  a  most  pleasant 
surprise.  It  was  a  good  size  and  a  most 
pleasing  color;  golden  honey  best  de¬ 
scribes  it.  Bob  also  stated  that  Sylvia 
Murray,  China  Maid  and  White  God¬ 
dess  were  most  outstanding. 

Among  Mrs.  Gilbert  Young’s  pinks 
was  a  huge  clump  of  Paradise  Pink, 
one  of  the  best  that  I  have  seen,  also 
Cherie.  Mattie  Gates,  Gilt  Edge,  Fran- 
celia  and  Moontide  took  the  nod  for 
the  creams  and  yellows.  The  Capitol 
was  exceptionally  large  and  fine.  In¬ 
diana  Night  received  much  favorable 
comment  in  her  garden.  Mr.  Mayhue  is 
much  improved  in  health  and  his  gar¬ 
den  was  full  of  bloom.  He  has  quite  a 
few  of  his  own  seedlings  that  are  giv¬ 
ing  him  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  In 
our  own  garden  New  Horizon,  a  peach 
pink  was  beautiful  as  well  as  Orelio, 
Dusky  Night,  Limelight,  The  Francis¬ 
can,  Mystic  Melody  and  Court  Herald. 
Douglas’  Red  Majesty  was  a  wonderful 
surprise,  a  rose  red  with  glowing  yellow 
center,  very  lovely. 

Mrs.  Walter  Kimmick,  President  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Iris  Society,  states  that 
the  second  annual  iris  show  was  held  in 
the  Pittsburgh  Garden  Center  on  May 
23  and  24th.  The  Center  was  attrac¬ 
tively  decorated  with  spring  flowering 


shrubs  and  flowers  by  Mrs.  James 
Dougherty,  Show  Chairman,  and  her 
committee.  Two  hundred  and  seventy 
entries  were  beautifully  displayed  in 
the  two  large  exhibition  rooms.  The 
twenty-one  permanent  niches  featured 
guest  arrangements  done  by  members 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Flowers  Arrangers 
Guild.  Many  more  arrangements  and 
corsages  were  entered  in  the  “members 
only”  class.  The  best  stalk  of  the  show 
was  not  judged  as  such.  If  the  society’s 
membership  were  polled  I’m  sure  it 
would  have  been  Muhlestein’s  Sea  Lark. 
Most  certainly  the  judges  thought  it 
was,  but  in  neither  show  have  we  had 
a  judging  for  the  best  stalk  in  the 
show.  This  stalk  was  perfect,  with  five 
open  blooms,  and  I  know  most  of  our 
members  had  Sea  Lark  down  on  their 
order  list  this  summer.  About  372 
people  signed  our  register,  and  our 
show  chairman  estimated  there  must 
have  been  that  many  more  who  did  not 
bother  to  sign.  An  excellent  educa¬ 
tional  exhibit  staged  by  Mr.  Frank 
Cassel  received  a  great  deal  of  praise 
from  our  guests.  This  material  was 
later  used  in  a  similar  exhibit  at 
Pennsylvania  State  College  during 
“Garden  Days.” 

On  July  9th  the  AIS  members  from 
this  area  gathered  at  my  home.  Mrs. 
Hammill,  Mr.  White  and  myself  showed 
the  pictures  we  took  in  Boston  and 
gave  them  a  bird’s-eye  view  of  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting.  Every  one  seemed  to  en¬ 
joy  the  evening. 

There  were  nineteen  members  from 
this  region  who  attended  the  Boston 
meeting  and  it  was  a  decided  pleasure 
for  me  to  meet  each  one  personally. 
I  only  wish  it  could  have  been  100%, 
but  to  all  of  you,  please  keep  writing 
to  me  and  I  will  do  my  best  to  answer. 
To  all  our  new  members  a  most  hearty 
welcome.  May  your  1954  season  be 
the  best  yet. 
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Mr.  Harold  R  OSS 

Penna. 

Elmohr — rather  a  shy  bloomer. 

Spindrift  —  my  pinkest,  form  and 
height  not  good. 

Ola  Kala — deepest  yellow,  vigorous 
and  floriferous  but  not  large. 

Pink  Cameo — good  form,  not  a  deep 
pink  and  not  a  vigorous  grower. 

Prairie  Sunset — large  and  attractive, 
substance  poor  and  a  low  grower. 

Solid  Mahogany — prefer  it  to  Sable. 

Minnie  Colquitt — different  and  odd. 

Helen  McGregor — rather  small  and 
flaring  blue,  a  disappointment. 

Lady  Mohr — vigorous  and  spectacu¬ 
lar.  I  like  it  a  lot. 

Mr.  J.  Donavan  Bolger,  Norristown, 

Penna. 

Color  Carnival  and  Tally-Ho — UGH! 

Kings  Jester— a  visitor  who  hated 
plicatas,  thought  it  gorgeous.  So  what? 

Amandine — simply  wonderful. 

Jane  Phillips — it  can  “take  every¬ 
thing.”  Beautiful  beyond  words. 

Moonlight  Sonata — a  lovely  different 
shade  of  yellow. 

Italian  Joy — one  that  we  should  see 
more  of. 

Rilla  Gabbert — a  beauty  in  the  brown- 
rose  class.  Overlooked  by  most. 

Arabian  Nights — rather  a  washed  out 
color  on  a  one  year  plant. 

Custard — looked  very  good  on  a  one 
year  plant. 

Mrs.  Walter  L.  Kimmick,  Pittsburgh, 

Penna. 

Pinnacle  (Stevens)  This  yellow  amo- 
ena  did  exceptionally  well  in  my  gar¬ 
den,  and  is  a  rapid  increaser.  Stood  up 
well  in  the  heat. 

Extravaganza  (Douglas)  Amoena 
with  cream-white  standards  and  blend¬ 
ed  copper,  red  and  violet  falls  is  a 
good  performer  in  my  garden.  Holds 
its  color  well.  Slow  increaser  for  me. 

Amandine  (Douglas)  Phis  fine  cream 
does  very  well  for  me.  Large  blooms 
of  good  substance,  stays  fresh  long  after 
others  have  folded.  Good  bloomer  here. 


Melody  Lane  (Whiting)  Excellent 
garden  value.  Husky  stalks  stand  wind 
and  rains  well.  Is  not  a  rapid  increaser 
for  me. 

Garden  Glory  (Whiting)  Doesn’t 
thrive  for  me.  Lost  my  third  clump  last 
winter.  Everyone  else  tells  me  it  grows 
like  weeds  for  them.  Ordered  another 
rhizome  this  summer,  and  will  try  again. 

Fantasy  (Hall)  Good  substance  and 
branching.  Stands  wind  and  rain  well, 
hut  color  fades  somewhat  under  hot 
sun.  Slow  of  increase  for  me. 

Sunset  Blaze  (Kleinsorge)  A  good 
bloomer,  and  it  holds  its  color  better 
than  anything  1  have  in  this  color  class. 
Good  increaser. 

Argus  Pheasant  (DeForest)  Good 
bloomer;  slow  increaser.  Blooms  hold 
up  well  in  rain  and  sun. 

Distance  (Cook)  Excellent  garden 
value.  A  rampant  bloomer  and  in¬ 
creaser.  Just  thrives  like  a  weed. 

Legionnaire  (Graves-Watkins)  This 
exquisite,  graceful  pale  blue  blooms 
freely  over  a  longer  period  than  most 
iris.  Good  increaser  and  holds  its  color 
well. 

Cloud  Castle — This  old  wisteria  blue 
is  a  prolific  bloomer  and  increaser  for 
me,  and  makes  a  magnificent  garden 
picture. 

Spanish  Peaks  (Loomis)  A  good  all- 
around  doer. 

Zantha — Have  replaced  this  three 
times.  Like  it  very  much,  but  it  rots 
out  during  the  winter. 

Lady  Boscawen  (Graves)  A  fine  per¬ 
former.  Excellent  stalks,  prolific  bloom 
and  increase. 

Cherie  (Hall)  Rapid  of  increase  and 
prolific  bloomer.  Color  fades  in  hot  sun, 
but  withstands  rain  and  wind  better 
than  most  pinks.  Grows  low  for  me. 

Helen  McGregor  (Graves)  An  excel¬ 
lent  bloomer  and  increaser.  Holds  up 
well  under  normal  conditions. 

Chivalry  (Wills)  A  vigorous  grower.. 
Flowers  freely  over  a  longer  period 
than  most  of  my  blues.  Good  sturdy 
branches. 


Varietal  Comments  from  Region  3 

Smith,  Hu  Boise, 
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Blue  Valley  (K.  Smith)  A  good  medi¬ 
um  blue,  with  very  tall,  sturdy  stalks. 

Rainbow  Room  (Sass)  A  slow  grower 
for  me,  and  an  indifferent  bloomer.  One 
bloomstalk  last  summer,  and  none  the 
year  before. 

The  Capitol — Another  sulker  for  me. 
Three  years  netted  one  increase  and 
one  bloomstalk. 

Firecracker — A  good  performer  over 
the  years,  but  hard  to  place  properly  in 


the  garden.  It  fairly  screams  for  at¬ 
tention. 

Sea  Lark  (Muhlestein)  A  fine  doer 
for  me;  very  tall,  sturdy  stalks  which 
frequently  bear  four  or  five  blooms  at 
once.  Well  branched  and  holds  its 
color  well.  Wonder  why  we  don’t  hear 
much  about  this  iris? 

Sky  Ranger — Good  performer.  Un¬ 
usually  tall,  husky  stalks,  well  branched, 
free  flowering.  Color  holds  well  for  me. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  REGION  4 

Mrs.  Fred  S.  Perkins,  Va. 


The  annual  meeting  of  Region  4  was 
held  in  Roanoke,  Virginia,  May  16  and 
17.  On  Saturday,  May  16,  the  group 
met  at  the  Roanoke  Garden  Center  to 
begin  the  tour  of  gardens. 

Mrs.  F.  Allen  Brown’s  garden  was  the 
first  on  the  schedule.  This  is  a  beauty 
spot,  completely  surrounded  by  beauti¬ 
ful  trees  and  shrubbery.  A  focal  point 
of  her  garden  is  an  artistically  arranged 
formal  garden.  Mrs.  Brown  has  her 
beds  and  beds  of  tall  bearded  iris 
beautifully  displayed.  Among  the  many 
beauties  seen,  much  attention  was 
drawn  to  Mr.  Hall’s  Limelight  and 
Palomino. 

Next  on  the  schedule  was  the  garden 
of  Mrs.  C.  A.  Herbert.  There  we  saw 
many  of  the  newer  varieties.  Truly 
Yours  stood  out  like  a  bright  light  and 
like  a  magnet  drew  everyone  back  to 
the  clump  over  and  over  again.  Among 
other  outstanding  iris,  Pinnacle,  Mary 
Randall,  Helen  Collingwood  and  Copper 
Medallion  were  enjoyed. 

Journeying  on  to  the  garden  of  Mrs. 
Julian  Preston,  we  saw  many  lovely 
iris,  new  and  old.  Starshine  was  especi¬ 
ally  lovely.  Mrs.  Preston  also  showed 
us  a  number  of  seedlings  grown  from 
her  own  crosses.  Among  them  was 
a  beautifully  textured,  well-branched 
white  with  lavender  undertone.  The 
judges  among  the  group  were  most  im¬ 
pressed  with  this  seedling. 

From  Mrs.  Preston’s  garden,  we  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Mrs.  Maslin  Davis’  garden. 
We  especially  enjoyed  our  visit  here. 


Mrs.  Davis’  garden  is  not  a  large  one, 
but  along  with  her  beautiful  iris  she 
has  a  most  amazing  horticultural  dis¬ 
play  of  dozens  of  varieties  of  flowers, 
including  rock-plants  by  the  score — 
all  growing  beautifully.  Centering  this 
rock  garden  is  a  tiny  pool,  cool  and 
inviting.  One  of  the  greatest  surprises  to 
the  visitors,  was  the  profusion  of  many 
different  kinds  of  ferns.  This  visit  con¬ 
cluded  the  morning  tour. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  visited  the  gar¬ 
den  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reynard  Jones. 
Although  slightly  past  its  peak  this 
garden  was  well  worth  seeing.  Mr. 
Jones  is  a  real  iris  enthusiast  and  all 
marveled  at  the  size  of  his  blooms  and 
the  health  and  beauty  of  the  foliage. 

His  iris  are  planted  in  rows  with  a 
background  of  shrubbery  and  roses 
making  a  lovely  picture  as  one  enters 
the  garden.  Before  leaving  the  Jones 
garden,  the  rains  came. 

During  a  lull  in  the  storm,  we  started 
to  the  garden  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Howell.  Before  we  could  tour  this  gar¬ 
den  the  rains  were  so  heavy  that  we 
could  only  sit  on  the  porch  and  discuss 
his  new  seedling,  No.  4830-557.  Every¬ 
one  was  most  anxious  to  see  this  seed¬ 
ling  which  5  judges  gave  an  H.C.  last 
year.  It  is  a  crisp,  cool  yellow,  deli-  ! 
cately  lovely  and  slightly  crinkled. 

The  heavy  storm  eliminated  a  visit 
to  Mrs.  D.  S.  Overstreet’s  garden.  Mrs. 
Overstreet,  because  of  a  death  in  her 
family,  could  not  join  us  on  the  tour 
but  had  opened  her  garden  for  the  tour. 
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Mrs.  Overstreet  has  been  growing  iris 
several  years  and  includes  many  other 
varieties  of  lovely  flowers  in  her  garden 
collection. 

By  late  afternoon  the  storm  was  over 
and  plans  made  for  a  picnic  supper  at 
Lakeside  Park  went  forward.  The  sup¬ 
per  was  gay  with  reviews  of  the  days 
outing.  During  the  annual  meeting  that 
night,  at  which  Mrs.  Fred  S.  Perkins, 
Region  Vice-President  presided,  Mr. 
E.  C.  Howell  was  elected  Secretary.  A 
question  and  answer  period  concluded 
the  meeting.  No  invitation  has  been 
extended  the  group  for  the  next  annual 
meeting,  as  representatives  wished  to 
consult  their  group  upon  return  home. 

Sunday  morning,  we  visited  the  gar¬ 
den  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  Fishburn. 
This  visit  was  indeed  an  inspiration  to 
us  all.  Not  only  the  iris  were  lovely, 
but  the  peonies,  azaleas,  lilacs,  ever¬ 
greens  and  the  flowering  shrubs.  Mrs. 
Fishburn’s  rose  garden  can  only  be 
spoken  of  in  superlatives. 

From  Mr.  Fishburn’s  garden  we  went 
to  Fincastle  to  the  garden  of  Mr.  E.  W. 
Camden.  Here  we  saw  a  beautiful  dis¬ 
play  of  well  grown  iris.  On  a  sloping 
hillside,  Mr.  Camden  is  growing  his 
iris  on  a  high  standard  of  excellence — 
gay  and  modern — shining  with  light 
and  color. 

The  annual  meeting  of  Region  IV  was 
brought  to  a  close  with  a  delicious 
luncheon  at  Archie’s.  Good-byes  were 
said — each  going  to  his  or  her  respec¬ 
tive  home  hoping  to  be  together  again 
another  iris  blooming  time. 


Iris  Society  of  Roanoke 
Is  Organized 

On  March  28,  a  group  of  20  iris  en¬ 
thusiasts  met  at  The  Garden  Center  in 
Roanoke  to  organize  the  Iris  Society  of 
Roanoke. 

Mrs.  Fred  S.  Perkins,  Vice-President 
of  Region  4,  AIS,  presided.  Mrs.  Perk¬ 
ins  spoke  briefly  to  the  group  about 
the  advantages  of  such  an  organization. 
She  specifically  mentioned  the  progress 
made  by  the  Norfolk  Iris  Society  in 
their  brief  existence. 

The  group  voted  to  organize  as  a 
society  and  have  as  its  purpose  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  iris  culture.  Mrs.  F.  Allen 
Brown  was  elected  the  society’s  first 
President.  Mrs.  Julian  Preston,  Vice- 
President,  Mr.  E.  C.  Howell,  Recording 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mrs.  C.  A. 
Herbert,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mrs. 
James  W.  Daughtridge,  Publicity  Chair¬ 
man  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Fishburn,  Advisor. 

It  was  unanimously  voted  that  only 
members  in  good  standing  in  The 
American  Iris  Society  would  be  eligible 
to  membership  to  this  society.  The 
society  voted  to  invite  Region  4  to 
Roanoke  for  the  Annual  Meeting.  Mrs. 
C.  A.  Herbert  was  appointed  Chairman 
of  Arrangements  for  the  Annual  Meet¬ 
ing  to  be  held  in  Roanoke,  May  16  and 
17. 

At  the  organizing  meeting  there  were 
20  members  present.  Since  organizing, 
the  membership  has  increased  by  8 
members. 


REGION  6 

Jay  C.  Ackerman,  RVP,  Mich. 


The  1953  Iris  season  in  Region  6  was 
generally  good — not  the  best  ever,  but 
there  was  plenty  of  bloom  to  be  seen. 
Gardens  in  some  localities  suffered  from 
the  vagaries  of  the  weather,  ranging 
from  ordinary  dry  weather  to  unusual 
things  like  hail  and  tornadoes,  but  these 
adversities  were  not  general  or  wide¬ 
spread. 


Iris  interest  in  the  Region  is  con¬ 
stantly  building  up  as  evidenced  by 
three  principal  phases  of  Regional  ac¬ 
tivity-attendance  at  meetings,  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  local  iris  clubs  and 
societies,  and  the  staging  of  iris  shows. 

MEETINGS 

Considering  that  the  iris  year  covers 
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the  period  from  August  to  August  for 
the  purpose  of  this  report,  I  will  lap 
hack  into  Earl  Evans’  tenure  of  office 
as  RVP  to  report  on  our  third  annual 
fall  meeting,  the  Hybridizer’s  Round¬ 
table,  which  was  held  at  the  Veteran’s 
Memorial  Building  in  Detroit  on  Oc¬ 
tober  19,  1952.  Mrs.  Harry  L.  Armiger 
was  Chairman  of  Arrangements  for  this 
meeting  and  had  everything  all  set  for 
a  pleasant  and  profitable  day  for  the 
55  members  who  attended.  The  morn¬ 
ing  was  taken  up  with  a  social  hour 
during  registration  and  a  general  bus¬ 
iness  meeting  of  the  group.  A  delight¬ 
ful  luncheon  was  served  in  the  banquet 
hall  at  noon,  followed  by  the  Round¬ 
table  discussion  of  hybridizing  problems 
with  Walter  Welch  as  leader  and  a 
selected  panel  of  “experts”  to  assist 
him.  Drawing  for  door  prizes  and  then 
a  showing  of  Kodachrome  slides  by 
Herbert  Shinkle  made  the  day  a  full 
one. 

The  next  well  attended  meeting, 
though  it  is  a  personal  enterprise  rather 
than  a  Regional  affair,  was  “Dwarf 
Time”  at  Walter  Welch’s  International 
Dwarf  Iris  Test  Garden  in  Middlebury, 
Indiana  on  May  10,  1953.  This  was 
the  day  when  most  visitors  gathered 
there — the  climax  of  the  Dwarf  season, 
but  due  to  the  variation  in  bloom  sea¬ 
son  of  the  different  Dwarf  species,  no 
one  day  can  be  set  to  see  them  all.  The 
Dwarf  season  is  ushered  in  by  bloom  on 
the  pumila  varieties  and  derivatives  a 
week  or  10  days  ahead  of  the  bloom  on 
chamaeiris  and  arenaria  hybrids.  Some 
Dwarf  Iris  enthusiasts  come  to  Middle¬ 
bury  and  stay  in  the  territory  for  a 
week  or  more  to  see  the  principle  bloom 
on  all  of  the  Dwarfs.  Walter  reported 
that  more  than  150  visitors  were  at  the 
gardens  during  the  week  of  peak  bloom 
— some  from  as  far  away  as  Texas  and 
New  England.  Rare  species  are  con¬ 
stantly  being  sought  out  and  added  to 
the  Test  Gardens  and  the  new  things 
constantly  being  developed  through 
hard  work  and  some  5000  seedlings  a 
year  have  made  Walter’s  project  a 


revelation  to  the  uninitiated  and  a 
mecca  of  unbounded  interest  to  the 
members  of  the  Dwarf  Iris  Club.  You 
won’t  believe  it  until  you  see  it. 

Our  regular  annual  summer  meeting 
was  held  in  Elmore  and  Fremont,  Ohio 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  May  30  and 
31st,  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  Waters  as 
principal  hosts.  This  date  caught  Don’s 
home  garden  at  a  gorgeous  peak  of 
bloom,  with  plants  as  beautifully  grown 
as  were  ever  seen  anywhere.  (If  I 
could  grow  plants  as  well  as  he  does, 
I’d  give  up  this  RVP’s  job,  quit  my 
wanderings,  and  just  sit  home  and  ad¬ 
mire  them).  To  be  seen  in  the  Waters’ 
garden  were  some  200  varieties  repre¬ 
senting  a  cross  section  of  the  finest  new 
things  from  most  of  the  hybridizers  in 
the  country.  Competing  with  the  best 
of  the  others  was  Don’s  seedling  B-51, 
a  brilliant  golden  brown  with  plenty  of 
class.  Other  fine  gardens  supporting 
the  meeting  were  those  of  Miss  Olive 
Bowman  in  Woodville,  who  had  over 
200  varieties  blooming,  C.  H.  Le  Gron’s 
commercial  garden  in  Toledo,  the  beau¬ 
tiful  10  acre  estate  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  J.  Schedel  in  Elmore,  and  the  well- 
kept  grounds  and  garden  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Nunamaker  in  Fremont. 
Along  with  iris,  the  Nunamaker  garden 
had  a  wonderful  collection  of  those 
other  perennials  which  everyone  but 
myself  knows  the  names  of.  but  which 
1  can’t  remember — likewise  some  fine 
specimen  trees,  which  weren't  poplars 
or  maples. 

We  were  especially  happy  to  have 
with  us  from  outside  the  Region,  AIS 
Vice-Presidents  Marion  R.  Walker  and 
Mrs.  Walker  of  Ventura,  California, 
and  W.  F.  Scott,  Jr.  and  Mrs.  Scott 
of  Ferguson,  Missouri,  also  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Scott,  Sr.  of  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas.  They  were  Boston  bound  and 
had  time  to  stop  on  their  way. 

Noon  luncheon  on  Saturday  was 
served  to  94  people  at  the  St.  John’s 
Evangelical  Church  in  Elmore,  and  79 
attended  the  annual  banquet  in  the 
evening  at  the  Hotel  Fremont  in  Fre- 
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mont.  The  program  following  the  ban¬ 
quet  took  the  form  of  a  panel  dis¬ 
cussion  on  assigned  topics  with  Mr. 
Marion  Walker,  Mr.  W.  F.  Scott,  Jr., 
Dr.  Frank  B.  Galyon  of  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich.,  Mrs.  V.  R.  Frederick  of  Urbana, 
Ohio,  Mr.  Walter  Welch,  and  Mr.  Don¬ 
ald  Waters  taking  part.  Mrs.  Herbert 
Shinkle  had  charge  of  table  decorations. 
She  enlisted  the  aid  of  others  in  pro¬ 
ducing  some  very  beautiful  arrange¬ 
ments.  Mrs.  Shinkle’s  individual  place 
pieces  were  made  to  commemorate  the 
Ohio  Sesquicentennial  and  carefully 
and  cleverly  executed. 

The  National  Meeting  at  Boston  pro¬ 
vided  a  grand  climax  to  the  bloom  sea¬ 
son.  Congratulations  and  all  thanks  to 
Region  1  for  a  splendid  meeting.  To 
brag  just  a  little,  Region  6  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  highest  attendance  of  any 
Region  except  the  host  Region — 22  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  official  score  board. 

CLUBS  AND  LOCAL  SOCIETIES 

Region  6  now  has,  according  to  my 
latest  count,  15  organized  local  societies, 
three  having  been  added  in  the  past 
vear.  They  are : 

The  Columbus  Iris  Society,  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio 

The  Indianapolis  Hemerocallis  and 
Iris  Society,  Indianapolis,  Indiana 

The  Iris  Growers  of  Eastern  Indiana, 
Muncie  and  Anderson,  Indiana 

The  Northeastern  Indiana  Iris  So¬ 
ciety,  Waterloo  and  Bluffton,  Indi¬ 
ana 

The  Iris  Garden  Club  of  Newcastle, 
Indiana 

The  Elkhart  Iris  Club,  Elkhart,  Indi¬ 
ana 

Isisarians  of  Greater  Grand  Rapids, 
Michigan 

The  Detroit  Iris  Society,  Detroit, 
Michigan 

The  Southern  Michigan  Iris  Society, 
Detroit,  Michigan 

Mio  Irisarians,  Mio,  Michigan 

The  Central  Michigan  Iris  Society, 
Flint,  Michigan 

The  Southwestern  Michigan  Iris 
Society,  Kalamazoo,  Michigan 


The  Battle  Creek  Iris  Society,  Battle 
Creek,  Michigan 

I  he  Saginaw  Valley  Iris  Society, 
Saginaw,  Michigan 

South  Central  Michigan  Iris  Club, 
Tecumseh,  Michigan 

The  groups  at  Elkhart,  Saginaw,  and 
Tecumseh  are  the  ones  organized  in  the 
past  year.  The  local  groups  have  or¬ 
ganized  Garden  tours  and  shows  in 
their  own  localities. 

IRIS  SHOWS 

All  shows  in  the  Region  have  been 
sponsored  by  the  local  groups.  This 
year  saw  shows  at: 

Brookside  Park  Community  Center, 
Indianapolis,  on  May  23  and  24 

Mrs.  Margaret  Griffith  Gillman,  Gen¬ 
eral  Chairman 

Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Newcastle, 
May  22  and  23 

Mrs.  Carl  Miles,  General  Chairman 
Sportsman  Conservation  Club  Room, 
Anderson,  May  23  and  24 
Y.W.C.A.,  Flint,  June  6 
Lilac  Cottage,  Kalamazoo,  June  7 
Mio  Community  Building,  Mio,  June  14 

The  dates  of  these  shows  indicate 
the  spread  of  bloomtime  from  the  south¬ 
ern  to  the  northern  parts  of  the  Region, 
and  even  then  do  not  touch  the  most 
southerly  or  northerly  sections  of  the 
region. 

State  Chairmen  assisting  the  R.V.P. 
are: 

Indiana — Walter  Welch,  Middlebury 

Michigan — J.  Nelson  Brown,  Hunt¬ 
ington  Woods 

Ohio— Mrs.  V.  R.  Frederick,  Urbana 

The  Regional  slide  collection  is  in 
the  charge  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert 
Shinkle  of  Clayton,  Ohio.  This  collec¬ 
tion  is  available  to  the  public  at  a  nom¬ 
inal  rental. 

Last  but  not  least,  Region  6  is  lit¬ 
erally  alive  with  hybridizing  activity, 
from  our  Dean  of  Hybridizers  Paul 
Cook  right  on  down  to  new  member  Joe 
Doakes  who  harvested  his  first  bee-set 
pod  this  year — something  good  should 
come  from  that. 
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REGION  7  REPORT 

Carl  Carpenter,  RVP,  Ky. 


The  iris  season  starts  almost  as  early 
and  lasts  longer  in  Region  7  than  in 
most  of  the  other  regions,  so  those  who 
are  inclined  to  garden  visit  can  see  a 
lot  of  iris  with  a  minimum  of  traveling. 
The  gardens  in  Memphis  alone  are  al¬ 
most  equal  to  any  of  the  National  meet¬ 
ings  so  far  as  iris  to  be  seen.  We  are 
very  fortunate  in  the  number  of  fine 
displays  of  iris  in  our  region.  Most  of 
you  know  the  Wills’  and  Douglas’ 
gardens  in  Nashville,  but  how  many  of 
you  have  visited  the  Elbert  Ward,  Jr., 
garden  in  Jackson,  Mississippi,  the  Wil¬ 
liam  Wicker  gardens  in  Knoxville,  Miss 
Alta  Shelton’s  and  Mrs.  T.  S.  William¬ 
son’s  in  Florence,  Alabama?  All  these 
gardens  have  on  display  many  of  the 
new  iris — very  well  grown. 

The  season  started  with  me  the  last 
week  of  April  when  I  spent  several  days 
in  Memphis  and  the  adjacent  territory 
visiting  the  many  fine  iris  gardens.  I 
was  the  guest  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  F. 
Reynolds,  so  their  garden  was  the  first 
seen  and  what  a  magnificent  display  it 
was.  The  iris  were  in  long  rows  and 
well  marked  so  you  could  tell  what  you 
were  seeing.  I  had  my  first  view  of  Pic¬ 
ture  Window  and  Bel  Air  there  and 
thought  them  very  good.  The  Reynolds 
gardens  have  so  many  varieties  that  it 
is  hard  to  single  out  a  few. 

Our  next  visit  was  to  the  Richard 
Banks  home  at  Hollywood,  Mississippi. 
This  garden  had  been  remade  the  year 
before  but  you  would  have  thought  that 
it  was  at  least  two  seasons  old.  The 
beds  were  raised  and  outlined  with 
pansies  and  so  many  pansies  I  never 
saw  before.  These  pansies  almost  stole 
the  show  from  the  iris  despite  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  finest  varieties  from 
all  over  the  country  were  there  and  one 
of  the  finest  was  Frances  Craig,  a  pale 
blue  from  the  west.  From  the  way  it 
was  growing  and  blooming  there  it 
looked  as  though  it  would  grow  any¬ 
where.  Lady  Dozier  was  another  that 


was  putting  on  a  show.  Other  high¬ 
lights  were  Spring  Morn,  Golden 
Plover,  Spanish  Fandango,  Rendevous, 
Sporting  News,  Concord  Velvet;  this 
last  is  one  that  took  everyone  by  storm 
for  it  is  a  large  flower  that  grows  tall 
and  is  velvety  Concord  grape  color. 
Arcadia  Buttercup  in  a  large  clump  was 
one  of  the  most  impressive  iris  seen  this 
season.  There  were  dozens  and  dozens 
of  other  new  ones  in  this  garden.  John 
Pierce  also  has  an  up-to-the-minute 
planting  but  his  own  things  are  the 
highlights  of  his  garden,  for  they  all 
have  quality.  John  and  Gladys  Pierce 
are  severe  critics  of  their  own  iris  as 
well  as  those  of  others.  Memphis  Belle 
and  Maid  of  Cotton  are  the  introduced 
varieties,  but  there  are  several  others, 
notably  Icecapade,  White  Waves,  Rose 
Sails,  Bronze  Star,  (this  was  also  a 
standout  in  Banks  garden)  and  Celest- 
ia.  You  will  see  Foxfire  in  all  the 
Memphis  gardens  and  what  a  brilliant 
yellow  it  is  and  it  performs  wonder¬ 
fully.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  R.  Fox  have 
a  small  yard  but  they  manage  to  grow 
a  few  seedlings  as  well  as  many  select 
iris.  Of  course,  Foxfire  is  a  standout 
here  in  its  home  garden.  The  clump 
is  not  too  large  for  it  has  been  a  good 
seller  and  also  the  Fox’s  see  that  all 
their  friends  grow  it.  In  this  garden  I 
was  particularly  impressed  with  the  bed 
of  the  Dykes  winners  (American,  Eng¬ 
lish  and  French)  and  1  saw  several 
that  I  had  not  seen  before.  One  that 
particularly  impressed  me  was  Nicole 
Lassailly,  which,  as  well  as  I  can  re¬ 
call,  was  white  with  violet  stripes  on 
the  falls.  I  have  been  fortunate  enough 
to  acquire  one  for  my  own  garden  so 
can  give  a  more  detailed  account  after 
it  blooms. 

They  tell  me  that  Mrs.  Nolan  West 
and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Page  of  Sardis,  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Avent  and  Mrs.  T. 
B.  Revell,  Jr.,  of  Grenada,  Mississippi, 
have  lovely  gardens  and  fine  displays 
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of  the  modern  iris  and  also  some  of  the 
rarer  species.  I  hope  to  be  lucky 
enough  to  visit  their  gardens  next 
spring.  Jake  Scharff  has  as  finely 
grown  iris  as  I  have  ever  seen  and 
they  are  mostly  new  varieties,  but  I  was 
so  busy  visiting  with  friends  that  I 
made  no  notes  while  there.  Jake  is 
good  at  whatever  he  puts  his  hand  to 
and  we  are  proud  of  what  he  did  as 
membership  chairman  for  the  Mem¬ 
phis  area.  You  should  see  the  koda- 
chrome  slides  he  makes  for  none  are 
superior. 

Mrs.  William  F.  Murrah  has  a  garden 
that  would  intrigue  anyone  whether  a 
lover  of  iris  or  other  flowers.  Her 
African  violets  are  the  envy  of  every¬ 
one  who  sees  them.  Mrs.  A.  F.  Allen 
has  an  iris  planting  that  is  very  color¬ 
ful.  The  way  she  gets  so  many  iris  in 
the  space  growing  and  blooming  as  they 
do,  is  something  to  admire.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  S.  Carney  have  lots  of 
interesting  seedlings  and  many  newer 
named  varieties.  One  is  especially  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  Miles  varieties  he 
grows,  and  he  grows  most  of  them. 
Requiem  is  a  lovely  dark  iris  as  is  the 
older  City  of  Stratford  which  should 
be  better  known  for  it  has  depth  of 
color  and  a  richness  that  few  have. 
Vandebeth  is  a  pale  blue  overlaid  with 
heliotrope  that  is  very  striking,  Eliza¬ 
beth  of  England  and  Ballet  in  Blue 
are  a  couple  of  lighter  blues  that  would 
grace  any  of  our  gardens.  It  was  in 
this  garden  that  I  first  saw  Ebony 
Echo.  Ebony  Echo  and  Quechee  are  the 
most  satisfying  of  the  reds  I  have  seen. 
They  both  have  a  starched  look  and  a 
luminance  that  makes  them  show  up 
in  the  Garden. 

The  Carneys  have  many  of  the  newer 
pinks  but  it  is  at  the  garden  of  Mrs. 
Ketchum  (how  we  will  miss  this  grand 
old  lady)  that  the  pinks  were  in  evi¬ 
dence.  She  added  the  cream  of  the 
crop  each  season,  and  here  we  often 
had  our  first  view  of  many  of  the  newer 
things. 


The  Greater  Louisville  Iris  Society 
put  on  a  show  in  May  and  while  there 
I  visited  several  of  the  gardens  and  saw 
many  of  the  better  new  things.  Among 
the  Louisville  gardens  that  have  fine  iris 
displays  are  Mrs.  James  U.  Smith,  Mrs. 
S.  D.  Kerr,  Mr.  Sydney  Wright,  Mr.  J. 
H.  Drake,  and  Rev.  George  S.  Watson. 
Mrs.  Kerr,  is  the  hybridizer  of  Echo 
Valley,  a  lovely  plicata  of  white  heavily 
marked  with  deep  violet. 

In  my  own  garden  some  of  the  high¬ 
lights  were  Blue  Steel,  an  iris  that  is 
bound  to  come  to  the  forefront.  Not 
only  does  its  color  have  garden  value 
but  it  is  a  good  grower  and  has  what 
makes  a  good  iris.  Montecito  is  the 
most  beautiful  of  the  lemon  yellows 
and  white.  I  am  afraid  it  will  not  like 
our  late  cold  spells  in  the  spring,  but 
it  is  well  worth  trying  to  acclimate. 
Blue  Blood  is  a  lovely  blended  blue. 
Maid  of  Cotton  and  White  Waves  are 
two  of  the  best  whites  I  have  seen. 
They  are  shaped  differently  but  both 
have  a  touch  of  green  on  the  haft.  The 
Spartan  is  a  brilliant  yellow  that  stands 
out  in  the  garden.  It  is  very  weather 
resistant  and  a  fine  grower.  Pagan 
Royal  showed  up  just  as  fine  as  when  I 
saw  it  in  St.  Louis  last  year  so  1  class  it 
as  one  of  the  finer  large  dark  iris.  Year 
after  year  Humming  Bird  puts  on  a 
show  that  few  can  equal  and  each 
year  I  find  myself  liking  it  just  a  little 
bit  more.  Chiquita  has  always  been  my 
favorite  until  I  saw  Cape  Cod  in  Bos¬ 
ton.  Gala  (Carl  Schirmer)  is  a  beau¬ 
tiful  tan  and  rose  blend  with  more 
laciness  than  Chantilly,  and  all  the 
garden  visitors  liked  it.  Show  me  a 
white  with  more  garden  value  than  The 
Capitol,  with  its  rich  gold  beard.  How 
the  visitors  raved  over  it  even  if  it  is 
an  older  one.  Pink  Plume  was  better 
this  year  than  last  even  as  we  saw  it  in 
St.  Louis.  Some  of  the  older  things 
that  all  the  garden  visitors  like  are 
Orangeman,  Glad  Tidings,  Ranger, 
Cloth  of  Gold,  Rilla  Gabbert,  Leading 
Lady,  New  Snow,  Garden  Glory.  Pale 
Primrose  and  Firecracker.  Violet  Harm- 
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ony  is  another  of  the  outstanding  new 
things  this  year  and  I  was  not  at  all 
surprised  when  I  got  to  Boston  and  it 
was  awarded  the  Franklin  Cook  Me¬ 
morial  Cup.  Golden  Plover  is  another 
that  stood  out. 

Region  7  went  over  the  top  in  the 
membership  campaign  this  year.  I  was 
agreeably  surprised  that  so  many  en¬ 
tered  into  the  campaign  and  it  doesn't 
seem  possible  that  one  person  could 
get  as  many  new  members  as  did  Mrs. 
Serlena  (Leo  F.)  Reynolds,  of  Mem¬ 
phis.  The  Alabama  workers  more  than 
doubled  the  membership  of  their  state, 
which  is  quite  an  accomplishment.  We 
hope  you  will  be  hearing  from  us 
shortly  with  other  accomplishments. 

Our  region  was  well  represented  at 
the  National  meeting  in  Boston,  with 
twelve  in  attendance.  We  saw  lots  of 
iris  and  enjoyed  fellowship  with  old 
friends  and  made  many  new  ones.  Some 
of  the  iris  that  stood  out  above  others 
there  were  Violet  Harmony,  Caramel, 
Cape  Cod,  Fairday,  Mystic  Lakes  (one 
of  my  favorites)  and  Sable  Night  (won¬ 
der  how  many  people  were  disappointed 
that  they  couldn’t  get  it?)  Kiki  is 
certainly  as  fine  as  any  blue  I  have 
seen  if  it  will  grow  as  well  for  the 
rest  of  us  as  it  did  for  Kenneth  Stone. 
Gene  Wild  tells  me  that  it  does  well 
for  them  in  Missouri.  1  was  impressed 
by  the  many  fine  seedlings  at  Harold 
Knowlton’s  and  at  Mrs.  Corey’s.  Watch 
and  see  if  Gay  Head  doesn’t  take  its 
place  at  the  head  of  the  variegatas. 
Cherry  Falls  is  not  large  but  every¬ 
one  was  wanting  it  just  the  same  for 
the  coloring  is  brilliant.  And  why  have 
I  waited  so  long  to  mention  Wedding 
Bouquet  which  is  right  at  the  head  of 
the  whites  as  it  seems  perfect  in  every 


way  and  we  all  love  that  green  that 
shows  up.  And  what  a  lovely  ruffled 
flower  Sugar  Plum  was. 

Anthea  caught  my  eye  in  the  Corey 
garden  as  did  Tinted  Porcelain.  Frances 
Kent  was  seen  several  places  and  al¬ 
ways  made  a  good  impression.  And 
Autumn  Brown — what  a  vivid  glowing 
color  it  was  and  it  had  every  other 
qaulity  that  goes  with  a  good  iris.  I 
was  impressed  with  Rosedale  because 
it  seemed  just  a  little  different  from 
most  of  the  pinks.  Gold  Chevrons  was 
lovely  at  Knowlton’s  and  I  don’t  know 
that  I  ever  saw  an  iris  more  aptly 
named  for  the  heavy  gold  beard  looked 
just  like  gold  chevrons.  Velva  was  a 
fine  thing  that  I  had  never  heard  of 
before  but  hope  to  have  sometime. 
Port  Wine  and  Raspberry  Ribbon  seem 
very  much  alike  but  I  believe  that  Rasp¬ 
berry  Ribbon  is  a  little  less  coarse 
looking.  Of  the  Minnie  Colquitt  type 
I  have  never  seen  anything  better  than 
Bird  Song  which  has  fine  substance, 
is  a  beautifully  shaped  flower  and  is 
very  floriferous. 

Mr.  McKee’s  garden  is  always  a 
thrill  for  there  is  such  an  abundance  of 
bloom.  His  deep  yellows  have  a  strong 
appeal  for  most  of  us.  Mayan  Gold  and 
Yukon  caught  my  eye  at  once.  Ponder 
is  a  good  blue  that  most  of  us  noticed. 
There  were  so  many  that  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  enumerate  all  of  them.  Any¬ 
way,  we  saw  them  and  when  someone 
else  tells  about  them  I  will  probably 
say,  “Yes,  that  is  also  one  of  my  favor¬ 
ites.” 

All  in  all,  Region  7  is  faring  pretty 
well  but  we  are  hopeful  of  accomplish¬ 
ing  much  more  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Society  in  the  future. 


THE  MEMPHIS  GROUP  OF  REGION  7  REPORTS 


Mrs.  Leo  F.  Reynolds,  Tenn. 


Our  iris  season  this  year  was  mostly 
a  culmination  of  calamities.  The  sum¬ 
mer  of  1952  gave  us  the  worst  drouth 
and  the  hottest  weather  in  the  records 


of  the  weather  bureau.  This  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  wettest,  coldest  spring 
of  my  experience.  We  had  watered 
and  cultivated  and  our  first  real  crop 
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of  seedlings  started  early  spring  with 
remarkable  development  and  promise. 
In  March  after  several  weeks  of  cold, 
wet  weather,  they  began  to  get  leaf 
spot.  We  picked  and  trimmed  but  it 
developed  apace.  Soon  whole  plants 
got  brown  and  sticky  and  died. 

The  main  bed  wasn’t  affected  for 
several  weeks  after  the  seedling  patch 
started  with  the  bacterial  leaf  spot. 
Then  as  the  season  continued,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  iris  started  getting  it.  The  bed 
of  Pink  Ruffles  and  Castalia  in  the 
front  yard  with  a  south  slope,  pro¬ 
tected  by  trees  and  buildings,  and  the 
bed  in  the  back  yard,  protected  from 
the  north  with  trees  and  shrubs,  re¬ 
mained  perfectly  healthy. 

Then  one  by  one,  we  got  word  that 
it  was  starting  in  other  gardens.  The 
exposed  iris  developed  it  first  in  every 
case.  Then  I  began  to  get  letters  from 
several  towns  around  Memphis,  asking 
what  to  do  for  it. 

After  all  this  deluge  of  spring,  we 
passed  immediately  into  another  drouth. 
This  took  an  additional  toll  of  iris  most 
weakened  by  leaf  spot.  I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  a  certain  amount 
of  shade  and  protection  is  needed  by 
iris  in  this  region. 

We  had  over  fifteen  hundred  new 
seedlings  of  which  we  have  managed  to 
save  about  two-thirds.  They  look  ratty 
as  can  be.  Maybe  they  will  do  better 
next  spring  than  the  fine  ones  did. 

But  all  the  grief  was  in  a  measure 
assuaged  when  Richard  Banks  came 
garden-visiting  and  discovered  Purple 
Haven.  That  was  a  second  year  seedling 
brought  in  from  the  big  garden  and  was 
growing  in  the  boggy  end  of  the  patch, 
and  so  had  escaped  notice.  It  looks 
very  promising  and  is  about  the  general 
color  of  Master  Charles  but  is  twice 
as  big,  twice  as  smooth  and  is  a  pro¬ 
lific  bloomer  and  a  perfect  self.  I’ll  let 
you  know  more  about  it  next  year  be¬ 
cause  we  need  to  watch  it  another  year 
or  two  before  we  finally  decide  just 
how  good  it  is. 

This  year  the  Schirmers  stole  the 


show  in  our  garden.  Of  course,  nothing 
could  dim  Foxfire  and  Memphis  Belle. 
This  year  I  had  a  wonderful  opportunity 
to  compare  Fantasy  and  its  child,  Mem¬ 
phis  Belle,  for  Fantasy  bloomed  pro¬ 
fusely  for  the  first  time  in  several  years. 
Memphis  Belle  is  much  larger,  smooth¬ 
er  and  much  more  prolific  and  florif- 
erous.  When  the  rain  and  wind  came, 
Memphis  Belle  remained  unperturbed 
and  Fantasy  went  down  like  wet  tissue 
paper.  So  often  the  children  are  bigger 
and  stronger  than  the  parents. 

Carl  Schirmer’s  T-337  was  a  large, 
lavender-blue,  ruffled  and  top  branched. 
It  was  outstandingly  beautiful  and  Mrs. 
Ketchum  thought  it  was  the  loveliest 
thing  in  the  garden. 

Leo  can’t  see  beyond  Lady  Ruffles 
(Henry  Schirmer)  ;  it  is  the  poorest 
doer  you  can  imagine  but  when  it  does 
bloom,  it  is  truly  beautiful — and  it  did 
bloom  for  the  first  time  in  our  garden. 
I  loved  a  golden  blend — Carl  Schirmer’s 
TA568. 

But  the  loveliest  iris  I  saw  this  year 
(yes,  I  went  to  Boston)  was  Carl 
Schirmer’s  TA392.  It  is  about  the  color 
of  Lynn  Langford — oval  flower,  ruffled 
and  beautifully  proportioned.  Next  to 
it  was  T  327 — a  powdery,  delphinium 
blue  with  approximately  the  same 
shaped  flower  as  the  lavender  one. 
These  bloom  late  midseason,  so  were 
missed  by  most  of  the  visitors.  Henry 
Schirmer’s  47-1  was  an  outstanding 
ruffled  white  with  the  beard  white, 
deepening  in  the  heart  to  yellow,  but 
not  apparent  except  on  close  examina¬ 
tion. 

We  started  our  season  on  the  eigh¬ 
teenth  of  April  with  a  trip  down  High¬ 
way  61.  We  visited  the  garden  of  Ruth 
and  Richard  Banks.  If  you  remember, 
I  wrote  that  theirs  had  been  remade 
in  1952.  You  can’t  expect  much  bloom 
from  a  newly-made  garden,  but  care 
and  the  Delta  soil  really  worked  magic. 
Every  bed  is  built  up  and  curbed  with 
cypress  and  bordered  with  multi-colored, 
“multiflora”-ed  pansies.  All  this  color 
against  a  beautiful  white  board  fence. 
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They  always  have  many  new  iris  for 
us  to  see.  Next  year,  they  are  adding 
between  thirty  and  forty.  Among  them, 
do  try  to  see  Mrs.  Whiting’s  Wings  of 
Song,  a  very  chic  yellow  and  white  iris 
— deep  yellow — that  Richard  and  my 
husband  selected  as  Mrs.  Whiting’s  out¬ 
standing  iris  the  year  the  meeting  was 
in  Sioux  City.  She  is  just  introducing 
it  this  year. 

From  the  Banks’  we  went  to  Clarks- 
dale  for  lunch  and  to  visit  Mrs.  Lam¬ 
bert  in  her  colorful  garden.  Her  garden 
is  full  of  bloom — and  visitors — as  it  is  a 
good  place  to  buy  iris  while  you  can  see 
them  bloom.  She  has  some  lovely  roses, 
peonies  and  other  flowers  that  lend 
beauty  and  interest  to  her  garden.  We 
also  visited  the  garden  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  B.  Campbell.  They  had  fine  bloom 
and  he  is  doing  some  hybridizing. 

After  that,  our  caravan  proceeded  to 
Coahoma,  Mississippi  where  Mary  Alice 
Shaffer  has  more  iris  beauty  compressed 
into  a  small  space  than  you  can  imagine. 
Her  vision  far  outstrips  her  garden 
space  so  she  plants  things  on  top  of 
each  other  and  they  thrive  and  bloom, 
making  a  mass  of  beauty.  In  Coahoma 
our  next  stop  wTas  at  the  garden  of  Mrs. 
Clyde  C.  Graham.  She  had  a  large 
garden,  well  cared-for  and  attractive. 
Some  of  her  Dutch  iris  were  particu¬ 
larly  lovely.  Her  garden  was  very 
orderly  and  tidy,  with  some  very  nice 
iris  in  it. 

The  week  of  the  nineteenth,  we  all 
did  a  little  garden  housekeeping,  visited 
around  looking  at  early  blossoms  and 
hybridized  a  little.  Then,  on  the 
twenty-third  of  April,  Carl  Carpenter 
arrived  in  a  hard  rain  storm. 

The  morning  of  the  twenty-fourth,  we 
got  up  and  ate  a  hurried  breakfast  and 
rushed  out  to  stake  whole  clumps  of 
iris  down  in  the  rain  and  wind,  picked 
off  ruined  blossoms  (and  a  few  seed 
pods  by  accident)  and  got  the  coffee 
going  for  the  first  visit  of  the  pilgrim¬ 
age. 

From  our  house,  we  went  to  Jake 
ScharfFs  garden.  He  is  getting  quite 


interested  in  hybridizing  and  true  to 
form,  started  out  with  just  his  own 
garden,  but  this  is  steadily  overflowing 
into  the  yards  of  his  neighbors — a  little 
more  each  year.  His  specialty  is  red. 
He  had  wonderful  growth  on  one-year 
plants  of  Copper  Medallion,  Royal  Sov¬ 
ereign  and  Lodestone  with  an  astonish¬ 
ing  amount  of  bloom.  Snow  Crystal  is 
his  favorite  plicata  and  was  outstand¬ 
ingly  clear  and  colorful  in  his  garden. 

Next  came  the  garden  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Fox.  This  is  truly  a  well¬ 
loved  garden.  Every  plant  and  sprig  is 
cared  for  and  appreciated.  The  result 
is  just  what  you  would  expect.  A  thing 
of  beauty!  Mr.  Fox  is  following  up  his 
Foxfire  with  some  excellent  seedlings. 
Foxfire  was  again  the  best  yellow’  in 
Memphis  this  season. 

From  the  Fox  Garden,  we  went  to 
Mrs.  Murrah’s.  I  didn't  get  to  her 
garden  on  the  tour,  but  I  saw  it  in 
excellent  bloom  the  day  our  group  gave 
a  tea  at  her  home  for  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harold  Knowlton  a  few  days  after 
Easter.  She  had,  as  early  as  that,  a 
number  of  beautiful  clumps  in  full 
bloom. 

Mrs.  Morgan  Ketchum — our  pioneer 
iris  grower — passed  to  her  reward  on 
the  sixth  of  August.  Her  garden  was 
unusually  lovely  this  year  with  Mistle¬ 
toe,  Valley  Rose  and  her  new  seedling 
that  was  a  child  of  Snow  Flurry  and 
Fantasy.  It  was  a  one-year  plant  and 
had  little  branching,  but  the  flower  was 
utterly  lovely — snow  white,  large  and 
ruffled  with  a  beard  like  Cherie.  It 
was  more  of  a  bright,  cherry-rose  red 
than  tangerine.  She  had  a  peachy-pink 
seedling  that  was  large  and  attracted 
a  lot  of  attention  also.  Her  son  gave 
her  garden  to  the  City  for  a  memorial 
garden  in  our  lovely  new  Audubon 
Park.  It  is  a  two-acre  tract  on  a  parti¬ 
ally  wooded  hillside  at  the  fork  of  two 
drives.  Right  now,  it  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  landscaper  and  the  moving  work 
will  start  soon.  If  people  will  just  love 
it  and  enjoy  it — not  vandalize  it — it  will 
be  a  wonderful  asset  to  Memphis,  the 
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American  Iris  Society  and  a  fitting 
memorial  to  a  woman  who  devoted  most 
of  her  life  to  the  growing  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  famous  hardy  perennial — 
iris. 

The  garden  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Carney  came  next  on  the  pilgrimage. 
His  space  is  limited,  but  his  hybrids 
have  been  steadily  improving.  This 
year,  he  received  a  “Highly  Com¬ 
mended”  on  two  of  his  seedlings:  51-18, 
Nashoba,  a  lovely  white  self,  and  51- 
46  named  Luscious,  a  beautiful  iris  that 
measures  up  to  every  test,  and  besides 
is  a  most  beautiful  shade  of  deep  peach. 
The  Carneys  have  many  of  the  newer 
and  finer  American  iris  as  well  as  a 
comprehensive  collection  of  Canadian 
iris. 

Mrs.  Allen’s  lovely  garden  was  pure 
delight.  She  moved  out  East  year  be¬ 
fore  last.  And  last  year  her  garden  was 
a  mass  of  bloom — a  wonderful  example 
of  what  can  be  done  in  one  year  with 
perseverance  and  endurance.  No  one 
would  dream,  seeing  it  this  spring, 
that  it  was  blooming  for  the  second 
time  in  its  existence.  She  doesn’t  for¬ 
get  that  roses  and  iris  compliment  each 
other  (unless  they  are  glaring  red 
roses)  and  she  had  blooming  in  the 
background,  Climbing  Peace,  Picture 
and  Christopher  Stone.  Pink  Plume 
disappointed  her  after  seeing  how  beau¬ 
tiful  it  was  in  St.  Louis.  Everywhere  I 
saw  it,  it  had  made  a  cluster  of  small 
fans  and  if  one  did  bloom  it  was  small 
and  not  typical. 

None  of  us  have  liked  Cloudcap  here, 
or  in  Shreveport.  (I  don’t  know  how 
the  folks  down  there  like  it.)  Here 
it  looks  sloppy — as  if  it  needed  a  good, 
stout  girdle — though  I  must  say  it  did 


look  considerably  better  in  the  East. 

As  I  have  mentioned  earlier,  the 
Pierce  garden  had  less  bloom  than  I 
have  ever  seen  there.  That  doesn’t 
mean  they  didn't  have  lots  of  outstand¬ 
ing  bloom — just  poor  compared  to  what 
it  usually  is.  John  has  a  good  eye  for 
iris  and  Gladys  a  better  one.  So  they 
have  the  choicest  collection  of  new 
iris  of  anyone  in  town.  Rose  Sails,  a 
delectable  rose-colored  offspring  of 
Memphis  Belle  made  me  covetous  while 
his  very  fine  blue,  Celestia,  the  pro¬ 
duct  of  two  of  his  seedlings,  caused 
Charlotte  Sawyer  to  aver  that  she  just 
couldn’t  enjoy  life  till  she  owned  a 
Celestia.  She  didn’t  really  see  another 
iris  this  spring.  Another  was  Carl 
Carpenter’s  fine  Ivory  Supreme.  This 
was  blooming  in  front  of  Violet  Harm¬ 
ony  and  the  effect  was  lovely. 

When  the  pilgrimage  was  over,  we 
left  Carl  Carpenter  in  the  Pierce  gar¬ 
den,  avidly  looking  and  admiring.  They 
promised  faithfully  to  get  him  out  to 
Charlotte  Sawyer’s  new  home  in  time 
for  the  wild  turkey  dinner  she  was  hav¬ 
ing  for  my  house-guests.  I  didn’t  have 
to  cook  for  several  days  after  that  ban¬ 
quet.  Charlotte’s  new  garden  is  still 
in  the  process  of  construction,  but  she 
had  many  lovely  blooming  daffodils  and 
iris  this  spring,  so  it  is  on  the  wTay. 

We  have  about  seventy  new  mem¬ 
bers  in  our  own  immediate  vicinity — 
an  enthusiastic  group  of  nine  from 
Hughes,  Arkansas  who  are  close  enough 
to  share  our  gardens  and  enthusiasm. 
The  future  looks  extra-ordinarily  bright, 
in  my  opinion.  Many  of  the  new  mem¬ 
bers  are  very  enthusiastic;  some  have 
even  started  to  hybridize  a  little. 


REGION  8  VARIETAL  COMMENTS 

Mrs.  William  C.  Peterson,  RVP,  Minn. 


Amandine  —  temperamental  in  some 
gardens  but  most  beautiful  when  well 
grown. 

Argus  Pheasant — very  fine — does  not 
fade. 


Belle  Amie — white  and  yellow— good 
stem. 

Bellerive — a  lovely  cream,  nice  height, 
beautiful  form.  Outstanding.  . 

Black  Hills  and  Black  Diamond — 
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both  exquisite,  very  dark,  almost  coal 
black.  Medium  height. 

Blue  Glow  and  Blue  Valley — both 
very  nice.  Medium  blues  that  do  not 
fade. 

Cahokia  —  between  a  light  and  a 
medium  blue.  So  far  seems  very  good. 

Danube  Wave  and  Laddie  are  both 
fine.  1  like  Laddie  the  better. 

Desert  Song — is  a  prolific  grower  in 
Minnesota  and  about  as  good  a  cream 
as  one  could  want. 

Fire  Dance,  Gay  Border,  New  Hope, 
Raspberry  Ribbon,  Port  Wine — color¬ 
ful  new  plicatas. 

Gay  Orchid — is  a  deep  orchid  with  a 
bright  beard.  Not  too  much  substance 
but  a  vivid  spot  in  the  garden.  A 
thrifty  doer. 

Heritage — slightly  deeper  than  some 
of  the  other  pinks.  Good  stem,  bunches. 

Illinois — beautiful  yellow.  Tall  good 
stalk,  form  is  good,  prolific. 

Katherine  Fay— still  a  fine  white  that 
every  one  can  have. 

New  Snow — a  regal  white  in  my 
opinion.  An  A-plus  iris  in  every  way. 

Pink  Formal — has  everything,  color, 


substance,  good  stalk,  branching.  Thrif¬ 
ty.  I  would  rate  this  the  best  pink. 

Pink  Cameo — very  good  in  our  clim¬ 
ate. 

Pink  Sensation — good  in  every  way  in 
Minnesota. 

Ruth — outstanding  for  beauty.  Car¬ 
ries  across  the  garden  —  so  golden 
gleaming  and  so  ruffled.  Simply 
breath-taking. 

Song  of  Songs — -another  beauty. 

Tranquility — I  believe  this  is  the 
finest  white  iris  there  is.  Sheer  ele¬ 
gance.  When  there  is  no  wind  it  looks 
like  it  is  carved  of  marble. 

Spring  Romance — is  another  most  en¬ 
trancing  cream  iris  in  texture,  form, 
size  of  flower.  Good  clean  color,  most 
desirable. 

Truly  Yours — grows  well  for  us  in 
Region  8. 

These  are  all  good  in  Region  8  and 
all  beautiful:  Mary  Randall,  Tosca, 
Sky  Ranger,  Spanish  Fandango,  Golden 
Gleam,  Golden  Symphony,  Rainbow 
Room,  Pretty  Quadroon,  Char-Maize, 
Pierre  Menard,  White  Ruffles,  Snow 
Flurry,  Lake  Tenaya. 


REGION  9  REPORT 

Hubert  A.  Fischer,  RVP,  Ill. 


NOTES  TAKEN  DURING  THE 
1953  IRIS  SEASON 

The  greatest  difficulty  with  my  taking 
notes  in  the  various  gardens  is  in  the 
reading  or  rather  deciphering  the 
hieroglyphics  that  pass  as  notes  after 
the  season  is  past.  Burdened  with 
camera,  tripod,  duffle  bag  for  extra 
film  etc.,  possibly  raincoat  and  rubbers, 
you  start  in  the  cool  of  the  morning 
and  probably  in  the  rain  as  was  the 
case  at  Boston  this  year  and  end  the 
day  with  temperatures  in  the  middle 
nineties,  finally  returning  to  the  hotel 
with  a  series  of  good  and  bad  notes  and 
pictures.  However  by  combining  the 
notes  and  pictures  plus  some  backward 
thinking  the  following  notes  are  the 
result.  The  fact  that  others  will  not 
agree  with  me  disturbs  me  not  a  bit 
for  1  may  not  agree  myself  next  year. 


There  were  many  lovely  and  interesting 
varieties  not  mentioned  because  they 
may  have  been  overlooked  in  the  lim¬ 
ited  time  afforded  under  the  conditions 
or  they  did  not  strike  me  as  being  new 
enough  or  rather,  distinct  and  out¬ 
standing. 

While  at  the  Boston  meeting  the  first 
garden  visited  by  our  group  was  the 
Knowlton  garden  and  here  within  the 
period  of  a  few  minutes  I  saw  what 
I  considered  the  two  outstanding  iris 
of  the  year.  The  first  was — 

Sable  Night — I  just  can  not  forget 
this  black  iris.  First  saw  it  in  the  rain 
and  even  in  this  light  it  was  not  dull. 
Later  in  sunlight  it  seemed  just  as 
black.  It  will  be  a  target  for  future 
black  iris  to  shoot  at.  A  moment  later 
I  came  upon  Cape  Cod —  standing 
serene  and  confident,  a  challenge  to  all 
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comers  in  its  color  class.  With  clean 
white  standards  and  velvety  dark  violet 
falls  the  color  contrast  was  startling, 
no  lightening  of  the  color  towards  the 
edges  and  a  touch  of  brown  at  the  haft 
to  add  to  the  charm. 

Chiquita  —  a  neglecta  with  almost 
white  pale  lavender  blue  standards  and 
velvety  blue  purple  falls  edged  white, 
ruffled  and  flaring. 

Glowing  Gold— a  large  beautifully 
shaped  flower  of  soft  yellow  coloring 
and  just  a  touch  of  blue  white  below 
the  beard. 

Frances  Kent — a  blend  of  chartreuse, 
cream  and  peach  with  standards  deeper 
in  color  than  the  falls  and  a  pink  beard. 
Delightfully  different. 

Violet  Harmony — as  seen  repeatedly 
in  the  Lowry  garden  and  elsewhere  in 
good  sized  established  plantings  it 
easily  eliminated  other  contenders  for 
the  President’s  Cup.  The  flower  is  large, 
well  proportioned  and  ruffled,  of  heavy 
texture  and  smooth  clear  color. 

First  Violet — another  fine  large  clean 
violet.  This  together  with  Violet  Harm¬ 
ony  gives  us  two  new  top  notch  iris  in 
this  color  class. 

Summer  Song — a  newly  opened  flower 
showed  clean  glowing  smooth  color  of 
orange  buff  dusted  with  gold. 

Clear  Sailing — pale  yellow  standards 
with  darker  yellow  haft  and  falls  light¬ 
ening  towards  the  edges  gives  this  iris 
a  bi-color  effect.  Outstanding  in  it’s 
fine  form  and  clear  clean  look. 

Ruffled  Organdy — with  just  a  touch 
of  blue  and  yellow.  Well  named  and 
lovely.  Wonder  if  it  will  be  hardy  in 
Illinois. 

Rich  Raiment — a  heavily  colored  red 
brown  plicata  over  yellow.  It  was 
striking  with  the  sunlight  through  it. 

Lake  Walden— a  large  blue  with  a 
brown  haft.  Reminiscent  of  Missouri 
which  I  believe  is  one  of  the  parents. 

Royal  Wish — a  large  well  formed 
colorful  flower  with  yellow  standards 
and  violet,  rose  and  gold  blended  falls. 

Jane  Phillips — a  fine  light  clear  blue, 
deeper  in  color  than  Helen  McGregor. 


Bronze  Brocade — while  this  is  not 
new  I  was  impressed  with  the  lovely 
color  blend  of  copper,  purple,  red  and 
brown. 

Prospector— this  strong  yellow  with 
a  slightly  lighter  blaze  below  the  beard 
made  a  fine  bright  garden  clump. 

Seafarer — this  well  formed,  clear, 
clean  blue  was  doubly  intriguing  with 
it's  blue  beard.  Outstanding  in  the 
garden. 

Ponder — another  fine  large  light  blue 
of  good  color  value.  Wonder  if  the 
flecking  of  the  falls  was  regular  or  not. 

Wedding  Bouquet — large  ruffled  cool 
white  with  interesting  chartreuse  buds. 

Spring  Moon  —  large  flaring  clear 
light  yellow  of  strong  growth  and 
abundant  bloom. 

Honor  Bright — a  large  very  yellow 
plicata  with  a  white  haft.  It  is  dif¬ 
ferent. 

Formal  Lady — a  pink  of  good  carry¬ 
ing  quality,  haft  somewhat  veined  but 
the  color  is  strong  enough  to  make  a 
fine  garden  iris.  Flowers  large  and  of 
fine  form  and  substance. 

Black  Cherry — a  large  well  formed 
deep  mahogany  red,  a  welcome  addi¬ 
tion  to  this  limited  class. 

Pretender — an  iris  that  is  different 
with  soft  yellow  standards  and  blue 
purple  falls. 

Top  Flight— a  luscious  smooth  apri¬ 
cot  pink.  The  newly  opened  flower  was 
indescribably  beautiful. 

High  Seas — large  ruffled  clean  white 
was  impressive  and  at  home  in  Mrs. 
Corey’s  lovely  garden. 

Green  Mohr — as  I  like  Lady  Mohr, 
I  find  the  subtle  coloring  of  this  iris 
intriguing. 

Masked  Ball — this  lovely  bi-color  at¬ 
tracted  a  deal  of  attendion  in  the 
garden. 

Black  Hills — blue  black  and  flaring 
with  a  black  haft  was  outstanding  on 
a  first  year  plant  together  with 

Truly  Yours — which  merits  the  Dykes 
medal  conferred  upon  it. 

Pierre  Menard — after  making  a  rather 
poor  showing  last  year  out-did  itself. 
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Left  to  right,  standing:  Mrs.  Dickinson,  Mrs.  Messer,  Mrs.  Gorton,  Mrs.  Hardcastle, 
Mrs.  Edmund  Conger,  Mrs.  Jackson,  Mrs.  Peters.  Kneeling:  Mrs.  Moore,  Mrs. 
Mathews.  Seated,  front  center:  Mrs.  Bellows. 


REGION  10  REPORT 

Mrs.  Milton  Trichel,  RVP,  La. 


“October  comes  again,  and  lights  her 
fires 

Upon  the  hills;  her  smokeless  fires 
that  burn 

The  year’s  close-written  page” 

And  yet,  before  all  of  the  pages  are 
burned,  what  is  there  to  keep,  and  to 
report  upon,  in  Region  10? 

Perhaps  the  most  important  work 
done  in  our  Region  during  the  past  two 
years  is  the  planting  of  native  Louis¬ 
iana  irises  on  Lake  Lucy  in  Audubon 
State  Park.  This  was  done  by  the 
Shreveport  Iris  Society  with  the  active 


co-operation  of  the  Society  for  Louis¬ 
iana  Irises  and  the  AIS. 

The  great  naturalist  and  painter, 
John  James  Audubon,  first  found  sub- 
sistance,  with  leisure  to  paint,  at  Oak¬ 
ley,  the  gracious  old  mansion  sur¬ 
rounded  by  one  hundred  acres  of  typical 
South  Louisiana  woodland,  lakes  and 
bayous.  Much  of  his  most  brilliant  work 
belongs  to  this  period,  and  the  upward 
turn  of  his  fortunes  seems  to  date  from 
his  stay  there,  as  the  guest  of  Mrs. 
James  Perrie  and  the  tutor  of  her 
daughter. 
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The  State  of  Louisiana,  with  the  help 
of  the  D.A.R.,  The  New  Orleans  Garden 
Study  Club,  The  Garden  Club  of 
America  and  the  Louisiana  Garden 
Club  Federation,  having  purchased  the 
site,  is  working  to  restore  house  and 
gardens  to  their  original  condition,  as 
an  Audubon  Memorial,  and  we  hope  to 
make  Lake  Lucy,  named  for  Mrs.  Audu¬ 
bon,  as  beautiful  as  it  may  have  been 
when  Audubon  painted  (in  plate  15) 
his  Parula  Warblers,  clinging  to  a  stem 
of  what  he  called  “Louisiana  water 
flag.” 

Another  page  of  progress  is  the  work 
done  by  the  Society  For  Louisiana  Irises 
in  compiling  and  printing  a  very  beauti¬ 
ful  Yearbook,  using  the  picture  of  Ira 
Nelson's  inspired  setting  for  our  1951 
Show  at  Lafayette,  (the  little  trapper’s 
cabin,  with  the  hand-dug  bayou  in 
front,  the  aged  picket  fence  hung  with 
drying  moss,  the  houn’  dog  tied  in  the 
yard,  and  the  bateau  loaded  with  moss, 
at  the  bayou’s  brink ) . 

Mi  ■s.  Inez  Conger  was  Chairman  of 
that  enterprise,  and  while  she  says 
“everybody  helped”  and  disclaims  any 
great  credit,  it  is  going  to  be  very  hard 
indeed  to  match  it. 

Katherine  Cornay,  Marie  Caillet,  Cal¬ 
vin  Blue  and  Ira  Nelson  made  a  Hand¬ 
book,  which  is  largely  the  history  of 
the  Louisiana  Society,  with  some  beau¬ 
tiful  photographs,  one  at  least,  resur¬ 
rected  by  Calvin  and  Inez  Blue  from  a 
faded  wraith  made  twenty  years  ago  by 
Dr.  Edgar  T.  Wherry.  I  thank  him 
much  for  this. 

Then  Tressie  Cook  compiled  a  very 
complete  Bibliography  of  Louisiana 
Irises,  names  and  dates  of  newspapers, 
books  and  magazines  mentioning  Louis¬ 
iana  Irises,  as  well  as  the  many  fine 
articles  about  them  which  have  been 
printed  in  the  AIS  Bulletin.  All  three 
of  these  booklets  are  to  keep,  far  too 
well  done  and  interesting  and  authori¬ 
tative  to  let  any  fire  come  near  them. 

Because  of  a  sudden  flare-up  of  ill¬ 
nesses  and  emergencies  in  the  family, 
I  was  unable  to  attend  the  Show  at 


Lafayette.  It  was  held  late  this  year  to 
give  us  the  privilege  of  hearing  Dr. 

L.  F.  Randolph,  but  the  late  date  also 
enabled  those  who  attended  the  show 
from  North  Louisiana  to  carry  their  own 
iris  and  exhibit  them. 

Sidney  Conger  took  many  blue  rib¬ 
bons  on  his  fine  hybrids  and  on  others 
that  he  exhibited.  In  eight  classes  he 
won  four  firsts,  three  seconds  and  one 
third.  He  also  won  the  Lafayette  Civic 
Clubs'  award  on  Royal  Velour,  and  the 
new  award,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stuart  Abbott,  The  Captain  Robert 
Stuart  Abbott,  Jr.  Memorial,  on  Sara 
Gladney.  There  were  other  awards 
and  other  winners,  but  Sidney  did  well 
for  North  Louisiana. 

The  theme  of  the  show  this  year  was 
the  Louisiana  Purchase,  and  they  do 
tell  that  Ike  Nelson  had  dug  a  river 
through  the  place  with  a  big  flat  boat 
at  the  shore.  1  am  always  astonished 
at  the  magic  that  he  and  his  magicians 
achieve. 

This  is  my  last  letter  to  you  as  RVP. 
I  have  appreciated  the  honor  while  I 
have  trembled  in  my  boots  at  the  re¬ 
sponsibility.  The  thought  that  I  am 
writing  words  which  will  be  printed 
has  a  paralyzing  effect  upon  my  fingers 
and  my  thoughts,  but  nothing  will  stay 
my  love  for  and  interest  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Iris  Society,  and  I  shall  always 
want  to  help  in  any  way  that  I  can. 

The  City  Park  in  New  Orleans  has 
established  an  Iris  Garden  and  they  ex¬ 
pect  to  extend  it  to  twenty  miles  of 
lagoons.  Extensive  planting  is  planned 
so  that  people  will  be  able  to  see 
Louisiana  Iris  without  going  into  the 
swamps.  It  is  one  that  the  Society  as  a 
whole  will  be  proud  of.  Mr.  Vernon 
Davis  has  been  responsible  for  this  ex¬ 
cellent  piece  of  work  and  he  has  given 
many  irises  to  the  project.  Any  dona¬ 
tions  by  the  membership  will  be  grate¬ 
fully  received.  The  Shreveport  Iris  So¬ 
ciety,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  J. 

M.  Gorton  and  Mrs.  Alex  Smith  have 
done  a  similar  thing  at  Audubon  Park 
in  St.  Francisville. 
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VARIETAL  NOTES  REGION  10 

Mr.  Harry  Hipp,  La. 


A  mild  winter  in  North  Louisiana 
caused  the  bearded  iris  to  bloom  earlier 
this  year  than  the  year  before.  Many 
buds  were  showing  color  by  March  15. 

1  have  in  my  garden  about  100  va¬ 
rieties  and  many  bloomed  much  differ¬ 
ently  this  season  than  before;  that  is, 
some  late  ones  were  open  with  the  me¬ 
dium.  Helen  McGregor,  New  Snow 
and  Happy  Days  were  the  first  to  bloom 
while  Pink  Cameo  was  blooming  with 
the  late  varieties. 

The  above  mentioned  with  Blue 
Shimmer,  Minnie  Colquitt,  Claribel, 
Blue  Rhythm,  Argus  Pheasant,  Elmohr, 
Grace  Mohr,  Moab,  Sky  Ranger,  Lake 
Shannon,  Ola  Kala,  Elsa  Sass,  Ming 
Yellow,  Treasure  Island,  Berkeley  Gold, 
Rememberence  and  Snoqualmie  were 
all  that  could  be  expected.  The  later 
increases  faster  for  me  than  any  I  have 
owned.  I  prefer  Fantasy  over  Cherie 
for  both  quality  and  increase.  Blue 
Shimmer  still  gets  the  nod  for  plicatas. 

Three  other  gardens  that  1  visited 
were  of  the  same  report  as  my  own  with 
one  exception,  that  being  Elmohr,  which 
was  blooming  very  poorly  for  the  first 


time  in  five  years.  The  reason  was 
soon  determined,  too  much  water  during 
the  summer.  This  strain  of  iris  does 
better  for  me  if  no  water  is  given  dur¬ 
ing  the  dry  hot  months,  that  is  on  es¬ 
tablished  clumps. 

Leaf  spot  was  very  bad  this  year  due 
to  a  very  wet  spring;  other  than  the 
ugly  foliage  there  was  no  damage.  As 
this  is  being  written  (September  13) 
a  type  of  grass  or  army  worm  is  eating 
the  leaves  and  on  young  tender  growth 
will  eat  them  completely  at  or  just 
below  the  soil.  They  bury  just  under 
the  top  of  the  soil  in  the  day  time  and 
come  out  at  night.  They  can  be  con¬ 
trolled  with  DDT  or  an  all  purpose 
garden  dust. 

The  reblooming  iris  do  well  here  due 
to  our  long  fall  season.  I  am  hoping 
to  have  Joseph’s  Mantle  blooming  three 
times.  The  older  Golden  Cataract  most 
always  blooms  three  times. 

1  set  new  iris  in  late  September,  the 
sun  is  not  so  hot  and  there  is  more 
rainfall  at  that  time  of  the  year.  Plants 
set  then  grow  off  and  develop  much  bet¬ 
ter  for  me  than  those  set  in  May  or 
June. 


VARIETAL  COMMENTS  ON  A  FEW  BEARDED  IRISES 

AND  OTHERS 

Mrs.  Walter  Colquitt,  Shreveport,  La. 


Ballerina  (Hall-D.)  One  of  the  best 
of  the  “flamingo  pinks”  for  Southern 
gardens.  Especially  effective  planted 
with  the  pale  blues. 

Bel- Air  (Milliken)  A  medium  blue- 
violet  of  good  size,  beautifully  ruffled, 
both  standards  and  falls.  This  iris  was 
awarded  the  Tri-color  in  horticulture 
at  the  1953  Louisiana  State  Flower 
Show,  of  the  Louisiana  Garden  Club 
Federation,  held  in  Lake  Charles. 

Blue  Mood  (Whiting)  A  deep  blue 
with  more  life  than  the  name  might 
indicate.  A  good  bloomer,  and  an  out¬ 
standing  flower. 

Blue  Serene  (Wills)  An  iris  well 


named,  with  fine  form  and  stem  bal¬ 
ance.  A  beautiful  accent  when  planted 
with  the  yellow  amoenas. 

Caroline  Jane  (DeForest)  A  large 
plicata  with  white  ground  color  and  vio¬ 
let  stitching.  A  well  balanced  stem, 
with  several  flowers  open  at  a  time. 

Char-Maize  (Lyon-D.)  A  good  per¬ 
former,  giving  the  effect  of  a  chartreuse 
flower.  Beautifully  ruffled  and  a  good 
flower  for  flower  arrangements. 

Cliffdell  (Norton)  A  fine  flower  for 
planting  with  the  brown  iris.  Increases 
well  and  is  an  addition  to  any  garden. 

Copper  Medallion  (Schreiner)  An 
outstanding  iris  in  the  “copper”  class. 
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Very  distinctive,  attracting  much  atten¬ 
tion  from  garden  visitors. 

Gentle  Florence  (Taylor-C.)  A  beau¬ 
tiful  blue-white  of  fine  form  and  sub¬ 
stance.  Increases  well  and  a  profuse 
bloomer. 

Ivory  Princess  (Whiting)  A  beautiful 
ivory  self,  with  a  cream-yellow  beard. 
The  flowers  are  large  with  good  sub¬ 
stance.  VERY  outstanding. 

Lady  Moon  (Whiting)  A  distinct 
white  self  with  a  white  beard  and  no 
haft  markings.  It  is  a  generous  bloomer 
and  increases  well.  A  garden  favorite. 

Senorita  lisa  (Rogers-G.)  A  truly  dis¬ 
tinctive  white  iris.  Very  desirable  in 
every  way. 

Solveg  (Johnson-R.)  A  beautiful 


lemon-yellow  iris,  with  fine  form  and 
good  habits.  Much  sought  after  by  all 
who  see  it. 

Cobra  Dancer  (Payne)  A  Japanese 
iris  with  good  garden  value.  Responds 
to  ordinary  garden  culture.  A  blend  of 
mulberry  purple,  very  oriental  in  effect. 
Beautiful. 

Pillar  of  Fire  (Payne)  A  Japanese 
iris  with  white  ground  and  a  “red” 
border.  A  most  outstanding  flower  of 
single  form.  It  increases  well  and  re¬ 
sponds  to  good  garden  culture. 

Rose  Cavalier  (Payne)  Another  Japa¬ 
nese  iris  with  three  petals.  The  color 
is  a  medium  red-purple,  and  it  makes  a 
wonderful  show  in  the  garden  as  well 
as  on  the  bench.  It  made  a  strong  im¬ 
pression  on  all  garden  visitors. 


REGION  11 

Mrs.  Ralph  S.  Nelson,  RVP,  Idaho 


When  our  region  has  an  open,  balmy, 
California  winter  followed  by  a  frigid 
April  and  late  spring,  it  brings  forth 
tales  of  woe  from  all  the  iris  fans. 
Such  was  the  case  this  year.  Blooming 
season  arrived  at  last,  and  then  every 
one  seemed  happy,  reported  a  most 
satisfactory  bloom,  and  raved  about  the 
favorite  varieties.  One  thing  I  noticed 
especially  in  our  region  was  the  long 
season  of  bloom  due  to  the  cool  nights 
and  often  cool  days.  Our  Wyoming 
members  especially  commented  on  this 
fact.  In  my  own  garden,  while  my  first 
tall  bearded  iris  bloomed  on  May  22nd, 
there  was  still  bloom  on  July  8th.  The 
season  was  generally  about  two  weeks 
later  than  usual  this  year. 

CLUBS 

Our  club  activities  seem  to  be  in¬ 
creasing  steadily.  Our  oldest  and  larg¬ 
est  club,  the  Magic  Valley  Iris  Society, 
centering  around  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  has 
prospered  under  the  presidency  of  Mrs. 
Arthur  Walker  of  Kimberly,  Idaho. 
Our  Boise  Valley  Iris  Society  has  de¬ 
veloped  amazingly  in  its  second  year 
under  the  presidency  of  Mrs.  Glen 
Suiter  of  Caldwell.  In  the  spring  I 
visited  both  of  these  clubs,  going  first 


to  Twin  Falls,  a  mere  17  hour  train 
ride,  where  I  gave  them  an  iris  program 
showing  iris  slides  from  my  garden. 
From  there  1  went  to  Boise  by  bus 
where  I  presented  a  similar  program. 
Meeting  the  members  of  these  two  big 
clubs  and  bringing  them  news  of  the 
region  and  the  AIS,  was  a  great  pleas¬ 
ure.  It  was  our  nearest  approach  to  a 
regional  meeting  which  we  are  denied 
on  account  of  our  great  distances.  I  re¬ 
gret  that  I  have  never  been  able  to  meet 
with  any  of  our  Wyoming  members  be¬ 
cause  of  the  long  travel  time.  The  Iris 
Gardeners  Club  of  Caldwell  has  regular 
meetings,  as  does  the  Idaho  Falls  Iris 
Club.  The  Gem  State  Iris  Club  of  Em¬ 
mett,  Idaho,  is  in  its  third  year  and 
very  active  under  the  able  presidency 
of  Mrs.  Roy  Murray. 

SHOWS 

The  Magic  Valley  Iris  Society  and 
the  Boise  Valley  Iris  Society  both  had 
AIS  sponsored  iris  shows.  It  was  the 
latter’s  first  sponsored  show  and  was 
very  successful.  Both  of  these  shows 
will  be  described  in  a  later  bulletin. 
I  sent  Cloudcap,  Apricot  Supreme,  and 
Cahokia  to  Mrs.  Floyd  Bandy  of  Twin 
Falls,  who  won  all  three  prizes  in  the 
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Magic  Valley  Show,  and  Big  Time,  Sea¬ 
farer  and  Blue  Parakeet  to  Mrs.  Fuller 
for  the  Boise  winners.  There  were  sev¬ 
eral  other  shows  in  the  region.  The 
Gem  State  Club  had  an  informal  ex¬ 
hibit  of  iris,  giving  rhizomes  as  door 
prizes.  Rock  Springs,  Wyoming,  held 
its  second  annual  iris  show  and  I  sent 
prizes  as  follows:  Cahokia  and  Bright 
Song  to  Mrs.  D.  K.  Jones  for  first;  Pink 
Formal  to  Mrs.  Cameron  for  second  and 
Blue  Blazes  to  Mrs.  Ruth  Eaman  for 
third.  Idaho  Falls  staged  a  successful 
show  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Dineen  and  I  sent  Cherie,  Blue 
Parakeet  and  Blumohr  to  her  for  dis¬ 
tribution  as  prizes. 

MEMBERSHIP  CONTEST 

We  had  a  successful  campaign  and 
were  pleased  that  our  member,  Mrs. 
Sidney  W.  Smith  of  Twin  Falls  won 
second  in  the  national  contest.  I  sent  a 
rhizome  of  American  Modern  as  first 
prize  to  the  winner,  Mrs.  Smith,  and 
one  of  Surrender  to  Mrs.  Glen  Suiter, 
who  was  second  in  our  region. 

TEST  GARDEN 

The  Iris  Test  Garden  maintained  by 
the  Montana  State  College  at  Corvallis, 
Montana,  is  having  a  steady  growth. 
Mr.  A1  Richardson,  the  Superintendent 
of  the  garden,  and  Mr.  Homer  Metcalf 
of  the  Horticultural  Dept,  of  Montana 
State  College  visited  my  garden  for  a 
day  and  a  half  during  blooming  season 
and  worked  conscientiously  on  their 
judging.  They  are  very  enthusiastic  iris- 
aria  n  s  and  eager  to  make  the  Test  Gar¬ 
den  a  real  success.  They  got  out  very 
attractive,  illustrated  postals  announc¬ 
ing  their  second  annual  open  house  at 
the  garden  during  peak  bloom  and  they 
served  refreshments  to  several  hundred 
people.  This  is  doing  much  to  promote 
iris  interest  in  the  Bitter  Root  Valley 
and  as  the  garden  increases,  so  will  its 
influence.  Any  iris  rhizomes  sent  to  Mr. 
Richardson  for  the  garden  would  he 
greatly  appreciated. 


BULLETIN 

In  September,  1952,  I  got  out  our 
second  annual  regional  bulletin.  It  con¬ 
tained  not  only  news  of  our  members, 
hut  garden  visits  to  some  of  our  leading 
growers  over  the  country.  We  will  have 
another  one  in  September,  1953,  and  in 
it  we  will  have  a  new  feature  which  we 
hope  will  prove  of  interest.  The  ques¬ 
tion  of  hardiness  in  irises  confronts  us 
constantly  and  we  are  always  hearing 
someone  wail,  “Why  didn’t  someone 
tell  me  that  this  iris  wasn’t  hardy  here.” 
We  are  doing  our  best  in  this  region  to 
pass  on  information  as  to  what  ones 
of  the  best  known  irises  are  good  or  had 
performers  in  our  experience.  As  our 
climate  and  altitude  range  from  Lewis¬ 
ton,  Idaho  on  the  Snake  River  with  an 
altitude  of  738  feet  and  a  Mediterranean 
winter,  to  many  sections  of  Montana 
over  a  mile  high  and  Laramie,  Wyom¬ 
ing,  with  an  altitude  of  7,210  feet,  it  is 
obvious  that  hardiness  reports  sent  in 
and  COMPILED  are  of  no  value  what¬ 
ever.  This  year  I  have  selected  in  each 
of  the  three  states  four  of  our  out¬ 
standing  members,  who  have  different 
growing  conditions  and  have  asked 
them  to  answer  the  following  question¬ 
naire,  giving  the  altitude  of  their  gar¬ 
den.  By  publishing  these  separately  in 
our  regional  bulletin,  I  feel  that  iris 
lovers  in  a  similar  climate  and  altitude 
might  have  a  yardstick  for  iris  measure¬ 
ment.  The  questions  were: 

1.  Name  the  iris  in  the  1952  Iris  Sym¬ 
posium  of  the  AIS  that  have: 

A.  Not  proven  hardy  in  your  garden. 

B.  Not  been  good  performers  in  your 
garden. 

2.  List  not  over  10  iris  introduced  with¬ 
in  the  last  five  years  which  have: 

A.  Not  proven  hardy  in  your  garden. 

B.  Not  been  good  performers  in  your 
garden. 

3.  List  not  over  10  iris,  introduced  with¬ 
in  the  last  five  years  which  have: 

A.  Been  hardy  in  your  garden. 

B.  Been  good  performers  in  your 
garden. 
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4.  Give  varietal  comments  on  your  out¬ 
standing  iris.  Not  over  15. 

Often  the  average  iris  gardener  thinks 
that  any  iris  in  the  Symposium  will 
grow  anywhere,  and  is  most  upset  to 
find  that  it  does  not.  My  idea  in  the 
first  question  was  to  show  the  exper¬ 
ience  that  our  best  gardeners  have  had 
in  that  regard  and  thus  help  prospective 
buyers  in  that  locality  or  altitude  to 
make  a  choice.  The  second  and  third 
question  were  to  help  those  who  wanted 
to  buy  some  new  iris  to  profit  by  the 
experience  of  others.  I  doubt  if  the  wail 
of  ‘‘Why  didn’t  someone  tell  me,”  can 
ever  be  completely  overcome,  but  such 
a  survey  in  the  region  might  help.  The 
replies  have  been  very  satisfactory,  and 
by  limiting  the  number  to  just  a  few  of 
our  best  growers,  I  will  be  able  to  pub¬ 
lish  them  individually  in  the  regional 
bulletin  and  each  will  be  of  benefit  only 

Varietal  Comments 

From  Mrs.  Glen  Suiter,  Caldwell,  Idaho 

Lady  Ilse  —  The  most  outstanding 
light  blue  I  have  ever  grown.  Will  long 
be  a  standard  to  measure  other  pale 
blues. 

Raspberry  Ribbon — A  striking  pli¬ 
ca  ta,  pure  white  falls,  rich  raspberry 
plicata  markings,  self  beard,  good  sub¬ 
stance  and  branching. 

Summit — Most  garden  value  of  any 
yellow  amoena.  Better  branched  than 
Pinnacle.  Had  one  stalk  with  five  open 
blossoms. 

Pinnacle — One  to  bring  into  the 
house  and  dream  over  its  cool,  fresh 
coloring. 

Sea  Lark — One  the  people  haven’t 
‘‘had  for  years.” 

Thotmes  III— Very  outstanding  in  the 
brown  colors.  Exceptionally  good  sub¬ 
stance.  Three  open  blossoms  withstood 
a  24  hour  down-pour. 

Fancy  Feather  —  Exception  garden 
value.  Red  and  yellow  plicata. 

From  Mr.  Robert  Jensen, 
Montpelier,  Idaho.  Elevation  5942  feet 

Pretender — A  splendid,  very  different 
variety.  Blue  purple  falls  and  yellow 


to  others  in  his  particular  iris  set  up. 
But  in  spite  of  the  best  we  can  do  to 
help  and  direct  others  in  buying  hardy 
irises,  and  good  performers,  it  should 
be  kept  in  mind  that  someone  has  to  be 
the  guinea  pig.  We  cannot  tell  others 
what  ones  are  not  hardy  until  after  we 
have  lost  them.  If  one  is  unwilling  to 
take  a  few  losses,  the  only  alternative 
is  to  move  to  a  warmer  or  different 
climate.  If  one  wants  to  raise  Joppa 
Parrot  or  coconuts,  I  would  not  suggest 
that  he  come  to  Region  11  to  do  it. 

SLIDES 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Hickenlooper  of 
Preston,  Idaho,  are  continuing  to  han¬ 
dle  our  regional  slides  most  ably.  The 
region  has  had  a  second  collection  of 
slides  which  are  available  for  rental 
at  a  very  modest  fee,  and  many  clubs 
and  individuals  have  taken  advantage 
of  this  opportunity. 

from  Region  11 

standards.  Performing  like  a  veteran 
on  a  first  year  plant.  A  stunner  and  no 
mistake. 

Maytime  —  A  refreshingly  beautiful 
pink  bicolor.  A  good  grower  and  in- 
creaser. 

Mrs.  Douglas  Pattison— Very  beauti¬ 
ful  clear  cornflower  blue  self.  A  lovely 
thing  and  good  grower. 

Party  Dress — Most  beautiful  of  the 
named  pinks  I  have  seen.  A  very  charm¬ 
ing  variety. 

Columbia — Very  fine,  rich,  deep  blue. 
A  splendid  flower. 

Char-Maize  —  This  wide  chartreuse 
yellow  looked  good  everywhere  I  saw 
it.  A  must  have. 

Sun  Lakes— An  exquisite  pale  blue  of 
delightful  flaring  form.  Heavily  per¬ 
fumed.  A  good  doer. 

From  Mrs.  C.  D.  Heath, 

Coeur  d’Alene,  Idaho 

Outstanding  iris  in  Mrs.  Nelson's  gar¬ 
den  : 

First  Violet — Rightly  named — a  fasci¬ 
nating,  large,  flaring  bloom. 

Mary  Randall — A  lovely  color  and 
fine  flower. 


61 


Aunt  Amoret — An  unusual  flower  of 
ruffled  violet  on  white.  Early  to  bloom 
and  among  the  last  to  finish. 

Port  Wine — A  plicata  of  stunning 
contrast,  and  a  fine  grower. 

Caroline  Jane — A  very  tall,  blue  and 
white  plicata,  well  branched  with  a 
wide  flower. 

Apricot  Glory  —  Also  appropriately 
named— is  just  about  that. 

Inca  Chief — Huge,  very  flaring  golden 
bronze.  Very  stunning. 

Java  Jewell — A  deep  golden  tan  with 
very  flaring  form  and  heavy  substance. 
Much  admired. 

Snosheen — The  most  striking  white 
to  bloom  this  year — tall  and  beautifully 
branched. 

Apricot  Supreme — A  large  flower  on 
a  well-branched,  52  inch  stalk. 

Ebony  Echo — A  dark,  velvety  flower 
of  very  flaring  form  and  heavy  sub¬ 
stance. 

Queen’s  Taste — Something  very  dif¬ 
ferent  in  color  combinations.  Beautiful, 


large  and  a  good  grower. 

Frances  Craig — Very  outstanding.  It 
is  a  huge,  blue  Mohr  hybrid.  A  first 
year  plant  had  four  bloom  stalks  and 
seven  more  increases. 

Gene  Wild — A  very  striking  plicata 
of  an  all  over  rose  color.  Fine  form  and 
stalk. 

Cloudcap — A  pink  that  is  really  very 
tall  and  very  huge.  Also  a  most  ex¬ 
ceptional  grower.  It  has  good  substance 
in  spite  of  its  great  width  and  size. 

Royal  Wish  —  Something  different. 
Tan  yellow  standards  with  rosy  tan 
falls.  Very  nice. 

Black  Hills — The  first  black  that  I 
have  seen  with  a  50  inch  stalk.  Very 
large  also  and  a  beautiful  flower. 

Surrender  —  A  very  different  iris. 
Wide  white  flower  with  bright  canary 
yellow  on  haft  and  falls.  A  good  grower. 

American  Modern— Entirely  different 
onco  bred.  A  dark  blend  with  consider¬ 
able  green.  Perfect  branching  and  54 
inches  tall.  Very  unique. 


REPORT  FROM  REGION  12 

M.  D.  Naylor,  RVP,  Utah 


This  has  been  another  eventful  iris 
season  for  all  local  American  Iris  So¬ 
ciety  members  due  in  large  part  to  the 
immense  amount  of  preparation  neces¬ 
sary  to  stage  the  big  show  here  in 
1954.  Plans  have  been  laid  down  along 
very  definite  lines  to  afford  next  year’s 
convention  visitors  every  opportunity  to 
enjoy  the  grandeur  of  this  scenic  beauty 
spot  and  at  the  same  time  see  enough 
well  grown  iris  to  make  the  admixture 
palatable. 

Our  erstwhile  convention  chairman, 
Fisher  Harris  has  done  a  very  efficient 
job  with  the  many  preliminaries  and 
also  in  planning  and  managing  the 
marvelous  trial  gardens  which  will 
display  the  vast  array  of  new  creations 
sent  here  by  every  prominent  breeder 
across  the  country.  It  is  difficult  for 
the  rest  of  us  to  realize  fully  the  vast 
amount  of  correspondence,  planting,  etc. 
involved  in  such  an  undertaking,  and 
Mr.  Harris  has  now  asked  to  be  re¬ 


lieved  of  his  further  chairmanship  du¬ 
ties  to  enable  him  to  gain  a  much 
needed  respite  and  to  regain  his  com¬ 
posure.  Mr.  Clifford  Reynolds  has  been 
selected  to  replace  him.  Mr.  Harris  will 
continue  to  maintain  the  trial  gardens 
which  lie  adjacent  to  his  garden. 

This  section  is  being  swept  by  a  wave 
of  iris  enthusiasm  which  has  reached 
even  the  far  corners  of  Region  12.  It 
has  brought  into  the  Society  a  number 
of  brand  new  enthusiasts  to  swell  our 
membership  rolls  and  our  recent  drive 
for  new  members  was,  in  my  opinion,  a 
complete  success.  This  was  due  almost 
entirely  to  Mrs.  Val  Jacobson’s  personal 
efforts  as  I  was  hospitalized  with  a  bad 
appendix  during  iris  season.  Some 
thirty  new  members  were  added  to  the 
rolls  and  these  recruits  add  new  life 
blood  to  any  floral  group,  and  espe¬ 
cially  to  a  national  society.  They  stir 
the  rest  of  us  up  and  keep  us  alert  to 
the  possibilities  of  our  favorite  flower 
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as  the  finest  of  all  garden  subjects. 
Some  of  us  old  timers  assume  the  role 
of  sophistication  to  a  very  painful  de¬ 
gree  indeed  and  it  seems  to  require  the 
zest  of  the  new  recruit  to  sort  of  dust 
off  the  cobwebs  that  we  accumulate 
through  the  years,  that  we  might  again 
go  into  our  gardens  with  a  youthful 
approach. 

Iris  plants  grow  strong  and  robust 
out  here  in  the  mountains.  It  is  fortu¬ 
nate  they  do,  otherwise  our  past  season 
might  have  been  rather  a  dismal  one. 
We  had  a  very  late  snow  and  heavy 
frost  which,  to  borrow  a  California  col¬ 
loquialism,  was  most  “unusual.”  As  a 
result  bloom  in  most  local  gardens  was 
rather  spotty  and  some  varieties  were 
disappointing.  Thankful  we  are  that  it 
happened  this  year  rather  than  next,  for 
it  portends  a  grand  season  in  1954.  No, 
I  am  no  weather  prophet,  just  happen 
to  feel  it  in  my  bones. 

But  even  a  mediocre  season  had  its 
redeeming  features.  Some  new  intro¬ 
ductions  were  extremely  fine  on  first 
year  plants:  Inca  Chief,  Queen’s  Taste, 
Gaylord,  Solid  Gold,  Frances  Kent, 
Moonlight  Serenade,  Happy  Birthday, 
Ballerina,  Helen  Collingwood,  Temple 
Bells  and  Lady  Use,  among  others,  put 


on  a  grand  show  in  my  garden  and  were 
just  as  impressive  elsewhere.  Some 
other  new  things  were  badly  frost  bitten 
and  bloomed  not  at  all. 

Noteworthy  for  a  good  performance 
were  some  of  the  celebrities  of  yester¬ 
year;  Chivalry,  Blue  Rhythm  and  Helen 
McGregor  are  always  grand  doers  out 
here  and  I  always  recommend  them  to 
the  beginner.  Especially  nice  also  were 
New  Snow,  Amandine  and  Lady  Mohr 
(what  a  great  iris  she  is),  Thotmes  III, 
Pierre  Menard,  Hi-Time  and  Heritage. 
I  am  reminded  here  that  Lady  Mohr  is 
now  the  most  popular  iris  in  Region  12 
according  to  the  latest  popularity  poll. 
Thus  the  blood  of  old  “William”  per¬ 
sists  like  that  of  a  fine  old  Hereford 
sire.  I  have  an  interesting  son  of  the 
old  gentleman  which  I  call  Mohr 
Courageous  because  it  took  seven  year’s 
effort  to  create  it.  Darkest  of  all  the 
Mohrs  I  have  seen,  it  is  a  very  deep  red 
purple  and  is  from  William  Mohr  x 
white  seedling  (Snow  Flurry  x  Winter 
Carnival) .  It  shows  more  onco  character 
and  is  even  larger  than  Elmohr.  But 
anent  the  color,  just  how  wierdly  can 
those  chromosomes  cavort  to  try  and 
shatter  our  faith  in  Mendel  and  his 
funny  old  law. 


A  TRIP  THROUGH  REGION  12 

Harold  Odle,  Ariz. 


My  wife  and  I  have  just  returned  to 
Montana  from  our  new  location  at 
Wickenburg,  Arizona,  and  coming  back 
we  visited  iris  gardens  at  Provo,  Ogden 
and  Brigham  City  in  Utah. 

The  first  was  Tell’s  Iris  Gardens, 
where  we  saw  some  of  the  best  new 
things  to  come.  His  53-4  is  going  to  be 
“The  Pink,”  but  is  somewhat  slow  of 
increase,  probably  won’t  be  introduced 
before  '55.  It  is  much  deeper  pink  than 
any  others  of  the  so-called  pinks,  which 
to  date  haven’t  really  been  very  pink 
at  all.  This  one  is  almost  bordering 
on  red,  and  will  set  a  new  standard  for 
pinks  when  introduced. 

He  has  some  new  ruffled  lemon  yel¬ 


lows  and  one  was  so  heavily  ruffled  it 
had  a  hard  time  opening.  This  ruffling 
can  be  carried  to  an  extreme.  His  Apri¬ 
cot  Glory  in  its  home  garden  was  cer¬ 
tainly  worthy  of  the  name. 

•  At  Mel  Wallace’s  garden  we  saw  his 
new  Spic  and  Span  which  Tell  is  in¬ 
troducing  for  him  this  year.  Spic  and 
Span  was  a  quality  iris  in  every  way, 
tall,  very  well  branched,  full  of  well 
formed  flowers.  Mel’s  Cathedral  Bells, 
for  next  year,  is  a  huge,  very  tall,  pink 
beauty.  The  stems  are  heavy  and  wide 
branched,  the  flowers  broad  and  smooth 
and  stood  up  under  snow,  rain  and  hail. 

We  went  on  to  Mrs.  Crosby’s  who  has 
seedlings  by  the  thousand. 
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We  by-passed  Salt  Lake  City  and 
went  on  to  Ogden  to  Mrs.  Davis’  garden, 
a  trip  worth  anyone’s  time  to  make. 
Roses  by  the  thousands  and  all  the  good 
new  iris,  some  nice  seedlings  and  in 


spite  of  her  72  years  her  garden  was 
very  well  kept  and  planned. 

We  arrived  in  Montana  just  as  the 
seedlings  were  showing  color  on  the 
buds  and  in  the  next  day  or  so  the  show 
began,  a  fine  ending  to  a  fine  iris  trip. 


REPORT  —  REGION  13 

Bennett  C.  Jones,  RVP,  Ore. 


Activity  began  in  Region  13  on  April 
18  when  twenty-five  members  of  our 
Dwarf  Iris  Club  met  at  the  home  of 
Mrs.  M.  N.  Mahood  in  Seattle,  Wash¬ 
ington.  for  the  second  annual  one-day 
meeting.  Assisted  by  Mrs.  W.  R.  Hub¬ 
bard,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Simonson,  and  Mrs. 
Orpha  Salsman,  Mrs.  Mahood  has  done 
an  excellent  job  of  introducing  this 
long-neglected  member  of  the  iris 
family  to  Northwest  gardeners. 

Highlights  of  the  meeting  were  color 
slides  of  dwarfs,  accompanied  by  a  tape 
recording  from  Walter  Welch,  and  the 
garden  tour  on  which  a  large  number 
of  named  varieties  and  seedlings  were 
studied. 

A  new  study  group  was  formed  later 
in  the  spring  when  Marvin  Black,  of 
Salem,  Oregon,  offered  his  services  in 
response  to  interest  concerning  West 
Coast  species  iris.  At  present  there  are 
nineteen  members  taking  part  in  two 
round  robins.  Marvin  made  the  trip  to 
Oregon’s  innominata  fields  near  Rogue 
River  in  late  May  where  he  collected 
some  beautiful  specimens  of  this  fine 
garden  flower.  Homeward  bound  he  col¬ 
lected  plants  of  I.  Douglasiana,  I.  tenax, 
and  1.  bracteata.  On  a  later  trip  to  Mt. 
Hood.  I.  tenax  was  his  goal.  Region 
13  is  truly  “iris  country.” 

Our  third  Regional  Meeting  at  Ya¬ 
kima,  Washington,  was,  of  course,  the 
main  event  of  the  season.  One  hundred- 
twenty  members  and  guests  attended 
the  banquet  Saturday  evening,  May  16, 
and  an  additional  sixty  persons  were  on 
hand  for  the  garden  tour  on  Sunday. 
Credit  for  success  of  the  meetings  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Mary  Barr  Garden  Club  of 
Yakima,  whose  members  under  the 


chairmanship  of  Mrs.  A.  T.  Holmes  de¬ 
voted  many  hours  to  the  necessary  de¬ 
tails  involved.  Programs  were  hand¬ 
written,  and  the  favors  (crepe  paper 
iris)  were  in  all  varieties. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Albert 
Lauck  of  Alton,  Illinois,  we  enjoyed 
slides  of  the  Hall,  Fay  and  Benson  iris. 
Private  gardens  toured  the  following  day 
included  those  of  Mrs.  John  Hope,  Mr. 
Frank  Majewski,  and  Mr.  Norton.  At 
the  Iris  Test  Garden,  Mr.  Maxwell  had 
converted  a  packing  room  into  a  show¬ 
room  where  the  old  favorites,  as  well  as 
the  very  new  varieties,  could  be  seen 
without  walking  about  several  acres  to 
find  them.  On  his  desk  Mr.  Maxwell 
displayed  the  finest  single  stalk  of  iris 
I  saw  all  season:  Tobacco  Road,  beauti¬ 
fully  grown— there  was  nothing  like  it! 

At  Easy  Breeze  Gardens,  the  Linse’s 
had  their  show  gardens  in  four  long 
rows  along  side  a  cherry  orchard.  In¬ 
cluded  were  some  of  Mr.  Linse’s  seed¬ 
lings  from  Oncos,  a  phase  of  hybridizing 
in  which  he  is  particularly  interested. 
The  meeting  ended  here  with  lunch 
prepared  by  the  Mary  Barr  Garden 
Club. 

The  1954  Regional  Meeting  will  be 
held  in  Walla  Walla,  the  iris  city  where 
the  iris  and  hospitality  are  tremendous. 

The  first  all  iris  show  held  in  Spo¬ 
kane  took  place  on  June  4.  It  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Spokane  Valley  Women’s 
Club,  the  Soil  Mates,  and  the  Lady 
Bugs.  Best  specimen  was  Blue  Rhythm 
exhibited  by  Dr.  Frederick  R.  Judy  of 
Spokane.  Mrs.  Leslie  Davis  won  the 
Silver  Medal.  With  three  hundred  ex¬ 
hibits  and  twelve  hundred  visitors  the 
planning  committee  felt  repaid  for  their 
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efforts.  As  a  result  of  the  show  an  iris 
group  is  being  formed  in  the  area. 

At  LaGrande,  The  Blue  Mountain 
Iris  Club  held  its  show  on  June  13. 
Mrs.  S.  F.  Rumney  won  the  Silver 
Medal,  Mrs.  L.  V.  Carlson  won  the 
Bronze  Medal,  and  Miss  Eva  Wear  won 
the  Purple  Rosette  with  a  lovely  spike 
of  New  Snow.  Here  there  were  twenty 
exhibitors  and  127  entries.  Mrs.  Wal¬ 
lace  Westenskow,  chairman. 

At  Umatilla,  the  Garden  Exchange 
Club  held  its  show  on  May  15.  Mrs. 
Etha  Kerr  won  first  place  with  fourteen 
first,  three  second,  and  one  third  place 
ribbons.  Mrs.  Kerr  also  won  the  Purple 
Rosette  with  a  fine  spike  of  Minnie 
Colquitt.  Mrs.  Hazel  Butson  placed 
second  with  seven  first  and  seven  second 
place  ribbons. 

Much  of  the  success  of  the  first  show 


put  on  by  The  Greater  Portland  Iris 
Society  is  due  to  Mr.  Robert  Schreiner, 
who  made  several  trips  to  Portland  to 
help  plan,  arrange  and  judge  the  event. 
Co-chairmen  Bill  Skolfield  and  George 
Shoop  had  plenty  of  the  kind  of  help 
it  takes  to  put  on  a  show.  The  Purple 
Rosette  went  to  Mrs.  Georgia  Ward  for 
her  spike  of  Elmohr.  Mrs.  Ward  also 
won  the  Silver  Medal;  Mr.  Austin 
Myers  won  the  Bronze  Medal  and  Mr. 
William  Skolfield  displayed  the  best 
tall  bearded  iris  in  the  show  with  a 
spike  of  Tiffanja. 

From  Richland  Mr.  Joseph  Hoage 
writes  that  from  iris  exhibited  in  the 
flower  show  there  enough  interest  was 
shown  to  warrant  an  iris  club. 

More  shows,  additional  local  clubs 
and  specialty  groups  are  the  trend  here 
in  Oregon  and  Washington. 


GAULTER  REPORTS  FROM  REGION  14 

L.  A.  Gaulter,  Calif. 


Boy!  Did  I  stir  up  a  hornets  nest  in 
these  parts!  Being  new  in  the  San 
Francigco  Bay  Area,  I  made  the  johnny- 
come-lately  remark  that  “interest  in  iris 
around  here  is  pretty  puny.” 

More  than  45  indignant  iris  enthusi¬ 
asts  rose  up  in  righteous  wrath,  and  in 
protest,  promptly  formed  the  Sydney  B. 
Michell  Iris  Society  .  .  .  with  more 
irons  in  the  fire  than  you  can  imagine. 
The  fire  is  being  fanned  by  the  new  re¬ 
gional  vice-president,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Mit¬ 
chell,  who  is  peppier  than  any  teenager, 
and  who  has  visited  in  almost  every  iris 
garden  from  one  end  of  the  region  to 
the  other,  during  the  past  blooming 
season. 

Did  you  ever  dream  of  ordering  all 
the  new  plants  you  wanted,  and  hang 
the  expense?  Well,  William  Diehl  has 
done  just  that,  and  he  isn’t  a  rich  man. 
He  was  smitten  by  the  iris  bug  while 
convalescing  from  a  serious  operation,  a 
couple  of  years  ago.  He  now  has  sev¬ 
eral  acres  of  rich  land  in  Alamo,  amidst 
the  beautiful  walnut  groves  for  which 
that  region  is  noted.  He  has  enageged 


a  landscape  architect  to  lay  out  the 
grounds,  with  plans  including  a  100- 
foot  pool,  where  all  sorts  of  Japanese, 
Louisianas  and  spurias  will  blossom. 
From  the  many  hundreds  of  new  varie¬ 
ties  he  bought,  very  few  were  dogs. 
Careful  evaluation  of  comments  in  the 
bulletins  did  the  trick! 

Dream  Number  Two.  A  successful 
business  man,  growing  iris  as  a  hobby 
for  several  years,  decides,  in  the  prime 
of  life,  to  retire,  buy  acreage  in  a 
peaceful  valley,  build  a  beautiful  new 
home,  and  devote  all  his  time  to  grow¬ 
ing  and  promoting  iris.  This  dream  has 
come  true  for  Ernest  LaFranze,  who 
lives  near  Lafayette.  Each  year,  Ernie 
presents  a  beautiful  display  at  the 
world-famous  Oakland  Spring  Flower 
Show,  wins  first  prizes  with  them  and 
acquaints  thousands  of  flower-lovers 
with  the  beauty  of  modern-day  iris.  He 
has  acquired  the  stock  and  seedlings 
of  the  late  Professor  Sydney  B.  ,  Mit¬ 
chell,  and  some  of  these  seedlings  are 
sure  to  be  heard  from  soon. 

Another  dream  has  come  to  life  .  .  . 
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Blue  Rhythm,  exhibited  by  Dr.  F.  R.  Judy,  of  Spokane,  Wash. 


this  time  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Mel¬ 
rose  of  Modesto,  who  own  a  fruit  or¬ 
chard  hearing  peaches  by  the  ton.  The 
Melroses  have  planted  well  over  1,500 
favorite  iris,  old  and  new,  among  the 
fruit  trees,  and  when  they  tire  of  knock¬ 
ing  peaches  from  the  branches,  they 
feast  their  eyes  on  the  beauty  of  all 
these  iris,  stretched  as  far  as  the  eye 
can  see. 

Now  here  is  a  dream  to  top  them  all. 
Sit  down  at  the  Melroses  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fred  DeForest  to  a  dinner  of  fresh 
field-grown  corn  on  the  cob,  home- 
growm  strawberries  and  baked  pheasant. 
After  dinner,  bombard  Fred  DeForest 
with  all  the  breeding  problems  that 
have  been  stymying  you  and  get  the 
straight  dope  from  one  who  knows.  An 
evening  spent  with  Fred  is  a  liberal 
education  in  horticulture. 

This  was  no  dream  ...  it  really  hap¬ 
pened  to  me  this  past  Spring.  Jim  and 
Irma  Melrose  are  “mighty  Hunters”  and 
as  taste  dictates,  they  go  to  the  deep¬ 
freeze  for  a  deer  steak,  bear  roast  or  a 
brace  of  ducks.  How  about  that?  I’ll 
send  you  their  address  .  .  .  just  drop  in 
and  tell  them  Larry  sent  you. 

There  are  also  three  other  commercial 
gardens  in  this  vicinity.  Mrs.  George 
Johnson  at  Hayward  has  grown  good 
iris  for  many  years,  and  across  the  road, 
Mrs.  Await  grows  iris  to  perfection,  has 
a  nursery  at  her  disposal  and  uses  all 
sorts  of  plant  material,  among  the  iris, 
to  good  effect. 

Last,  but  not  least,  Carl  Salbach,  at 
Berkeley,  still  has  his  famous  gardens, 
and  many  good  iris  have  made  their 
debut  from  there. 

At  San  Jose,  a  few  miles  to  the  south, 
Clara  B.  and  Ruth  Reese  still  grow 
good  seedlings,  keeping  an  ever  fresh 
outlook  about  iris. 

The  weather  this  Spring  started  out 
more  “unusually”  than  usual,  but  by 
blooming  time  all  the  elements  got 
squared  away  and  added  up  to  a  most 
successful  season.  Here  are  comments 
on  a  few  of  the  hundreds  of  the  very 


newest  now  being  grown  in  the  Bay 
Area. 

For  comparison,  I  planted  all  pinks 
in  one  bed,  and  as  I  expected  they  all 
looked  pretty  much  the  same  as  to 
color.  Pink  Formal,  as  always,  grows 
for  me  with  almost  the  best  branching, 
color  deeper  than  most  and  fairly  good 
substance.  Cloud  Cap,  the  largest  and 
tallest,  has  pale  grayed  pink  but  droop¬ 
ing  falls.  Ballerina  has  beautiful  form 
and  while  very  light  in  color,  it  should 
be  a  good  breeder  when  crossed  with 
Cloud  Cap,  Pink  Formal,  etc.  Mary 
Randall  of  course  rings  the  bell  with 
fine  color  and  perfect  form.  Garnet 
Glow,  much  the  same  color  but  different 
form,  should  be  a  good  parent  also. 
Palamino,  everyone  seemed  to  like  .  .  . 
most  visitors  expected  it  to  be  darker  in 
color,  but  after  closer  acquaintance,  still 
fell  for  it.  Marsala,  a  two-toned  pink 
and  deep  rose,  wide  hafted  and  heavy 
substanced  pink,  was  also  well  liked. 
Top  Flight,  introduced  this  year,  is  far 
superior  in  color  to  Temple  Bells,  not  as 
tall  but  this  thing  is  really  deep  apricot. 
Melody  Lane  looked  washed-out  beside 
it.  Pink  Bouquet,  also  a  1953  introduc¬ 
tion,  although  a  delicate  pink,  is  about 
the  daintiest,  ruffliest  pink  of  them  all. 
One  plant  made  a  fine  clump  the  first 
year.  Most  all  the  pinks  are  fine  in¬ 
creases  and  prolific  pollen  or  pod  par¬ 
ents.  Memories  did  not  bloom  for  me, 
but  made  a  fine  clump,  so  is  something 
to  look  forward  to  next  year.  Memphis 
Belle  looked  very  good,  larger,  taller 
and  pinker  than  Radiation.  Paradise 
Pink  was  very  flecked  this  year  but  had 
good  color. 

There  are  some  wonderful  white  iris 
now.  Snosheen  on  a  two-year  clump 
lasted  for  days,  a  more  massive  flower 
than  Tranquility,  and  taller  here  than 
last  year.  Mrs.  Sydney  Mitchell  also 
blooms  over  a  long  period  of  time,  and 
as  it  looked  this  year,  is  just  about  the 
perfect  white.  I  have  yet  to  see  a  bet¬ 
ter  one.  Rehobeth,  a  1953  introduction 
from  DeForest,  is  one  of  the  most  pre¬ 
cisely  styled  and  beautiful  iris  1  have 
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ever  seen.  This  is  a  knockout.  So 
Sweet,  one  of  the  last  from  Professor 
Mitchell,  named  this  year,  is  a  huge 
ruffled,  heavy  substanced  pale  blue- 
white,  with  lots  of  fragrance. 

I  grew  Inca  Chief  and  A1  Borak  side 
by  side  and  still  can’t  decide  which  is 
the  better,  but  am  glad  I  got  them  both, 
and  needless  to  say,  1  crossed  them  with 
everything  on  the  place.  Bronze  Sym¬ 
phony  looked  bright  with  plenty  of 
style;  Campfire  Glow  smoothly  blended 
red  rose  and  brown,  looked  good  this 
year,  as  did  Oriental  Glory  .  .  .  deeper 
color  than  Campfire  Glow,  but  different 
form.  Desert  Twilight  was  huge, 
smooth,  a  heavy-substanced  blend  of 
lilac,  rose  and  brown  .  .  .  subtle  color¬ 
ing  that  will  grow  on  you.  The  Mad 
Hatter,  is  a  fair  sized  red-purple  with 
haft  markings.  Char-Maize  was  wonder¬ 
ful  form,  color  and  size,  well  worth 
growing. 

Stratosphere  Blue,  a  two-toned  me¬ 
dium  blue  with  lots  of  real  blue  is  hard 
to  fault.  Butterfly  Blue,  similar  to  Ca- 
hokia,  probably  a  better  bloomer,  per¬ 
haps  is  bluer  and  larger,  as  it  grew  out 
here. 

Now  for  my  pets,  the  plicatas.  I 
would  like  to  say  at  this  time  that  I 
feel  the  same  way  Fred  DeForest  does 
about  them.  “Larry,”  he  said,  and  1 
quote,  “every  time  I  hear  disparaging 
remarks  about  plies,  I  double  my  breed¬ 
ing  program  with  them.  Henry  Sass  has 
voiced  about  the  same  sentiments,  so 
— ‘let’s  face  it,  folks,’ —  there  are  more 
on  the  way.” 

Raspberry  Ribbon  and  Port  Wine  are 
similar  in  color.  Raspberry  Ribbon  is 
very  ruffled,  and  Port  Wine  very  smooth. 
Caroline  Jane,  big,  wide  and  ruffled 
in  white  and  blue,  is  perfection  in  al¬ 
most  every  respect.  New  Hope  is  deeper 
is  deeper  in  color,  but  not  as  tall.  Gala 
Finale  and  Tobasco  are  both  very  loud. 
Tobasco  has  bright  yellow  standards 
and  deep  red  falls.  I  think  Honour 
Bright  is  the  best  of  the  yellow  plicatas, 


Left  to  Right,  Bennett  C.  Jones,  RVP 
Region  13,  Ronald  J.  Beattie  and  Merle 
Daling. 


but  it  burns  a  little  in  our  bright  sun 
.  .  .  most  all  yellows  do  burn  out  here. 
Dark  Melody  is  almost  a  solid-colored 
dark  purple  and  brown  Fancy  with 
only  a  suggestion  of  white.  These  new¬ 
est  fancy  plicatas  and  selected  seedlings 
I  have  seen  are  almost  solid  selves  with 
the  brightest  purple,  brown,  blue  and 
red  imaginable.  I  think  we  will  soon 
have  some  wonderful,  clear-colored 
bright  selves  from  these  fancy  plicatas. 
The  variation,  both  in  color  and  pat¬ 
tern,  has  unlimited  possibilities. 

On  the  other  hand,  oncobreds  just 
don’t  get  through  to  me.  I  still  keep  a 
plant  of  Elmohr  around,  and  Lady 
Mohr.  I  grew  Frances  Craig  this  year 
and  must  rate  it  a  fine  iris.  Peg  De- 
baugh  I’ll  grow  for  a  while  longer  too. 
Everyone  seemed  to  like  Green  Mohr. 
By  the  way,  the  Sacramento  show  with¬ 
out  a  doubt  is  one  of  the  best  in  the 
country.  The  quality  of  bloom  and  new 
varieties  seen  are  outstanding,  and  re¬ 
gardless  of  how  fine  a  collection  one 
has,  it  gets  harder  each  year  to  win  an 
award  at  this  show. 
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REPORT  FROM  REGION  14 


Rose  F.  Mitchell,  Calif. 


It  has  been  an  exciting  and  busy  year 
for  a  green  regional  vice-president,  with 
expeditions  to  clubs  and  nurseries  at 
Sacramento,  Placerville,  San  Jose,  New¬ 
man,  and  other  places.  The  first  talk  to 
a  garden  club  during  the  season  was  at 
the  little  town  of  Herald  on  April  15. 
This  club  is  a  marvel  of  well-directed 
energy;  the  clubhouse  is  a  little  red 
schoolhouse,  bought  by  the  members, 
moved  to  a  central  location,  and  trans¬ 
formed  to  new  uses.  It  is  supported 
largely  by  prize  money  from  flower 
shows. 

Early  in  January  a  new  iris  society 
was  organized,  Berkeley’s  first.  It  is 
The  Sydney  B.  Mitchell  Iris  Society. 
Richard  L.  Doutt  is  the  first  president 
of  the  society.  The  membership  interest 
is  quite  varied,  species  and  hybridiza¬ 
tion  being  favored  topics  of  discussion. 
A  trial  garden  is  being  planned.  It  is 
good  to  note  that  the  Berkeley  society 
has  members  who  are  standbys  of  the 
San  Jose  and  of  the  Sacramento  socie¬ 
ties,  just  as  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Berkeley  society  have  joined  the  other 
two. 

Trips  to  nurseries  in  Berkeley,  Hay¬ 
ward,  Alamo,  Lafayette,  and  Modesto 
were  arranged  during  the  blooming  sea¬ 
son.  A  new  one  this  year  was  that  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  C.  Diehl,  at 
Alamo.  Many  visitors  also  went  to  see 


the  crowded  planting  of  fine  new  varie¬ 
ties  in  the  San  Leandro  garden  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Larry  A.  Gaulter. 

Besides  touring  our  own  Region  14, 
some  of  us  took  in  the  show  in  Region 
15,  south  of  us,  and  visited  the  famous 
gardens  of  Clarence  White  at  Redlands 
and  Tom  Craig  at  Escondido,  both 
known  for  their  oncobreds.  Interest  in 
oncobreds  is  increasing  in  Region  14. 
This  year  there  were  fine  displays  of 
them  at  Melrose  Iris  Gardens  in  Mo¬ 
desto,  Lloyd  Austin's  in  Placerville,  and 
Stafford  Jory’s  in  Berkeley. 

San  Jose  and  Sacramento  both  had 
fine  iris  shows  on  April  25  of  this  sea¬ 
son.  To  take  in  both  of  them  was 
exacting,  but  unforgettable  pictures  re¬ 
main  in  the  iris-lover’s  mind — educa¬ 
tional  displays  of  the  development  of 
the  iris,  luscious  arrangements  of  iris 
blossoms  set  off  by  stern  limbs  of  drift¬ 
wood,  weirdly  beautiful,  fascinating 
children  of  the  oncocyclus,  iris  on  un¬ 
believably  tall  stalks,  others  only  a  few 
inches  in  stature,  new  shades  of  pink, 
patterns  never  dreamed  of. 

We  were  glad  to  have  one  of  our 
members  represent  the  region  at  the 
Annual  Convention  —  Mr.  Frank  L. 
Crouch,  of  Oakland,  whose  reports  of 
the  meeting  have  been  greatly  enjoyed 
by  the  rest  of  us  who  had  to  stay  at 
home. 


FOR  SALE 

Collection  of  AIS  Bulletins 

FROM  NUMBER  1-79  INCLUSIVE 

These  bound  Bulletins  belonged  to  late  Dr.  Franklin 
Cook.  Inquiries  to  be  addressed  to  the  American 
Iris  Society,  Franklin  Road,  Brentwood,  Tenn. 
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Left  to  right:  Stafford  L.  Jory,  Berkeley,  Calif.;  Mrs.  Sydney  B.  Mitchell,  Berkeley, 
Calif.;  Mrs.  Lucille  Trine,  Felton,  Calif.;  Mrs.  George  Gordon  Pollack,  Sacremento, 
Calif.;  Carl  Salbach,  Berkeley,  Calif.;  Mrs.  A.  L.  Romer,  Ukiah,  Calif.  Seated:  Harold 
I.  Johnson,  Alberton,  Calif. 


LOUISIANA  NATIVE  IRISES 

Select  from  a  large  list  of  choice,  standard  varieties  and  new  intro¬ 
ductions.  Catalog  sent  on  request.  Shipping  period  August  through 
October. 

UNIVERSITY  HILLS  NURSERY 

Claude  W.  Davis,  Proprietor 

470  DELGADO  DRIVE,  BATON  ROUGE,  LOUISIANA 
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Northern  California  Iris  Society  Holds 
Another  Successful  Show 

Mrs.  Alfred  Nahas,  Show  Secretary 


The  third  annual  show  of  the  North¬ 
ern  California  Iris  Society  was  success¬ 
fully  staged  at  Clunie  Auditorium  on 
April  25  and  26,  in  Sacramento. 

The  auditorium  was  completely  filled 
with  exhibits,  the  flower  arrangements 
being  displayed  in  another  room. 

Entering  the  foyer,  one  came  upon  a 
beautiful  exhibit  by  the  Melrose  Iris 
Gardens  of  Modesto,  California.  “Happy 
Days'”  was  the  theme  of  the  show,  and 
Mrs.  Melrose  used  Iris  Happy  Days  ar¬ 
ranged  against  branches  of  magnolia 
at  the  entrance. 

Around  the  auditorium  arrangements 
of  iris  and  driftwood  were  shown,  and 
the  stage  was  filled  with  a  beautiful  pa¬ 
tio,  displaying  iris  against  various 
shrubs. 

Mrs.  Alfred  Nahas  showed  the  stalk 
of  Amber  Gem  which  was  judged  the 
best  bloom  in  the  show. 

Miss  Glenda  Childs,  a  thirteen  year 


old  enthusiast  of  the  Society,  won  the 
American  Iris  Society  Silver  Medal 
Certificate  for  the  most  first  prize  win¬ 
ners. 

Mrs.  Alfred  Nahas,  Secretary  to  the 
Show,  won  the  Bronze  Medal  Certificate 
for  receiving  the  second  greatest  num¬ 
ber  of  first  prizes. 

Mrs.  Lois  Swart  had  the  arrangement 
judged  best  of  the  show. 

Lyon  Iris  Gardens,  of  Van  Nuys, 
California,  exhibited  an  exceptional  Fla¬ 
mingo  Pink  Seedling,  for  which  a 
trophy  was  awarded. 

Again  the  Rainbow  Hybridizing  Gar¬ 
dens  of  Placerville,  California,  won  the 
Sunset  Magazine  Medal  for  the  out¬ 
standing  commercial  display.  Lloyd 
Austin's  Hoogianas,  Regelias  and  Onco- 
gelias  were  shown  in  groups  in  a  very 
striking  way.  Also  most  spectacular 
were  the  Douglasianas,  Dwarfs,  Inter¬ 
mediates  and  Table  irises. 


REGION  15 

Mrs.  Otto  Stuetzel,  RVP,  Calif. 


An  unusual  amount  of  rainfall  in  No¬ 
vember  and  December  of  1952  plus  a 
prolonged  heat  wave  in  February,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  three  nights  of  heavy  freeze 
in  early  March  didn’t  help  our  blooming 
season  very  much. 

As  each  February  rolls  around,  plans 
are  made  for  our  annual  trek  to  Mr. 
Clarence  White’s  gardens  in  Redlands 
to  see  the  March  display  of  his  beauti¬ 
ful  Onco’s.  This  trek  opens  the  iris 
season  for  Southern  California.  The 
date  was  set  and  then  had  to  be  can¬ 
celled  due  to  weather  conditions  and 
from  three  to  five  inches  of  snow  cover¬ 
ing  the  Oncos.  It  seemed  as  if  fate  were 
against  us.  Every  date  set  for  a  trek  to 
some  section  had  to  be  cancelled  be¬ 
cause  there  was  not  enough  blooms  out 
to  make  the  trip  worthwhile. 

We  had  our  14th  annual  Iris  Show 
and  surprised  ourselves  with  some  very 


fine  blooms.  The  Santa  Barbara  Iris 
Society  held  their  third  annual  Show 
and  displayed  some  very  fine  specimen 
stalks.  A  new  iris  group  formed  in 
Torrance  staged  a  very  fine  show,  both 
in  specimen  and  flower  arrangement 
classes. 

Our  season  has  been  long  drawn  out. 
This  is  being  written  August  15th  and  I 
can  still  cut  stalks  on  a  dozen  or  more 
varieties.  There  was  no  height  of  bloom 
at  any  time,  but  a  long,  scattered  bloom 
through  three  and  a  half  months. 

The  following  is  a  report  on  irises 
seen  in  my  own  garden,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Miss  Miess’  1953  introduction 
Majorette.  This  different,  interesting 
iris  has  form,  substance,  branching;  in 
fact,  has  everything.  As  described  in 
Miss  Miess’  own  words — “As  jaunty 
and  saucy  as  a  Majorette  strutting  down 
the  street.”  Its  color  is  a  deep  maroon 
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on  the  falls,  with  a  white  beard  and 
epaulet— like  white  plicata  markings  on 
the  haft.  The  standards  of  rosy-mauve 
stand  up  like  a  Majorette’s  tall  hat.  In 
this  day  of  hundreds  of  iris  introduc¬ 
tions,  it’s  a  joy  to  find  an  iris  that  is 
truly  different. 

Violet  Harmony  (Lowry)  was  lovely 
in  my  garden  in  late  March,  but  as  seen 
in  all  its  glory  at  the  convention  in  Bos¬ 
ton,  it  was  breathtaking  and  well  de¬ 
served  the  President’s  Cup.  Palomino 
(Hall)  was  another  happy  surprise,  be¬ 
ing  just  like  the  picture  in  Cooley’s 
Catalog.  The  standards  are  a  very  soft, 
pale  pink;  falls,  pale  ivory,  with  amber- 
coffee  shoulders  and  thin  band  around 
the  edge,  with  a  rich,  reddish  beard. 
Midcontinent  (Whiting)  was  a  disap¬ 
pointment,  much  resembling  Tea  Rose 
and  Three  Oaks — a  bit  larger  and  taller, 
but  still  too  much  like  the  older  intro¬ 
ductions. 

Northwester  (F.  Cook),  is  a  royal 
purple  of  good  form  and  substance,  a 
self  even  to  the  beard,  and  no  haft 
markings.  Truly  Yours  and  Mary  Ran¬ 
dall  (Fay)  didn’t  bloom  until  the  latter 
part  of  June,  and  were  still  blooming 
on  the  Fourth  of  July. 

Jack  Frost  and  High  Seas  (Corey) 
were  two  beautiful  whites,  different  in 
every  way,  one  from  the  other.  I  saw 
more  beautiful  white  iris  this  season 
than  ever  before:  the  two  of  Mrs.  Co¬ 
rey’s,  White  Peacock  (Pattison) ,  Samite 
(Whiting),  Maid  of  Cotton  (Pierce), 
Wedding  Bouquet  (Buttrick)  and  Sen- 


orita  lisa  (Rogers) — the  last  three  seen 
at  the  convention. 

McKee’s  Mayan  Gold,  is  a  deep 
golden  yellow  without  any  brassy  effect. 
Spanish  Fandango  is,  I  think,  too  much 
like  Mexico.  Bronze  Symphony  (Patti¬ 
son),  in  the  bronze  class,  has  no  equal. 
It  is  not  a  large  flower,  nor  tall  stalk 
(about  36  inches),  and  on  first-year 
plants  it  gives  three  or  four  bloom 
stalks  with  two  to  three  flowers  open 
at  the  same  time,  yet  it  does  not  bloom 
itself  out. 

(Craig’s)  Frances  Craig  with  its 
beautiful,  soft  coloring  and  onco  blood, 
is  an  iris  that  once  seen  is  never  to  be 
forgotten.  Being  named  for  the  gracious 
Mrs.  Craig,  both  are  long  remembered. 
Char-Maize  (Lyon)  is  in  a  color  class 
by  itself,  with  form,  substance  and 
charm,  and  is  by  all  means,  the  Lyon 
Iris  Garden’s  outstanding  introduction 
to  the  iris  world. 

Pink  Formal  (Muhlestein)  and  Para¬ 
dise  Pink  (Lapham)  were  outstanding 
in  the  pink  class;  however,  after  seeing 
some  of  T ell’s  pink  seedlings  under 
number,  I  am  afraid  all  of  our  so-called 
“Pinks”  are  going  to  look  very  sickly 
when  these  numbered  pinks  are  intro¬ 
duced. 

Region  15  is  looking  forward  to.  and 
making  plans  for,  the  1956  convention, 
at  which  time  we  hope  to  extend  a 
hearty  western  welcome  to  all  of  you 
who  attend.  May  the  elements  be  kind 
to  us. 


VARIETAL  NOTES  FOR  REGION  15 

Mrs.  Douglas  Pattison,  Calif. 


The  iris  season  here  was  different 
than  any  other  I  have  seen.  The  bloom 
was  erratic  and  in  some  instances  the 
substance  not  good.  But  masses  of 
bloom  turned  up  for  the  Hollywood 
Show  as  if  by  magic.  I  helped  judge  the 
tall  bearded  section  and  seedlings.  One 
of  the  seedlings  I  well  remember  was  a 
tall,  magnificently  branched  white  with 
other  good  qualities,  shown  by  Mr.  Roy 
Fielding.  It  has  been  named  Alba 


Royale. 

I  saw  some  of  the  commercial  gardens 
in  the  San  Fernando  Valley  and  they 
had  good  bloom.  I  will  head  the  parade 
with  Majorette  (Miess).  It  has  rosy 
mauve  standards  and  velvety  maroon 
falls  with  jaunty  carriage.  In  the  Lyon 
Garden  their  introduction  Kol  Nidre 
was  the  outstanding  new  one.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stafford  Jory  and  Mrs.  Sydney  B. 
Mitchell  of  Berkeley  stood  beside  me  as 
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we  looked  at  it.  It  is  a  deep  dahlia 
purple  of  fine  form.  Mr.  Jory  remarked, 
“This  is  as  handsome  a  bit  of  color  as 
I  have  seen  this  year.” 

We  all  missed  the  Milliken  display 
gardens  this  season.  It  was  one  of  the 
loveliest  show  gardens  in  the  country, 
but  Mr.  Milliken  has  moved  to  a  larger 
place  about  fifteen  miles  distant.  Sev¬ 
eral  of  his  best  varieties  bloomed  in  my 
garden.  Montecito,  a  lemon  yellow  with 
frosty  white  trimming,  I  would  not  be 
without.  Veiled  in  Mystery  is  a  color 
break,  indeed.  Off-white  satiny  back¬ 
ground  with  rich  chartreuse  shading. 
Fluted  standards  and  falls  and  a  rich 
violet  beard  completes  the  ensemble. 

I  saw'  some  really  outstanding  pli- 
catas  this  year.  Belle  Meade  (Wills) 
a  large  and  handsome  white  with  heavy 
violet-blue  markings;  Blue  Rim  (Lar¬ 
sen)  an  exquisite  pure  wrhite  with  a 
blue  rim.  Frosty  (Craig)  a  most  at¬ 
tractive  pure  white  marked  with  me¬ 
dium  blue,  gave  masses  of  tall  bloom 
and  made  a  showy  planting.  Raspberry 
Ribbon  (Schreiner),  a  pure  white 
trimmed  with  brilliant  raspberry,  is  ex¬ 
cellent.  One  plicata  that  moved  when 
I  did  bloomed  for  the  first  time.  A 
lovely  combination.  Port  Wine  (Sass) 
has  velvety  white  falls,  standards  tinged 
wine  and  a  heavy  border  of  wine  on  the 
falls. 

One  has  many  to  choose  from  in  the 
white  field,  Helen  McKenzie,  is  the 
whitest  iris  I  have  seen,  with  perfection 
of  form  and  it  grows  well.  It  is  pure 
white  with  no  tinge  of  color.  Samite 
(Whiting)  is  also  clear  white,  with  a 
touch  of  gold  at  the  heart.  It  has  thick 
waxy  substance  and  a  golden  beard. 
White  Sprite,  a  pure  white,  is  delicately 
ruffled  and  well  poised  on  sturdy  stalks. 
High  Seas  (Corey)  a  large  silky  blue 
white  with  many  blossoms  to  the  stalk. 

A1  Borak,  a  copper  russet  blend,  is  a 
very  fine  example  of  its  color.  Autumn 
Hues,  ruffled  deep  yellow  with  a  blue 
and  pink  suffusion  is  attractive.  Frances 
Kent,  a  deep  cream  and  ivory  blend, 
flushed  pink  with  pink  beard  is  a  lovely 


thing.  Ruffled  Organdy  may  not  be  a 
true  blend,  but  it  is  a  blending  of  ivory 
and  cream  with  a  lustrous  pearly  under¬ 
tone.  Any  way,  it’s  a  beautiful  variety, 
grown  by  Dr.  Brenan  of  Redlands. 

I  might  mention  a  few  of  the  pinks 
that  were  especially  good  this  year. 
Ballerina  of  extra  fine  form,  has  broad 
petals  and  thick  substance;  Party  Dress, 
a  fairly  deep  pink,  is  daintily  ruffled. 
Heritage  still  stands  up  as  one  of  the 
very  best  Hall  pinks.  Almond  Blossom 
(Craig)  new  this  year  is  a  clear  baby 
pink  of  smooth  finish;  Aahme  (Craig) 
a  clear  orchid  pink  with  coral  beard 
was  one  of  the  loveliest  things  of  the 
year,  in  my  opinion. 

The  blues  Cahokia,  Pierre  Menard 
and  Alicia,  are  among  the  best  of  the 
color  range  and  gave  their  usual  de¬ 
pendable  performance;  Mrs.  Douglas 
Pattison  (Craig)  is  a  smooth,  corn¬ 
flower  blue;  Azure  Lake  (Muhlestein) 
deep  medium  blue  with  almost  hori¬ 
zontal  falls  is  a  worthwhile  addition  to 
the  color. 

In  this  section  where  so  many  fine 
oncobreds  originate,  I  regret  that  time 
and  space  does  not  permit  the  attention 
they  well  deserve.  Mohr  Majesty,  with 
large  flowers  of  lustrous  buff,  shaded 
wine  on  the  falls,  and  Mohr  Affair,  a 
huge  flower  of  deep  wine  coloring,  are 
Marion  Walker  introductions  of  great 
beauty. 

Tom  Craig  has  so  many  oncobreds 
that  I  can  only  touch  on  the  best  of 
them.  Frances  Craig  is  considered  by 
Mr.  Craig  to  be  the  best  and  most 
beautiful  iris  he  has  grown.  It  grows 
fairly  tall,  but  its  even  height  and  mass 
of  brilliant  blue  bloom,  makes  it  an 
ideal  garden  clump.  Mary  Valentine,  is 
a  huge  pale  blue  and  Mary  McClelland, 
a  very  large  deep  blue  of  extra  fine 
quality.  Etching  is  a  near  white  deli¬ 
cately  etched  pale  gray;  Engraved,  an 
onco  plicata  of  soft  white  with  network 
of  steel  gray.  Coronation  Tapestry  is  a 
blended  bicolor  of  lilac,  brown,  gold 
and  other  shades.  Mourning  Dove,  an 
immense  curiously  patterned  Dover  gray 
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and  Mauve  Dusk,  a  dusky  violet  are 
both  of  the  Mohr  hybrid  type.  I  did 
not  get  to  Redlands  to  see  the  Oncos 
grown  by  Mr.  Clarence  White,  but  I  did 
see  a  few  at  the  very  end  of  the  season. 
He  had  one  beautiful  one,  a  grayish  lav¬ 
ender  with  dark  velvety  signal  patch. 

Mr.  Marion  Walker,  Vice-President 
of  the  A1S  stopped  at  various  gardens 
on  his  way  to  the  meeting  in  Boston  and 
he  told  me  of  some  that  he  had  seen 
and  liked.  Andrun-McLeod  (Muhle- 
stein)  a  large  onco  red  was  one  and 
Flamingo  Bay,  a  deep  pink  another.  He 
liked  the  unusual  plicatas,  Port  Wine 
and  Cinnamon  Toast  grown  in  the  Sass 
gardens.  Midcontinent  and  Technicolor 
in  Mrs.  Whiting’s  were  in  fine  form. 
Technicolor  is  a  red  that  does  well  in 
California.  Defiance  and  Surrender  were 
best  in  the  Chet  Tompkins  gardens.  He 


was  most  enthusiastic  about  the  pinks 
growing  in  the  Hall  gardens,  especially 
mentioning  the  new  May  Hall.  Mr. 
Hall  told  me  he  had  waited  20  years  to 
find  this  one  he  wished  to  name  for 
Mrs.  Hall.  Mr.  Walker  mentioned  Truly 
Yours  and  others  seen  in  the  Fay  gar¬ 
dens.  Truly  Yours  is  the  1953  Dykes 
Medal  winner. 

As  he  went  east  he  visited  at  the  Don 
Waters’  beautiful  garden  in  Elmore, 
Ohio  and  especially  mentioned  a  new 
copper  and  a  fine  yellow  that  he  saw 
there.  The  already  highly  praised  Sable 
Night  and  many  other  fine  ones  were 
blooming  in  the  Paul  Cook  garden  in 
Indiana.  Cape  Cod,  Violet  Harmony 
and  others  were  the  highlights  of  the 
beautiful  new  ones  shown  in  the  various 
gardens  during  the  Boston  meeting. 


REGION  16 

Mrs.  Wm.  McCann,  RVP,  Can. 


Members  attending  the  CIS  annual 
garden  visit,  and  picnic  lunch  held  at 
the  Royal  Botannical  Gardens,  Hamil¬ 
ton,  Ontario,  on  Saturday,  June  6th, 
were  aware  of  the  absence  of  our  en¬ 
thusiastic  president,  W.  J.  Moffat  and 
Mrs.  Moffat,  also  Vice-President  Dr.  A. 
H.  Rolph  and  director  Harry  Bickle. 
They  were  all  lucky  enough  to  be  in 
Boston  for  the  1953  annual  meeting. 

“The  Spring  Garden”  (featured  in 
the  April  Bulletin)  was  a  panorama  of 
beauty  and  color;  2,000  clumps  of  iris 
had  reached  peak  bloom,  and  all  one 
could  do  was  look,  and  gasp,  and  then 
say,  “Isn't  it  wonderful!”  Healthy 
strong  growth,  and  mass  bloom  was  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  fine  care  the  iris  receive 
here.  New  Snow  with  several  lovely 
flowers  in  bloom  on  tall  straight  stalks 
was  never  better,  even  the  branching 
had  improved.  Technicolor  was  very 
red,  and  attracted  your  attention.  The 
“guest  iris”  that  arrived  last  season  for 
the  1955  meeting  were  being  much  ad¬ 
mired  even  though  most  of  them  were 
first  year  plants,  and  not  by  any  means 
at  their  best.  Secretary  Les  Laking  who 


is  a  member  of  the  R.B.G.  staff  can 
take  more  than  just  a  bow  for  the  in¬ 
terest  being  shown,  not  only  by  iris- 
arians,  but  also  the  general  public  in 
this  magnetic  display  of  iris. 

In  President  Moffat’s  garden  Mary 
Randall  was  the  center  of  attraction. 
His  blue  seedling  51D7,  having  good 
branching,  the  charm  of  Helen  Mc¬ 
Gregor  and  the  form  of  Elizabeth  of 
England,  left  little  more  to  be  desired. 

Mrs.  O.  M.  Walsh’s  iris  garden  at 
Waterdown,  although  lacking  some  of 
the  newest  iris  because  she  expects  to 
move,  was  in  perfect  order.  Mrs.  Walsh 
is  planting  the  new  stock  at  her  son’s 
garden,  and  will  have  a  fine  showing  for 
next  year. 

Getting  away  from  the  Hamilton 
district,  Mr.  McCann  and  I  left  early 
Monday  morning  for  Sarnia.  We 
stopped  at  London  to  see  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  0.  Hall  at  265  Regent  St.,  and  found 
Mrs.  Hall  waiting  to  show  us  the  gar¬ 
den  and  their  prized  collection  of  Mrs. 
Jean  Stevens’  irises.  I’m  very  fond  of 
Pinnacle,  so  I  was  anxious  to  see  more 
of  the  New  Zealand  iris.  Paragon,  a 
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pastel  blend,  was  lovely.  Black  Belle 
although  short  was  very  black  and  vel¬ 
vety.  Court  Herald  and  Royal  Sovereign 
were  deep  rich  yellows,  tall  with  large 
flowmrs.  Substance  and  weather  resist¬ 
ance  bred  in  Mrs.  Stevens’  iris  is  evi¬ 
dent,  and  the  thick,  sturdy  stems  would 
no  doubt  “stand  up.”  Mrs.  Hall’s  seed¬ 
ling  49-23  was  a  larger  frilled  Extrava¬ 
ganza  with  a  nice  smooth  blending  of 
color.  Mrs.  Bartlett’s  Lemon  Chiffon 
growing  in  profusion  attracted  our  at¬ 
tention  with  its  large  yellow  flower. 

Arriving  later  at  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  K. 
Chamberlain's  314  Maria  St.,  Sarnia, 
they  greeted  us  with  a  smile  despite  the 
tornado  damage,  and  loss  of  all  their 
lovely  old  trees.  Mr.  Chamberlain’s  seed¬ 
lings  was  the  reason  for  the  375  mile 
drive  in  one  day,  and  they  turned  out  to 
be  well  wrorth  the  trip.  His  best  seed¬ 
lings,  “on  trial,”  grow  in  a  long  narrow 
lot  adjacent  to  the  regular  garden.  Grow¬ 
ing  in  short,  neat,  orderly  rows  you  can 
look  over  the  best  of  the  crosses,  while 
walking  down  a  middle  path.  Bloom¬ 
ing  a  wreek  later  are  several  thousand 
more  growing  out  in  the  country.  53- 
11-B  was  an  apricot  pink  with  very 
ruffled  standards,  the  flaring  falls  had 
a  decided  yellow  infusion  with  a  bright 
salmon  beard.  This  lovely  seedling  had 
“garden  appeal.”  53-2-A,  a  self  pink, 
clean  haft  and  good  substance,  had  a 
tangerine  beard  shading  to  pink  near 
the  falls,  branching  was  good.  53-16-B, 
similar  in  color  to  New  Hope,  had 
closed  ruffled  standards.  The  falls  were 
a  bit  short,  but  were  not  too  noticeable 
because  the  light  blue  beard  caught 
your  eye  first.  Growing  in  the  regular 
garden  Blumohr  looked  even  better  than 
the  picture  on  the  back  of  Tell’s  Iris 
Catalogue.  The  color  fascinates  me.  I 
don't  see  “blue,”  but  a  lovely  shade 
of  lavender  with  a  silky  sheen.  Pink 
Formal  and  High  Time  both  used  by 
Mr.  Chamberlain  for  breeding  were 
among  the  pinks,  and  here  New  Snow 
was  showing  off  again,  tall  and  well 
grown.  A  longer  look  at  many  other 
favorites  was  impossible  because  we 


wanted  to  see  Mr.  Wadlund  and  his 
new  Violet  Grace.  Not  as  tall  as  Sky 
Ranger,  the  large  flower  has  excellent 
substance  and  perfect  branching.  A 
large  white  (53-5),  a  cross  between 
Snow  Flurry  and  Violet  Grace,  had 
many  fine  points,  with  wide  hafts  and 
thick  substance,  the  only  fault  (if  you 
could  call  it  one)  was  a  yellow  beard. 
Another  Sarnia  enthusiast,  Mr.  Hender¬ 
son,  a  friend  of  Mr.  Chamberlain’s  has 
hundreds  of  older  and  new  varieties  of 
iris  growing  in  mass  clumps.  They  were 
expertly  grown,  and  a  great  credit  to 
him,  as  was  a  fine  clump  of  Cousins’ 
new  Canadaway  growing  exactly  like 
the  catalogue  description,  the  substance 
being  like  leather. 

At  this  point  a  ’phone  call  from  Mrs. 
Chamberlain  told  us  that  Lloyd  Zur- 
brigg,  now  located  in  Stratford  had  also 
arrived  to  see  the  seedlings.  It’s  always 
nice  to  see  Mr.  Zurbrigg,  no  matter 
when  you  meet  him  he’s  enthusiastic 
about  growing  iris,  and  well  informed 
about  new  varieties  especially  amoenas. 

A  visit  on  June  10th  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wm.  Miles  of  Ingersoll  delighted 
the  McCanns.  High  Seas  and  Caldera, 
guest  iris  from  Mrs.  Preston  Corey, 
were  in  bloom  and  received  very  favor¬ 
able  comments  from  Mr.  Miles.  Jack 
Frost  and  Bay  State  were  in  bud  and 
Anthea  failed  to  bloom.  Everyone 
seemed  to  like  the  color  of  Caldera 
and  it  has  “lasting  quality”  as  do  the 
others.  Mr.  Miles’  Ballet  in  Blue  was 
in  fine  form  for  his  visit,  proving  why 
I  like  it  in  preference  to  Elizabeth  of 
England.  His  newer  originations  in¬ 
cluding  the  well  known  Vice  Regal  will 
be  displayed  at  the  Vineland  Horti¬ 
cultural  Experimental  Station.  Dr.  E. 
F.  Palmer,  the  lily  hybridist  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Station,  is  showing  a  keen 
interest  in  the  new  iris  beds  now  being 
planned  and  planted  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  Robt.  Fleming  who  is  in 
charge  of  this  work. 

Looking  at  iris  is  only  a  small  part 
of  a  RVP’s  duty.  Committee  meetings 
have  been  held  at  Mr.  Moffat’s  to  plan 
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the  1955  annual  meeting.  A  member¬ 
ship  campaign  was  organized,  and  lec¬ 
tures  given  at  various  society  meetings. 
Mr.  Huckle  of  Walkerton  gave  the  CIS 
a  nice  boost  by  writing  a  very  informa¬ 
tive  article  for  the  local  newspaper  and 
in  the  bargain  gained  several  new  mem¬ 
bers.  Rev.  W.  T.  Corcoran  of  Stratford 
reported  bis  iris  display  was  never  bet¬ 


ter  despite  the  bad  weather  around  that 
district. 

This  year  we  thought  we’d  see  every¬ 
thing,  but  although  we  drove  many 
miles  to  see  what  was  new  for  ’53,  many 
iris,  and  members’  gardens  are  still  on 
the  waiting  list  for  ’54.  Time  passes 
quickly,  and  it  will  soon  be  another 
year,  and  another  bigger  and  better  iris 
season  .  .  .  see  you  then,  we  hope! 


1953  COMMENTS  ON  IRIS  IN  REGION  16 

W.  T.  Corcoran,  Can. 


Interest  here  seemed  divided  between 
Happy  Birthday  and  Mary  Randall. 
Happy  Birthday  is  Cherie  grown  up — on 
a  first  year  plant  it  was  bigger,  taller, 
a  little  more  ruffled  and  a  little  more 
flaring.  If  it  keeps  up  there  will  be  no 
room  for  Cherie. 

Mary  Randall  is  not  tall,  is  not  large, 
has  only  fair  branching  as  it  grew  here 
but  it  has  some  charm  about  it  hard 
to  describe — no  doubt  from  the  color, 
a  very  pleasing  shade  of  rose  different 
to  any  other.  Would  though,  that  it  did 
not  have  the  white  influence  around  the 
beard. 

Truly  Yours  bloomed  very  late  this 
year  and  the  heat  and  wet  weather 
seemed  to  soften  it  up  and  it  was  not 
up  to  last  year  at  all.  Stalks  grew  too 
tall  and  went  down. 

Summit,  with  only  one  stalk  again 
appeared  much  superior  to  Pinnacle, 
except  that  the  rounded  floret  of  Pin¬ 
nacle,  as  an  individual  flower,  is  more 
appealing. 

Helen  McKenzie  bloomed  on  second 
year  plant — it  is  the  whitest  all  right 
but  the  stalk  is  not  up  to  Spanish 
Peaks  which  bloomed  for  first  time. 
They  stood  beside  one  another  in  a 
terrible  deluge.  Spanish  Peaks  took  it 
but  Helen  washed  out.  However  both 
stood  up. 

Dolly  Varden  bloomed  for  the  first 
time— a  very  lovely  pink,  deeper  and 
larger  than  the  other  Hall  pinks  (ex¬ 
cept  perhaps  Happy  Birthday).  It  has  a 
good  stalk  and  was  very  popular  with 
the  fans.  Cloud  Cap  and  Pink  Formal 


however  were  both  taller.  Party  Dress 
with  its  color  and  frilling  caught  the 
eyes  of  many. 

Gaylord  was  better  than  last  year, 
evidently  liking  the  wet  weather.  The 
falls  did  not  crack  and  it  stood  right 
up.  Criterion  and  Bright  Hour  bloomed 
on  first  year  stalks  but  for  this  year  at 
any  rate  they  cannot  compare  Avith 
Gaylord. 

Apricot  Supreme  has  a  very  fine  stalk, 
good  branching  on  tall  stalks  but  the 
apricot  runs  to  pink — not  the  lovely 
apricot  shade  of  Top  Flight  and  some¬ 
what  short  on  a  first  year  plant. 

In  the  blacks  Black  Hills  gave  the 
best  stalk.  Black  Satin  is  a  little 
blacker  on  the  falls.  Escapade  is  a  very 
beautiful  coloring  but  on  first  year  plant 
was  very  short. 

Midcontinent  was  also  on  first  year 
plant  with  few  buds  so  could  not  give  an 
account  of  itself  as  for  long  life,  but  if 
it  follows  Campfire  Glow  in  this  regard 
it  should  be  good,  since  Campfire  Glow 
is  always  long-lived  here.  It  appears  to 
have  much  better  height  but  color  is 
not  as  pleasing  as  Campfire  Glow. 

Mr.  Miles’  Ballet  In  Blue  bloomed  for 
the  first  time  here  and  it  is  really  good 

height  good,  branching  good  and  a 
lovely  flare.  It  took  the  wind  and  rain 
and  was  still  up  when  many  others 
were  horizontal. 

Vandabeth  and  Mindemoya  bloomed 
on  first  year  small  plants  and  looked 
good — the  color  of  Mindemoya  seeming 
to  please  more  than  the  other. 
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THE  IRIS  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Fred  E.  Dyer,  Can. 


Mr.  Fred  E.  Dyer,  writer  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  article  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Iris  Society,  Canadian  Re¬ 
gion,  and  a  commercial  grower.  He  is 
located  in  Southern  British  Columbia, 
his  address  being:  Island  Iris  Gardens, 
654  No.  4  Road,  Lulu  Island,  Vancouver, 
B.C. 

Information  herein  should  be  interest¬ 
ing,  not  only  to  B.C.  members  but  also 
to  those  of  the  U.S.,  especially  to  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  North  Pacific  states,  and  of 
course  to  all  Canadian  irisarians. — H. 
E.  Kettle,  Canada. 

This  report  is  not  for  the  whole  of 
British  Columbia,  but  for  the  lower 
mainland  and  the  Okanagon  Valley. 
Our  garden  is  situated  on  an  island  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Fraser  River,  only  a 
few  miles  from  Vancouver.  Our  weather, 
for  the  most  part  is  moderate,  but  we  do 
have  zero  temperature.  This  summer 
has  been  a  poor  growing  season,  one 
gets  used  to  hearing  radio  announcers 
saying  52°  minimum,  72"  maximum.  We 
have  a  heavy  rainfall,  but  usually  get 
nice  summer  weather.  Our  first  frost 
comes  towards  the  end  of  September, 
the  last  frost  in  the  spring  has  usually 
been  in  late  April  or  early  May,  but  we 
had  a  frost  the  first  week  in  June  this 
year. 

We  are  on  very  level  ground  at  sea 
level.  The  winds  are  strong  and  some¬ 
times  continue  for  several  days.  We  be¬ 
lieve  any  iris  that  can  take  this  weather 
and  come  through  it  unscathed  is  good. 

We  grow  over  500  varieties,  but  I 
shall  deal  with  only  a  few  from  each 
color  group  that  1  think  will  be  of 
interest. 

Three  of  the  best  all  around  per¬ 
formers  here  are  Sable,  Great  Lakes 
and  Wabash.  We  seldom  have  a  one- 
year  plant  without  bloom.  All  increase 
well  and  have  strong  stalks.  Amandine 
always  blooms,  hut  as  a  rule  has  short 
stalks  but  lots  of  substance  and  will 


withstand  any  weather. 

Arab  Chief  is  always  tall  and  is  in¬ 
clined  to  bloom  high  but  has  lots  of 
bloom  of  a  good  nonfading  color.  Argus 
Pheasant  has  a  beautiful  nonfading 
bloom,  lovely  form  and  blooms  steadily, 
but  is  not  a  very  thrifty  grower.  Thot- 
mes  III  has  the  most  beautiful  blooms 
of  all  our  browns,  the  nicest  color  and 
form,  but  unless  grown  in  shade  fades 
badly.  Russet  Wings  is  a  consistent 
bloomer  and  the  flowers  are  beautiful 
but  the  plant  does  not  increase  well. 
Brown  Thrasher  fades  badly.  Bryce 
Canyon,  a  brown  on  the  red  side,  has 
lovely  bloom,  but  if  the  weather  is  at 
all  extreme  does  not  grow  well  and 
needs  staking.  Juliet  grows  tall,  has 
plenty  of  bloom  that  does  not  fade,  but 
one  wishes  the  flowers  were  a  little 
larger.  Casa  Morena  grows  strongly  and 
increases  rapidly  but  otherwise  is  not 
outstanding.  Watchfire  is  a  fine  iris, 
good  in  every  way. 

Of  the  whites  some  of  the  older  va¬ 
rieties  do  best,  such  as  Winter  Carnival, 
White  Goddess,  Priscilla  and  The  Capi¬ 
tol.  Snow  Flurry  nearly  always  blooms, 
but  when  you  wish  to  show  it  off  it 
fails.  New  Snow  is  tops — tall,  beauti¬ 
ful  and  dependable.  Lady  Boscowan  is 
a  failure  as  is  Spanish  Peaks — we  have 
been  unable  to  do  much  with  either. 
I  have  had  Tranquility  only  one  year, 
it  had  a  fine  stalk  with  a  lovely  bloom. 

In  blue  I  like  Blue  Valley  for  color, 
but  it  has  a  very  short  stalk.  Blue 
Rhythm  blooms  on  a  new  plant  as  well 
as  in  an  established  clump,  its  flowers 
are  lovely  and  of  good  color.  Consola¬ 
tion  is  a  strong  grower  with  a  large 
bloom  but  is  only  a  moderate  bloomer. 
Chinook  Pass  is  about  the  same  shade 
of  blue  as  Helen  McGregor,  is  a  more 
consistent  bloomer  but  has  short  stalks. 
Helen  McGregor  fades  badly  and  does 
not  always  bloom.  Pierre  Menard  and 
Chivalry  bloom  consistently  and  are 
much  the  same  color.  Both  make  fine 
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plants  and  are  of  good  habit.  Distance 
is  the  best  of  the  light  blues  for  in¬ 
crease,  has  good  stalks  and  fine  bloom. 
Have  had  Elizabeth  of  England  this  sea¬ 
son  and  think  it  a  fine  plant. 

The  plicatas  are  very  popular  here, 
the  favorites  being  Minnie  Colquitt, 
Firecracker,  Kings  Jester,  Blue  Shim¬ 
mer  and  Gay  Border.  They  are  prized 
for  their  bright  colors  and  floriferous- 
ness.  The  first  three  have  short  stems 
and  the  flowers  are  bunched.  Snow 
Crystal  is  a  large  healthy  plant,  in¬ 
creases  well  and  is  a  consistent  bloomer, 
hut  the  color  is  very  similar  to  many 
older  varieties.  Tiff  an  ja  is  not  new  but 
to  my  mind  is  one  of  the  finest  plicatas 
introduced.  Many  of  the  plicatas  such 
as  Melody  Lane,  Precious  Wayfarer  and 
Good  Fortune  do  not  do  well  here  be¬ 
cause  of  our  open  winters. 

Pacemaker  is  a  fine  red,  grows  strong¬ 
ly  and  appears  to  bloom  every  year. 
Dreamland  is  fine  here,  grows  tall  and 
produces  pleasing  flowers  from  the  first 
of  the  season  to  the  end.  Drum  Major 
is  a  very  hue  plant  but  is  more  rose 
than  red.  Color  Sargeant  does  not  al¬ 
ways  bloom  but  is  good  when  you  can 
get  it  to  perform.  Ranger  is  a  favorite 
here  as  are  Solid  Mahogany  and  Orelio. 
They  all  do  well  and  bloom  every  year. 
Christabel,  although  old,  is  noteworthy 
as  it  is  not  unusual  to  get  twenty  or 
more  flowers  to  a  stalk. 

Indiana  Night  has  beautiful  blooms 
with  a  velvety  sheen,  but  if  the  weather 
is  unfavorable  it  develops  some  rot  in 
the  late  summer.  Vice  Regal  is  large 
and  when  grown  in  a  clump  the  stalks 
attain  a  satisfactory  height.  Ebony 
Queen  and  Deep  Night,  although  not 
always  the  best  performers,  are  very 
good  iris. 

Yellows,  especially  the  deeper  tones, 
are  the  favorite  color  here.  Ola  Kala 
is  first  choice  with  Cloth  of  Gold  a  close 
second.  Orangeman  is  a  good  color  as 
is  Jasmine,  and  both  are  good  perform¬ 
ers.  Golden  Eagle  is  tall,  stout  and 
produces  very  bright  flowers  but  they 
flop  and  fade,  and  the  stalks  fall  over. 


Clear  Sailing  is  the  best  of  the  light  yel¬ 
lows,  with  Mattie  Gates  next.  I  wish 
Mattie  Gates  could  take  our  weather 
better.  Zantha  is  a  lovely  all  around 
plant  with  beautiful  color,  one  of  the 
brightest,  but  fades  in  our  sun  as  does 
Rocket.  Carlsbad  Caverns  seems  to 
have  been  overlooked;  it  is  a  fine  plant 
with  good  color  and  beautiful  form. 
Prospector  has  small  bloom  but  is  ex¬ 
cellent  otherwise. 

A  lot  of  the  blends  fade  badly  in  our 
sunny  situations,  such  as:  Rainbow 
Room,  Golden  Russet,  Bold  Courtier, 
Mexican  Magic  and  Prairie  Sunset. 
Rilla  Gabbert  does  not  fade  and  has 
enough  color  to  satisfy  anyone.  Lock- 
wood  is  grand,  is  a  very  strong  plant, 
increases  rapidly  and  blooms  prolific- 
ally.  Cascade  Splendor  blooms  are  beau¬ 
tiful,  but  bunch  at  top  of  stalk.  Day¬ 
break  makes  a  fine  plant,  has  splendid 
stalks  and  lovely  shaped  bloom.  I  wish 
it  had  a  little  more  color.  Cordovan  is 
not  so  good  as  Lockwood.  Chamois’ 
blooms  are  large  and  lovely  but  the 
plant  is  inclined  to  rot  some  in  the  late 
spring.  Pinnacle  received  top  honors 
here  for  an  all  around  good  garden 
plant.  Lady  Louise  is  tall  with  large 
bloom;  the  color  is  not  outstanding  but 
is  very  dependable.  Mystic  Melody  is 
not  as  fine  a  plant  as  Pinnacle.  Lo¬ 
thario  is  a  good  plant  in  every  respect 
but  it  would  be  an  improvement  if  the 
color  were  a  little  clearer. 

The  Mohrs  all  do  fairly  well.  Lady 
Mohr  does  exceptionally  well,  its  one 
fault  is  that  it  throws  too  many  bloom 
stalks  making  it  difficult  to  procure  good 
rhizomes.  Dreamcastle  and  Lynn  Lang¬ 
ford  share  the  honors  among  the  or¬ 
chids;  all  do  well  except  Lullaby. 

I  have  saved  the  pinks  until  the  last 
as  they  are  the  biggest  disappointment 
to  our  visitors.  Magazines  print  pic¬ 
tures  of  the  pinks  that  are  too  deep  in 
color  —  true  pink  —  consequently  when 
people  see  the  actual  blooms  they  feel 
badly  at  being  awakened.  Cloud  Cap 
shows  the  best  pink;  it  is  tall,  large  and 
is  of  a  good  color.  Color  Carnival  gets 
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the  most  comments  and  will  be  very 
popular  here.  Love  Story  is  a  very 
heavy  grower  hut  the  color  is  pale. 
Cherie  is  the  most  disappointing  of  all. 
being  pale  in  color,  stalks  short  and 
blooms  small,  its  one  redeeming  feature 
is  the  beautiful  form  of  the  flower.  Hi- 
Time  and  Melody  Lane  are  different, 
they  are  very  fine  irises.  Corabella  is 
tall  with  very  clear,  clean  peach  pink 
bloom.  Pink  Cameo  is  short  but  has 
fine  clear  color.  Pink  Sensation  has  a 
deeper  color  than  most  pinks  and  grows 
very  strongly. 

Space  will  not  permit  covering  all 
the  iris  1  grow  but  I  have  chosen  what 
I  think  are  of  interest  in  the  tall 
bearded. 

The  intermediates  and  dwarf  bearded 
all  do  well  here  and  increase  excep¬ 
tionally. 

We  are  trying  table  iris,  most  of 
them  seedlings. 

The  Japanese  grow  strongly,  produce 
abundant  bloom  and  increase  rapidly. 

The  spurias  and  Siberians  do  well 


with  us. 

Fulvala  grows  and  blooms  like  a 
weed,  leading  us  to  believe  the  Louis¬ 
iana  hybrids  will  do  likewise.  We  hope 
to  plant  several  varieties  this  fall. 

We  have  several  hundred  seedlings  to 
bloom,  some  of  our  own,  many  from 
other  growers,  so  we  have  much  to  look 
forward  to  next  year. 

THANK  YOU! 

The  members  of  the  Gardens  Com¬ 
mittee  in  Region  16,  the  Canadian  Iris 
Society,  are  deeply  grateful  to  all, 
whether  American,  English,  or  Ca¬ 
nadian.  who  have  been  good  enough  to 
send  irises  or  seedlings  as  Guests  for 
the  1955  Annual  Meeting. 

If  there  are  those  who  would  like  to 
send  some  in  1954,  we  can  only  say  that 
good  sized  rhizomes  sent  not  later  than 
June  or  July  would  yield  ninety  per 
cent  bloom.  Any  such  would  be  given 
very  special  attention. 

— W.  J.  Moffat,  Pres. 

Canadian  Iris  Society 


REPORT  OF  REGION  19  FOR  1953 

Mrs.  K.  D.  Smith,  RVP,  N.Y. 


We,  in  the  northeastern  United 
States,  have  had  a  glorious  iris  season ! 
1953  will  be  remembered  as  the  year 
in  which  most  of  our  country  had  a 
great  excess  of  early  spring  rain  (New 
England  a  surplus  of  17  inches)  which 
caused  all  iris  growers  anxiety  regard¬ 
ing  possible  rot,  but  miraculously  the 
skies  cleared  shortly  after  the  beginning 
of  the  blooming  season  and  then  it  was 
possible  to  appreciate  the  benefits  of 
rain,  for  never  have  plants  produced  so 
bountiful  a  crop  of  flower  stalks  and 
vigorous  increase. 

On  May  27,  at  the  Essex  House,  the 
Horticultural  Society  of  New  York, 
Inc.,  held  a  spring  flower  show  in  which 
there  were  twenty-eight  iris  classes. 
Mrs.  Eileen  Donohoe,  Clinton,  N.J.  re¬ 
ceived  the  most  points  for  blue  ribbons; 
Mr.  John  Goodwille,  Yorktown  Heights, 
N.Y.  the  second  highest  score.  Mrs. 
Ernest  L.  Scott,  Bogota,  N.J.  won  a  blue 


ribbon  in  the  seedling  class  with  a  fine, 
flaring  smooth  tan  which  she  hoped  to 
name  Manhatten  (name  not  registered 
at  time  of  show).  Special  awards  for 
non-competitive  displays  of  iris  were 
given  to  Mr.  Fred  Cassebeer  (Siber¬ 
ian)  and  Mr.  Kenneth  Smith  (tall 
bearded).  Golden  Hawk  (K.  D.  Smith) 
and  Precious  Days  (K.  D.  Smith)  each 
received  the  Horticultural  Society  of 
New  York  award  of  merit  certificate: 
Precious  Days  was  judged  best  iris  in 
the  show  and  was  given  a  special  trophy 
of  the  N.Y.  Horticulture  Society.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  afternoon,  Mrs.  Thomas  Nes¬ 
mith,  of  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  showed 
beautiful  slides  and  gave  an  excellent 
lecture  which  was  enthusiastically  re¬ 
ceived;  in  the  evening,  Kenneth  Smith 
conducted  an  informal  discussion  on 
growing  iris  and  showed  slides  taken 
in  his  garden. 

The  Silver  Anniversary  of  the  Presby 
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Memorial  Iris  Garden  was  celebrated 
on  May  30th  in  Upper  Montclair.  Many 
people  who  had  helped  start  the  garden 
were  in  attendance  and  introduced,  as 
well  as  AIS  members  from  various  parts 
of  the  country  who  were  on  their  way  to 
ihe  Annual  Meeting  in  Boston.  Mr. 
John  Wister  gave  us  a  vivid  and  heart¬ 
warming  history  of  the  Garden’s  early 
days,  in  which  he  reminded  us  that  all 
iris  enthusiasts  have  to  be  a  little  crazy 
(a  point  with  which  we  did  not  quibble 
for  we  were  enjoying  a  cold  drizzle  at 
the  time  and  our  Texas  friends  were 
shivering  in  their  boots,  but  they  and 
we  were  having  fun).  The  happiest 
moment  of  the  meeting,  for  all  of  us, 
occurred  when  the  Citizens  Committee, 
represented  by  Commissioners  of  the 
City  of  Montclair,  presented  to  Mrs.  F. 
P.  Walther  a  fine  silver  bowl  in  recog¬ 
nition  of  her  twenty-five  years  as  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Presby  Iris  Planting  and  for 
public  service  to  the  community. 

On  the  afternoon  of  June  3,  AIS 
members  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  (including  a  goodly  number 
from  Region  19)  and  Canada  began 
congregating  in  Boston  for  the  Annual 
Meeting  and  tour  of  New  England  gar- 
dpqs,  It  is  always  pleasant  to  share 
one’s  interests  with  others,  so  that  after¬ 
noon  and  evening  was  a  veritable  feast 


of  happy  iris  talk  and  good  companion¬ 
ship.  The  next  morning  we  started  early 
and  eagerly  to  visit  the  gardens  where 
great  beauty,  new  friendships  and  gen¬ 
uine  hospitality  awaited  us  at  every 
turn.  New  England,  we  thank  you,  for 
the  happy  time  and  royal  entertainment 
you  gave  us  all! 

NEW  JERSEY  SOCIETY  MEETS 

The  Iris  Society  of  New  Jersey  held 
its  annual  meeting  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
P.  Joseph  Leibrecht,  13  Columbia  Ave¬ 
nue,  Montclair,  N.J.  on  Saturday,  May 
30.  Mrs.  Eileen  L.  Donohoe  of  Clinton, 
N.J.  was  elected  the  new  President.  The 
first  project  of  the  new  President  was  to 
make  arrangements  to  have  the  1954 
annual  meeting  on  May  23,  1954  at  the 
Log  Cabin  Clubhouse,  New  Brunswick, 
N.J.,  at  which  time  the  Society  will 
have  an  outstanding  Iris  Show.  Mr. 
Joseph  Gatty  of  Jersey  City,  N.J.  was 
appointed  show  chairman. 

Immediately  after  adjournment  of  the 
meeting,  a  luncheon  was  served  by  Mr. 
Leibrecht.  At  three  in  the  afternoon, 
the  members  visited  the  Presby  Me¬ 
morial  Park,  at  Upper  Montclair,  N.J. 
to  inspect  the  garden  and  to  take  part 
in  the  25th  anniversary  celebration. 

— Charles  S.  Gray 
Chairman  of  Publicity 


REGION  21  SPRING  MEETING 
Sioux  City,  Iowa 

Mrs.  Vern  Larsen,  Iowa 


Following  two  scorching,  whipping 
days,  Sunday,  May  31,  dawned  clear 
and  calm  and  was  reflected  in  the  cheer¬ 
ful  dispositions  of  everyone  who  gath¬ 
ered  in  Chet  Tompkin’s  garden  in  Sioux 
City  at  8  for  a  coffee  hour,  greeting 
old  friends  and  meeting  new  people. 
The  registrar  caught  137,  but  we  are 
certain  that  some  slipped  by  without 
registering. 

In  the  Tompkins  garden,  many  visited 
among  themselves,  while  the  rest  began 
searching  for  special  iris  up  and  down 
the  rows,  taking  notes,  consulting  lists 
and  catalogues.  They  studied  his  cardi¬ 


nal  Defiance  and— -some  thought — his 
equally  fine  Ebony  Echo.  Others  pushed 
down  long  rows  of  blue  Campanula,  Co¬ 
lumbia  and  Dancing  Deb,  comparing 
one  with  the  other.  Many  admired  the 
beautiful  Surrender  in  a  row  of  white, 
each  blossom  striped  in  yellow  along 
the  haft.  Apricot  Supreme  rated  high 
in  comments.  Of  course,  everyone  liked 
the  yard  beyond  the  house,  with  creep¬ 
ing  plants  running  up  the  bank,  and  iris 
and  columbines  tucked  in  here  and 
there.  A  cascading  waterfall  ended  in  a 
restful  pool  at  the  base. 

We  drove  to  visit  Mrs.  Ralph  Ricker’s 
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superb  collection  and  she  and  her  sis¬ 
ter,  Vera  Ludden,  were  kept  busy  an¬ 
swering  questions  about  the  towering 
blue  Sky  Ranger,  red  Technicolor,  Pin¬ 
nacle,  Blue  Rhythm  and  Windsor.  Bal¬ 
lerina  and  Radiation  vied  for  favor  as 
the  best  “pink”  open  in  the  garden. 
There  were  a  hundred  more  beauties, 
but  time  was  limited,  so  we  left  for  the 
Dubes’  yard. 

George  Dubes’  Blue  Tinsel  looked 
cool  and  refreshing  as  the  noon  sun 
shone  down  on  his  open  garden.  His 
little  pet,  Perky,  caught  many  eyes. 
After  seeing  well-grown  Black  Forest, 
Desert  Song,  Honeyflow,  Argus  Phea¬ 
sant,  Mattie  Gates  and  others,  we  drove 
downtown  to  Hotel  Mayfair,  where 
many  were  already  waiting  for  the  din¬ 
ing  room  to  open.  There  had  been 
doubt  all  forenoon  if  the  hotel  could 
serve  so  many  on  short  notice,  but  there 
was  plenty  of  room  and  food  and  all 
were  eating  and  chatting  by  12:30. 
General  chairman  Mrs.  Vern  Larson 
welcomed  the  assembly  and  introduced 
those  from  a  distance  and  the  officers  of 
the  Sioux  City  Iris  Society.  She  then 
presented  the  regional  vice-president, 
Mrs.  B.  E.  Ellis  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa  who 
introduced  her  regional  officers;  Mrs. 
George  Dubes,  secretary;  George  Du¬ 
bes,  treasurer;  and  her  chairmen:  J. 
Arthur  Nelson,  publications;  Byron 
Jenkins,  membership;  Mrs.  Ralph  Ric¬ 
ker,  accredited  judges;  and  Mrs.  Vern 
Larson,  slides.  Each  gave  a  brief  report 
of  the  region’s  activities. 


Next  we  visited  the  Emery  garden, 
where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  A.  Emery  have 
created  a  small  Garden  of  Eden  out  of 
vacant  lots,  with  rocks,  creeping  plants 
and  years  of  hard  work.  Tall  trees  shade 
the  pool  and  the  upper  garden.  We 
noted  especially  Blue  Rhythm,  Techni¬ 
color,  Ola  Kala,  Samite,  Bright  Melody, 
Chivalry,  Campanula,  and  Coronado 
among  their  collection.  They  have  some 
promising  seedlings. 

In  the  W.  S.  Snyder  garden,  we  were 
interested  in  his  red  seedlings  and  ad¬ 
mired  Insignia,  Gratitude  and  Bright 
Melody.  To  forestall  any  damage  from 
heat  and  wind,  Mr.  Snyder  had  cut  sev¬ 
eral  stalks  of  choice  varieties  for  the 
house,  among  them  being  the  outstand¬ 
ing  Captain  Royal. 

About  3  o’clock,  we  headed  into  the 
Sunday  traffic  toward  Mapleton  and  the 
garden  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Whit¬ 
ing.  In  spite  of  the  late  hour,  the  iris 
had  withstood  the  hot  sun  well  and 
camera  fans  were  busy  while  the  sun 
lasted.  Sable,  Joseph’s  Mantle,  and 
Cardinal’s  Robe  glowed  in  the  setting 
sun.  Frosty  and  Raspberry  Ribbon  held 
attention  on  one  corner.  Much  com¬ 
parison  went  on  among  the  white  Span¬ 
ish  Peaks,  Katherine  Fay,  Samite  and 
Lady  Moon.  There  was  an  abundance  of 
deep  yellows  and  coppers,  such  as  Gold 
Sovereign,  Sunstone  and  Rocket.  Au¬ 
rora  Dawn,  Mexican  Magic  and  many 
others  were  intriguing  and  we  scarcely 
had  time  to  stop  for  the  good  coffee 
and  lunch,  which  awaited  us. 


REGION  21  REPORT 

Mrs.  B.  E.  Ellis,  RVP,  Iowa 


I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report 
progress  and  a  successful  year  in  1953. 
Last  November  the  fall  regional  meet¬ 
ing  and  auction  was  held  at  the  Rome 
Hotel  in  Omaha.  The  Greater  Omaha 
Iris  Society  was  the  host,  Mrs.  Ralph 
Ricker  the  very  able  RVP.  An  auction 
of  iris  rhizomes  relieved  the  financial 
obligations  and  furnished  a  balance 
for  the  incoming  officers  to  start  the 
year’s  work. 


It  was  late  in  the  year  before  I  was 
appointed  RVP,  so  I  was  late  in  nomi¬ 
nating  the  regional  officers,  and  in  start¬ 
ing  on  the  AIS  Membership  Campaign. 
It  was  in  February  that  the  first  bulletin 
was  mailed  out  with  a  plea  for  help 
with  the  work  of  the  region  and  support 
of  the  regional  work  by  a  subscription 
fee  of  $1.00.  The  response  was  fair  and 
there  has  been  a  gradual  gain.  At  last 
report  there  were  140  paid  subscriptions 
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for  the  regional  bulletin.  This  region 
was  credited  with  219  members.  This 
is  not  a  bad  percentage  of  membership 
support,  but  we  could  really  feel  that 
we  have  progressed  if  we  could  say  the 
support  was  100%.  The  bulletin  is 
mailed  to  14  states  and  over  1,000 
copies  of  the  April  issue  have  been 
mailed. 

The  amount  received  from  members 
of  this  region  from  subscription  fees 
was  supplemented  by  contributions 
from  those  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
the  region,  by  members  of  the  region 
and  AIS  members  from  other  regions. 
At  this  date  it  seems  there  will  be  suf¬ 
ficient  finances  to  publish  the  year’s 
bulletins.  Three  have  been  published. 
Another  will  be  mailed  during  August 
and  September  and  another  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  after  the  Fall  Regional  Meeting. 

The  comments  received  are  that  the 
Spring  Regional  Meeting  and  Iris  Trek 
was  the  largest,  most  outstanding  and 
successful  meeting  that  has  been  held 
in  the  region.  Credit  is  due  to  the  fine 
co-operation  of  many  people.  The  meet¬ 
ing  opened  on  May  31st  at  8:00  A.M.  in 
Sioux  City,  Iowa  in  the  garden  of  Chet 
Tompkins.  Mrs.  Vern  Larson  was  in 
charge  of  arrangements  and  was  as¬ 
sisted  by  Mrs.  Ralph  Ricker  and  Mrs. 
Carl  Marcue.  Credit  for  this  fine  job 
which  entailed  considerable  work  is  due 
the  Sioux  City  Iris  Society  members. 

Coffee  and  cookies  were  served.  Old 
friends  were  greeted  and  new  ones 
made  as  they  were  refreshed  by  the 
morning  repast.  We  viewed  the  many 
fine  Tompkins  introductions  and  forth¬ 
coming  introductions  as  well  as  the 
many  outstanding  guest  iris. 

The  second  garden  visited  was  that 
of  Mrs.  Ricker  where  many  superb  va¬ 
rieties  were  well  grown.  Her  white 
seedling  Rl-52  attracted  the  attention  of 
many.  The  next  garden  visited  was  the 
garden  of  George  Dubes  where  many 
fine  iris  grew  in  a  well  kept  garden. 
Here  we  drooled  over  Blue  Tinsel  and 
the  new  blue  #7-12-13.  From  this  gar¬ 
den  we  drove  to  Hotel  Mayfair,  where 


several  were  waiting  for  the  dining 
room  to  open.  No  doubt  a  little  bird 
had  told  them  that  smorgasbord  awaited 
us,  no  doubt  those  of  you  who  at¬ 
tended  the  AIS  annual  meeting  held  in 
Sioux  City  recall  the  smorgasbord.  The 
table  was  beautiful.  After  introduction 
of  the  officers  of  the  Sioux  City  Iris 
Society  and  Regional  officers,  who  gave 
brief  reports  of  the  region’s  activities, 
we  adjourned  and  started  on  our  way 
to  visit  the  Emery  Gardens.  Many  fine 
varieties  and  some  promising  seedlings 
were  seen  in  this  beautiful  garden.  The 
garden  of  Mr.  Snyder  was  next  on  the 
program  and  interest  centered  on  his 
red  seedlings  and  his  introductions  In¬ 
signia,  Gratitude  and  Captain  Royal. 

About  3  o’clock  we  were  on  our  way 
to  Mapleton  and  the  garden  of  Charles 
and  Agnes  Whiting.  In  spite  of  the 
lateness  of  the  day  the  iris  had  with¬ 
stood  the  hot  sun  well.  Here  we  saw  a 
beautiful  garden  (not  as  large  a  plant¬ 
ing  as  during  the  AIS  Annual  Meeting) 
with  many  fine  Whiting  introductions 
and  seedlings  under  number  as  well  as 
a  great  many  guest  iris,  perfectly  grown 
and  cared  for.  The  Whitings  were  our 
hosts  at  a  fine  lunch. 

The  registrar  recorded  137  from  the 
region.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  G.  E.  Seides  of 
Oklahoma  and  Mrs.  Loretta  White  and 
Mrs.  Phoebe  Leonard  of  Gainsville, 
Texas  were  also  present.  121  were  regis¬ 
tered  for  dinner. 

The  Fall  Regional  Meeting  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  September  13  and  will  be  held 
at  the  Rome  Hotel  in  Omaha.  The 
Greater  Omaha  Iris  Society  is  host. 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Pforr,  1031  North  34th  St., 
Omaha,  Nebr.,  is  in  charge  of  ar¬ 
rangements.  Mr.  J.  Arthur  Nelson  is  the 
Omaha  Iris  Society’s  president. 

The  officers  are  again  asking  for 
valuable  iris  rhizomes  for  the  auction. 
These  will  be  sold  to  replenish  the 
treasury,  thus  assuring  that  there  will 
be  sufficient  funds  to  take  care  of  the 
many  extra  expenditures  incurred  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

A  successful  region  and  a  region  that 
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accomplishes  things  and  makes  prog¬ 
ress  has  the  support  of  its  members. 
Active  members  put  forth  effort  to 
bring  about  progress.  I  wish  to  thank 
those  who  realize  this  fact  and  have 
helped  bring  about  the  success  for  this 
year. 

SLIDES 

Mrs.  Vein  Larson,  3331  Nebraska, 
Sioux  City,  Iowa  is  Slides  Custodian. 
A  slide  contest  has  been  in  progress. 
Ten  valuable  prizes  of  fine  iris  rhi¬ 
zomes  were  offered.  Iris  slides  are  com¬ 
ing  in.  Mrs.  Larson,  who  served  as 
slides  contest  chairman,  reports  that 
some  perfect  slides,  including  some  of 
the  newer  varieties,  have  been  received. 
Several  reservations  for  the  rental  of 
these  slides  have  been  booked.  Several 
regional  members  rented  slides  during 
the  year  as  program  material. 

SHOWS 

There  are  many  garden  clubs  within 
the  region  who  have  had  an  iris  section 
as  a  part  of  the  Spring  Show.  There  is 
considerable  enthusiasm  and  interest 
in  the  iris  sections  of  these  shows.  The 
Afton  Garden  Club  sponsored  an  educa¬ 
tional  feature  on  the  planting  and  care 
of  iris.  I  visited  Afton  and  Sigourney 
where  there  were  iris  sections  in  the 
shows  and  gave  a  talk  on  iris  at  these 
meetings. 

The  Lucas  and  Wayne  County  Iris 
Society  held  an  Iris  Show  on  May  31, 
the  show  being  judged  by  Mrs.  John 
Young  of  Afton,  Iowa.  Three  hundred 
people  attended  this  show  and  dinner, 
which  was  held  on  the  same  day  as  the 
Regional  Spring  Meeting  and  Iris  Trek. 
The  Dubuque  Garden  Club  also  co¬ 
operates  with  AIS  in  their  Spring  Show. 

The  Atkinson  Iris  Society  held  their 


eighth  Annual  Show.  Enthusiastic  re¬ 
ports  have  come  concerning  this  beauti¬ 
ful  show  which  was  so  effectively 
staged. 

The  Greater  Omaha  Iris  Society  show 
was  a  great  success,  about  600  exhibits 
of  iris  being  shown.  5,000  people  viewed 
these  exhibits. 

Please  note  the  report  of  the  Ex¬ 
hibition  Chairman  for  further  reports 
of  the  shows  held  within  the  region. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Arthur  Nelson  have 
been  busy  with  color  classification  of 
iris. 

Your  RVP  is  doing  her  bit  to  create 
interest  in  iris  in  every  way  possible, 
perhaps  she  will  have  some  results  to 
report  this  coming  year.  The  Sym¬ 
posium  ballots  have  been  received,  each 
vote  for  each  iris  tallied  and  this  re¬ 
port  mailed  to  the  proper  authorities. 

My  husband  and  I  left  home  on  Fri¬ 
day  May  29,  drove  to  Omaha,  Nebr., 
visited  the  Sass  Gardens  and  saw  many 
fine  iris  and  seedlings  that  you  will  be 
hearing  about.  Saturday  A.M.  we 
visited  the  Whitings,  and  had  a  preview 
of  those  lovely  iris  and  learned  of  the 
wonderful  chart  that  Mrs.  Whiting  had 
made  for  those  who  visited  her  garden. 
It  was  a  very  clever  chart,  helpful  in 
locating  a  variety  or  in  learning  the 
parentage  of  the  seedlings.  We  arrived 
in  Sioux  City,  Iowa  in  the  late  after¬ 
noon  and  took  a  look  at  Chet’s  planting 
that  evening  before  arriving  at  the  Ric¬ 
ker  garden  for  a  quick  look  and  visit. 
Then  we  drove  to  the  home  of  the  Vern 
Larson’s  and  were  their  guests.  We 
drove  over  1,000  miles  on  this  trip  and 
saw  many  fine  iris.  My  regret  is  that 
I  will  not  be  able  to  add  to  my  planting 
all  the  iris  I  thought  really  good.  Many 
were  very  desirable. 
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REGION  22 


Eleanor  Hill,  RVP,  Okla.  &  Ark. 

The  weather  in  Region  22  was  just 
about  the  worse  ever.  The  season 
started  early,  then  we  had  a  late  cold 
spell.  Most  places  in  the  region  had 
one,  and  some  places  two,  freezes  after 
the  iris  were  in  bloom.  As  a  result 
many  shows  were  cancelled.  Oklahoma 
City  and  Muskogee,  Okla.  had  nice 
shows.  Both  were  held  in  cooperation 
with  AIS.  The  Garland  County  (Ark.) 
Iris  Society  had  a  display.  This  is  a 
new  group  with  about  forty  members. 
There  has  been  a  tremendous  percent¬ 
age  gain  in  membership  in  Arkansas. 

Mrs.  Clyde  Turner  of  Tulsa  has  been 
appointed  Regional  Slides  Chairman.  A 
regional  bulletin  has  been  issued.  As 
yet  no  editor  is  available  so  the  RVP 
is  still  pinch-hitting. 

Mrs.  Sam  Sargo  of  Hot  Springs,  Ark. 
was  winner  of  the  regional  membership 
contest.  A  poll  of  the  region  reveals 
that  a  great  many  new  introductions 
are  being  grown  in  this  area.  There 
is  also  considerable  interest  in  species 
particularly  the  oncos,  regelias  and 
their  hybrids. 

Helen  McCaughey,  Okla. 

When  the  Oklahoma  Iris  Society  in¬ 
vited  Mrs.  Guy  Rogers  to  be  guest 
speaker  at  the  banquet  in  connection 
with  our  show,  little  did  I  realize  the 
good  fortune  that  this  charming  lady 
would  bring  my  way. 

Mrs.  Rogers  was  my  houseguest  dur¬ 
ing  her  stay  in  Oklahoma  City  and  she 
charmed  Mr.  McCaughey,  no  end.  I 
had  pretty  well  given  up  the  idea  of 
making  the  trip  to  Boston,  but  before 
she  left,  Mrs.  Rogers  had  convinced 
Mr.  McCaughey  that  1  should  go  to 
Boston  with  her.  Can  you  imagine  how 
thrilled  I  was? 

Mrs.  Rogers,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Gill,  Miss 
Willie  Bilge,  and  I  left  Wichita  Falls, 
Texas  on  the  24th  of  June  for  Boston. 
We  hadn't  gone  far  when  1  was  elected 
to  drive,  Mrs.  Gill  was  to  be  my  navi¬ 
gator,  and  Mrs.  Rogers  and  Miss  Willie 


made  as  good  back  drivers  as  any  one 
would  want.  Thus  settled  we  were  off. 

Our  first  stop  was  Flower  Acres,  in 
Tittle  Rock,  Ark.  Miss  Nan  Murphy  met 
us  early  Sunday  morning  for  breakfast 
and  to  guide  us  to  Flower  Acres.  Mr. 
Joe  House  had  long  since  gone  to  the 
gardens  to  hybridize.  There  I  saw  some 
of  the  loveliest  hemerocallis  I've  ever 
seen— and  for  the  first  time  could  under¬ 
stand  why  people  like  them  so  well.  Mr. 
House  has  any  color,  size,  or  form  of 
daylily  anyone  could  want.  Being  the 
true  southern  gentleman  he  is,  he  per¬ 
mitted  each  of  us  to  select  a  blossom 
we  would  like  named  for  us.  After 
covering  the  field,  I  finally  found  just 
the  daylily.  The  petals  were  deepest 
orange-red  and  the  mid-rib  of  pure 
orange,  the  sepals  are  similar  to  the 
petals,  the  deep  throat  was  pure  orange, 
shading  to  a  yellow  green.  Believe  me 
it  is  a  real  beauty,  and  I’m  indeed 
flattered  to  have  such  a  lovely  bloom 
called  “Miss  Mac.” 

We  were  going  to  Dave  Hall  and  Or¬ 
ville  Fay’s  gardens,  but  due  to  some 
cold  weather  there  were  no  blooms.  We 
then  drove  to  Elkhart,  Indiana  and  Mr. 
Greig  Fapham’s  garden.  There  we 
found  tight  buds  in  most  of  the  iris, 
but  what  a  riot  of  color  he  must  have 
had  some  few  weeks  later.  Among  the 
few  that  were  open  I  particularly  liked 
Walter  Welch’s  Blue  Blazes  and  Mr. 
Lapham's  own  elegant  red.  Dress  Re¬ 
hearsal. 

We  then  drove  to  the  garden  of  Paul 
Cook  at  Bluffton.  Mrs.  Cook  was  charm¬ 
ing.  She  was  showing  us  the  garden 
when  Mr.  Cook  arrived.  Here  we  saw 
many  beautiful  iris,  all  well  grown. 
And  Mr.  Cook  has  many  beautiful  seed¬ 
lings  coming  on.  One  could  buy  iris 
from  this  man  with  their  eyes  closed 
and  not  be  wrong.  In  his  line  of  red 
iris,  seedling  745  and  149  seemed  espe¬ 
cially  nice.  Chet  Thompkin's  Ebony 
Echo  was  in  a  beautiful  clump  that 
caught  the  eye  as  you  entered  the  gar- 
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den.  Fred  DeForest’s  Marsala  made  a 
lovely  rosy  purple  display.  Mr.  Cook’s 
seedling  121,  a  beautiful  blue  amoena, 
is  a  cross  between  a  dwarf  iris  and 
Shining  Waters.  Could  I  have  one  iris 
from  my  entire  trip  I’m  afraid  this 
would  be  it.  His  Sable  Night  seemed 
to  be  truly  king  of  the  garden. 

We  met  Mary  Williamson  in  Bluffton. 
She’s  a  pretty  and  charming  girl.  We 
enjoyed  some  lemonade  and  cookies 
with  her.  In  her  garden  she  has  many 
nice  things,  including  some  of  Mr.  Lap- 
ham’s  and  Mr.  Cook's  seedlings.  All  the 
way  I  kept  hearing  about  Town  Talk, 
Mr.  Lapham’s  fabulous  big  red  iris.  It’s 
a  cross  between  Geddes  Douglas’  Drum 
Major  and  Paul  Cook’s  Redhead  from 
Bluffton.  I  was  very  disappointed  not  to 
find  it  in  bloom  anywhere. 

Our  next  garden  to  visit  was  Fred 
Cassebeer’s  at  Nyack,  N.Y.  Here  we 
saw  Geddes  Douglas’  Sue  Revell,  a 
lovely  delicate  light  blue,  second  to 
none.  Rose  Garland,  from  Jesse  Wills, 
is  exactly  what  its  name  implies.  Two 
Snows  from  Mrs.  E.  L.  Scott  is  an  eye 
catching  ruffled  white.  Mr.  Cassebeer’s 
own  Mayering  is  a  large  blackish  pur¬ 
ple  which  is  sure  to  be  a  must  for  all 
who  see  it.  His  577  is  a  peculiar  yellow¬ 
ish  tan  with  a  green  overcast;  it  has 
splotched  standards  and  falls,  is  very 
ruffled,  and  the  longer  you  look  the 
more  fascinating  it  becomes.  The  par¬ 
entage  was  a  Johnson  white  from  Snow 
Flurry  x  Lady  Louise.  His  507  is  a 
greenish  tan  with  bright  red  spots  in 
the  center  of  the  falls.  He  hopes  to  be 
able  to  call  this  one  Bright  Eyes  if  the 
name  is  available,  and  most  appropriate 
it  would  be,  too. 

On  Staten  Island  we  visited  the  lovely 
garden  of  the  Kenneth  Smith’s.  We 
found  Mrs.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Nesmith  in  the  garden.  To  me,  this  was 
a  great  thrill.  Mrs.  Smith  couldn’t  be 
more  charming,  and  to  me,  Mrs.  Nes¬ 
mith  is  “Mrs.  Tris”  herself.  A  more 
gracious  and  dignified  person  I've  never 
met.  After  we  had  been  there  a  few 
minutes  Mr.  Smith  arrived.  He  is  a 


friendly  and  gracious  host. 

Staten  Island  was  attractively  planted 
in  a  large  clump  at  the  entrance  to  the 
garden.  But  the  real  attraction  was  Mr. 
Smith’s  ethereal  South  Pacific.  And  in 
a  clump  nearby  to  complete  a  picture 
was  the  majestic  Golden  Hawk.  51-49 
is  a  lovely  pink  he  hopes  to  call  Tawny 
Pink.  Spellbinder  is  a  lovely  ruffled 
cream.  Breaking  Wave,  Lady  Use,  Helen 
Collingwood,  Tradition  and  Serene  Val¬ 
ley  were  all  breathtakingly  beautiful. 

We  drove  to  Montclair,  N.J.  for  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  Presby 
Memorial  Garden.  The  fact  that  it  was 
raining  didn't  dampen  the  spirit  of  the 
meeting.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walther  ac¬ 
commodated  the  hundred  and  fifty  odd 
people  in  their  home.  Mr.  John  Wister 
was  guest  speaker  and  what  a  joy  to 
hear  the  first  President  of  the  A1S.  Af¬ 
ter  a  wonderful  program  a  lovely  ban¬ 
quet  was  served. 

When  we  arrived  in  Boston,  we  went 
to  the  Knowlton’s  garden  for  a  preview 
of  the  lovely  gardens  to  come.  There  1 
especially  liked  Mr.  Knowlton's  Hum¬ 
ming  Bird,  Inca  Chief,  Kezar  Lake, 
Golden  Moon,  Quechee  and  ayhead. 

Also  growing  in  their  best  company 
form  were  Blue  Mohr  from  Marx,  Bush 
Kingsford  (  Graves) ,  Zara  (G.  Benson), 
also  seedling  52-44  by  Benson.  Senorita 
Usa  (Rogers)  was  fully  four  feet  tall. 
Antique  (Carl  Carpenter),  Buttrick’s 
Wedding  Bouquet;  Dave  Hall’s  Rose- 
dale;  Eva  Sloan  from  Miss  Eva  Taught; 
Mrs.  Nesmith's  Magic  Sails,  H.  E.  Sass' 
Ivory  Petals;  Geddes  Douglas'  Queen's 
Taste,  and  Cherry  Falls;  Jesse  Wills’ 
Starshine. 

To  me  these  were  the  best  I  saw. 
One  could  close  ones  eyes  and  select 
any  iris  and  rest  assured,  he  had  the 
best.  Due  to  illness  in  my  family,  I  had 
to  return  by  plane  the  day  the  meeting 
started,  and  1  can  say  the  preview  at  the 
Knowltons  was  most  satisfying.  The  - 
rest  of  these  lovely  Eastern  gardens 
were  appreciated  by  the  rest  of  the 
party  from  the  land  of  dust,  sand  and 
windstorms. 
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SOUTH  GEORGIA  CULTURE 
I  am  planning  to  join  the  American 
Iris  Society  in  January  1954  as  I  am 
more  than  interested  in  iris  than  just 
a  show  of  the  flower.  I  believe  if 
someone  would  try  iris  breeding  down 
here  we  could  get  varieties  suited  to 
Southern  Georgia.  Many  try  to  grow 
iris  hut  the  lack  of  knowledge  is  the 
reason  for  losses  after  the  second  year. 
Originally  from  New  Jersey  I  am  a  nat¬ 
ural  iris  lover  and  I  have  over  150  iris 
varieties  here.  The  only  loss  I  have  suf¬ 
fered  in  three  years  is  what  I  gave  to 
neighbors.  If  I  can  grow  them,  why 
can't  others?  It  takes  lots  of  back¬ 
breaking  work  but  to  me  it  is  worth  it. 

Our  most  common  trouble  is  rot. 
Therefore  iris  must  be  dug  every  year , 
cleaned  and  left  out  of  the  ground  two 
to  three  weeks.  Then  you  must  rework 
the  dirt  and  replant.  Such  work  is  hard 
but  most  rewarding.  Iris  are  grown 
best  here  in  semi-shade  with  extra  care 
that  the  soil  has  good  drainage.  Our 
place  isn't  of  that  nature  except  in  very 
few  places  and  as  full  sun  is  too  much 
for  them  I  put  stakes  up  and  use  double 
tobacco  cloth  to  shade  them  from  noon 
on.  It  seems  to  agree  with  them  and 
I  have  had  success  so  far. 

Strong  rhizomes  should  be  purchased 
for  this  locality  for  it  is  important  that 
newly  set  plants  bloom  the  first  year. 
Clumps  that  are  left  in  the  ground  two 
or  three  years  grow  so  fast  that  they 
become  crowded  and  diseased  and  if 
they  are  not  dried  out  and  reset  as  out¬ 
lined  above,  eventually  perish  from  rot. 
— Mrs.  Glynn  C.  Bennett 
Route  # 2 
Blackshear,  Ga. 

RALLY  AROUND,  JUNIORS! 

I  am  a  boy  of  fourteen  years  and  I  am 
very  much  interested  in  iris.  Is  there  a 
Junior  American  Iris  Club,  and  if  so 


where  can  I  get  in  touch  with  the  presi¬ 
dent  as  I  am  interested  in  starting  a 
Junior  Club  here  in  Emmett.  There  are 
quite  a  few  kids  in  Junior  High  School 
and  High  School  who  would  like  to  get 
one  started.  There  is  a  Gem  County 
Iris  Club  here. 

—Jimmie  Westbrook 
Route  #2,  Box  808 
Emmett,  Idaho 

BULLETINS  WANTED- 
If  anyone  has  a  copy  of  Bulletins  1, 
95,  96,  99,  113,  116,  117  or  120  for  sale 
I  am  very  anxious  to  buy  them. 

—Mrs.  Guy  H.  Emery 
368  W.  4th  St. 

Elmira,  New  York 

COLORADO  GROUP  ORGANIZES 
On  February  20  of  this  year,  eight 
iris  enthusiasts  met  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Arthur  Gray  to  organize  an  iris  club, 
which  we  decided  to  call  The  Heart  of 
the  Rockies  Iris  Club.  We  meet  month¬ 
ly  during  spring  and  summer.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  were  elected  to  offices:  Mrs. 
Arthur  Gray,  President;  Mrs.  Leo 
Brown,  Vice-President;  Mrs.  Carl  Dow¬ 
ell,  Secretary -Treasurer;  and  Mrs.  Jack 
Hamilton,  Reporter. 

— Mrs.  Arthur  Gray 
Salida,  Colo. 

WATCH  FOR  MORRIS  2006 
My  wife  and  I  have  just  returned 
from  a  visit  to  England.  While  there 
we  visited  several  iris  gardens  includ¬ 
ing  Mrs.  Anely’s  and  Mr.  Randall’s  at 
Woking.  Their  gardens  were  really 
wonderful  and  the  iris  were  perfect  and 
everyone  treated  us  royally.  We  visited 
the  Chelsea  Flower  Show  and  the  West¬ 
minster  Show  where  we  saw  some  won¬ 
derful  seedlings  shown  by  Mr.  Randall 
and  Sir  Cedric  Morris.  One  of  Sir 
Cedric  Morris  seedlings,  number  2006, 
took  the  Silver  Medal.  It  is  a  lavender 
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self  and  in  my  opinion  the  best  new  iris 
I’ve  seen  in  several  years.  I  wouldn't 
be  surprised  that  within  a  few  years  it 
will  be  a  contender  for  the  Dykes 
Medal. 

- — Stanley  G.  Street 
11219  E.  19th  St. 

Independence,  Mo. 

UNDERGROUND  ATTACK 

In  all  the  writings  I  have  seen  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  Iris  Borer,  it  is  said  that 
the  borer  enters  the  rhizome  by  tunnel¬ 
ing  downward  through  the  leaf  fan, 
and  that  the  presence  of  borers  can 
easily  be  detected  by  inspecting  fans 
for  serrated  damage  caused  by  the  tun¬ 
neling  borer. 

Recently  I  was  present  when  a  clump 
of  iris  was  dug  and  divided  for  re¬ 
planting.  As  the  rhizomes  were  being 
separated  it  was  noticed  that  there  was 
a  small  hole  in  one  of  them,  at  ap¬ 
proximately  ground  level.  Inspection 
disclosed  a  large  and  fat  borer  inside 
the  rhizome.  The  borer  was  about 
l-1#  inches  long,  and  twice  as  large  in 
diameter  as  a  kitchen  match.  It  was 
pinkish  in  color,  with  darker  head 
markings.  The  interior  of  the  rhizome 
was  well  hollowed  out.  Close  inspection 
of  the  leaf  fan  showed  no  damage  to  it, 
and  there  was  no  damage  to  the  rhi¬ 
zome  at  the  point  where  the  leaves 
emerge.  In  other  words,  there  was  no 
evidence  whatever  to  indicate  that  this 
borer  had  entered  through  the  leaf  fan. 

Of  course,  a  minute  inspection  of  the 
rest  of  the  clump  was  called  for,  and 
four  more  borers  were  found.  In  no 
instance  was  there  any  indication  they 
had  entered  through  the  leaf  fan;  but 
on  the  contrary,  there  was  every  indica¬ 
tion  that  they  had  entered  by  attacking 
the  rhizome  itself  at  approximately 
ground  level. 

In  the  garden  where  this  happened 
borers  have  been  known  to  be  present 
in  small  numbers,  but  have  been  kept 
under  control  by  regular  spraying  in 
the  early  spring,  and  by  careful  inspec¬ 
tion  of  leaf  fans  after  blooming  time. 


Others  who  have  borers  from  time  to 
time  might  do  well  to  inspect  minutely 
every  rhizome  they  allow  to  leave  their 
garden. 

— W.  F.  Scott,  Jr. 

3  Sassafras  Lane 

Ferguson  21,  Missouri 

PAGE  MR.  HALL! 

Just  received  the  Preliminary  Report 
of  the  Awards  Committee  and  started 
to  study  the  breeding  of  some  of  the 
award  winners.  Got  as  far  as  David 
Hall's  Ballerina  and  found  (AIS  122, 
p.  93)  Cherie  x  Fantasy:  #47-19.  This 
did  not  agree  with  what  I  remembered 
of  a  catalog  description  so  out  of  cu¬ 
riosity  I  checked  Muhlestein’s  1953 
catalog  p.  7  and  found  (46-30:  4407  x 
Cherie)  x  Hit  Parade.  Then  went  to 
Chet  Tompkins  1953  catalog  p.  8  and 
here  it  is  ( Cherie  x  Floradora ) .  Cooley 
says  “Hit  Parade  is  one  parent,  Cherie 
a  grandparent,  (seedling  No.  48-15).” 
And  Syllmar’s  1953  catalog  p.  6  says 
nothing  about  breeding  but  lists  Bal¬ 
lerina  as  seedling  No.  46-35.  By  this 
time  I  am  really  curious.  Who  is  Bal¬ 
lerina?  What  is  she?  I  would  like  to 
he  in  on  the  secret. 

Perhaps  on  the  same  subject,  I  have 
a  suggestion  that  could  be  used  to  keep 
names  in  a  more  meaningful-  relation¬ 
ship  to  specific  iris  pedigrees. 

The  general  semanticists  device  for 
making  us  aware  of  differences  could 
he  used  when  a  name,  once  applied  to 
one  clone,  is  shifted  to  another.  On 
first  use  the  name  could  he  understood 
to  be,  for  example,  Ballerina  1  with  the 
( )  not  written,  but  on  the  second  use 
of  the  name  it  should  be  written  Bal¬ 
lerina.,,  on  the  third  Ballerina^,  etc.  By 
this  means  we  could  he  made  alert  to 
the  differences  between  clones. 

To  give  another  illustration  the  last 
entry  in  Report  of  the  Registrar,  1952 
—AIS  129,  p.  99  is  Yukon  (McKee 
1952)  but  the  name  was  used  before 
and  if  found  in  a  pedigree  (Yukon  x 
Gold  Rush)  it  may  he  checked  out  by 
someone  studying  pedigrees  as  Yukon l 
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when  Yukon.,  was  the  real  parent. 

If  the  present  clone  were  labeled  Y  u- 
kon.,  in  the  report  of  the  registrar  and 
in  other  publications  that  claim  to  give 
accurate  accounts  of  breeding  such  mis¬ 
takes  would  be  less  likely  to  happen. 

Lloyd  Austin’s  method  of  showing  dif¬ 
ferences  (Wm  Mohr,  Giant:  Wm  Mohr, 
regular;  and  IB  Mac,  true;  IB  Mac, 
common)  indicates  the  need  for  a  sys¬ 
tem  but  his  could  become  cumbersome. 
I  can  see  (Yukon,  old)  and  (Yukon, 
new)  and  ten  years  from  now  do  we 
find  (Yukon,  newer  and  newest)  ? 

Furthermore,  the  adjective  technique 
may  produce  an  undesirable  result  if  it 
suggests  that  suppliers  may  have  in¬ 
ferior  stock  for  sale.  If,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  this  is  true  then  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  Society  should  also  set  up  its 
own  accrediting  committee  and  an  ap¬ 
proved  list  of  suppliers.  But  this  makes 
a  second  suggestion  so  before  I  get 
any  more  ideas  I  will  stop. 

If  you  can  erase  the  smudge  from 
Ballerina’s  escutcheon  I  will  be  pleased 
to  hear  about  the  results. 

—William  G.  McGarvey 
Oswego,  New  York 

A  PLAN  FOR  RELEASE  OF  REGIS¬ 
TERED  NAMES  OF  OBSOLETE 
VARIETIES 

With  over  25,000  names  of  iris  of¬ 
ficially  registered  with  the  AIS  and 
new  registrations  increasing  each  year 
it  is  becoming  difficult  to  find  a  suitable 
name  for  a  new  variety  that  is  still 
available.  After  going  over  a  number  of 
pages  of  a  dictionary  defining  60,000 
words  in  the  English  language  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  only  about  1%  of  the  words 
appear  suitable  as  names  for  iris  either 
when  used  alone  or  in  combination  with 
other  words.  A  combination  of  two  or 
more  words  such  as  “Gold,”  “Snow,” 
“Blue”  which  if  used  alone  appear  awk¬ 
ward,  but  do  make  good  names  when 
combined  with  other  words,  for  example 
Cloth  of  Gold,  Goldbeater,  Blue 
Rhythm,  Blue  Rim,  Snow  Flurry,  New 
Snow,  etc.  The  search  for  available 


names  has  led  to  the  use  of  names  of 
persons,  places  and  coined  words. 

Even  after  considering  all  the  possi¬ 
bilities  for  finding  or  devising  new 
names  it  is  apparent  that  the  available 
names  that  are  desirable  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  are  fast  becoming  exhausted.  The 
official  registration  has  been  in  effect 
for  only  a  few  years  as  compared  to  the 
time  we  expect  iris  yet  to  be  grown. 
Registrations  are  being  made  in  in¬ 
creasing  numbers  each  year,  in  fact 
there  are  so  many  that  the  situation  is 
confusing  to  anyone  wTho  is  trying  to 
keep  up  with  the  progress  in  iris  de¬ 
velopment.  As  our  English  language 
becomes  used  up  we  will  be  forced  into 
the  use  of  awkward  and  inappropriate 
names.  In  looking  over  the  1949  Check 
List  it  appeared  that  a  very  large  per¬ 
centage  of  the  names  listed  apply  to 
varieties  that  have  long  since  been 
obsolete  and  perhaps  never  even 
reached  the  point  where  they  were  in¬ 
troduced.  Under  these  circumstances 
should  registered  names  be  “tied  up” 
perpetually?  It  appears  that  some  plan 
should  be  adopted  of  not  only  limiting 
new  registrations  to  deserving  varieties 
but  also  providing  for  the  release  of 
registered  names  of  obsolete  varieties 
thus  making  them  available  for  new 
registrations.  At  the  same  time  con¬ 
fusion  must  be  avoided  by  not  allowing 
duplication  of  names  of  old  “famous” 
varieties  or  of  varieties  still  in  com¬ 
merce  even  though  they  have  been  su¬ 
perseded  by  improved  varieties  in  the 
march  of  progress. 

Under  the  tentative  plan  in  mind  all 
registered  names  would  remain  undis¬ 
turbed,  but  upon  proper  request  any 
name  could  be  released  for  future  use 
subject  to  the  following  restriction: 

Group  1.  Names  which  would  be 

PERPETUAL  AND  NOT  SUBJECT  TO  RE¬ 
LEASE.  Names  of  varieties  which  have 
won  high  official  awards  of  the  AIS 
such  as  the  Dykes  Medal  and  Awrard  of 
Merit  or  have  won  the  distinction  of 
placing  in  the  first  100  of  the  official 
symposium  of  any  year. 
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Group  2.  Subject  to  release  after 
15  years.  Names  of  varieties  which 
have  been  introduced  hut  have  failed 
to  qualify  in  group  1,  and  which  have 
generally  disappeared  from  commerce 
and  from  fanciers’  gardens. 

Group  3.  Subject  to  release  after 
5  years.  Names  of  varieties  which  have 
not  been  introduced  within  five  years 
after  registration.  (It  is  presumed  that 
such  varieties  did  not  prove  worthy  of 
introduction  and  were  either  discarded 
or  their  growth  limited  to  the  origina¬ 
tors  garden.) 

— Raymond  C.  Solomon 
1789  Hubbard  Avenue 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

WHEN  IS  OBSOLETE? 

I  am  wondering  if  you  have  ever 
stopped  to  think,  what  a  mess  our  iris 
names  and  check  list  are  going  to  be  if 
something  isn’t  done. 

I  think  when  an  iris  is  good  enough 
for  a  name  and  that  name  is  registered 
that  iris  should  be  known  by  that  name 
and  not  in  a  few  years  become  obsolete. 
I  think  there  are  some  mighty  fine  iris 
of  bygone  years  and  they  are  as  good 
or  better  than  lots  of  the  newer  va¬ 
rieties. 

How  it  burned  me  up  to  get  Tom 
Craig’s  catalog  and  see  listed  Mourning 
Dove  as  a  new  introduction  of  his  at 
$7.50.  I  am  growing  Mourning  Dove 
(Toedt)  and  listing  it  at  50c.  It  is  a 
fine  iris  and  good  to  use  for  breeding  and 
I  don’t  doubt  but  what  it  is  as  good 
if  not  better  than  the  new  one. 

How  disgusting  it  is  to  be  a  collector 
of  the  older  varieties  as  well  as  the  new 
and  to  find  several  of  the  old  obsolete 
and  a  new  one  in  its  place,  sometimes 
by  the  same  person  and  sometimes  by 
a  new  one.  In  a  few  years  how  will  we 
keep  the  records  straight? 

In  this  day  and  age  there  surely  are 
enough  names  without  having  to  use 
some  over  again. 

I  think  we  should  think  on  this  and 
see  that  something  is  done. 

— Hazel  Grapes 
Big  Springs,  Nebr. 


TEXAS  LAMENT 

Allow  my  lament  to  be  added  to  the 
many  of  the  littlewigs  who  cry  in  the 
Bulletin  about  performance  and  the  lack 
of  it. 

Several  incidents  in  the  past  few 
months  have  given  me  cause  to  wonder 
if  these  modern  near-hothouse  flowers 
on  which  your  columns  rave  are  really 
any  improvements  over  Grandma’s 
flags. 

First:  perhaps  you  have  heard  of  our 
Texas  drouth.  A  common  cactus  in  my 
new  yard  just  curled  up  and  died.  It 
rained  here  in  May,  then  again  in  No¬ 
vember.  West  aways  you  can  drive  your 
car  down  a  river  bed  and  see  mile  after 
mile  of  dead  pecan  trees  which  have 
been  bearing  lustily  for  a  hundred 
years.  And  in  the  vacant  lot  next  to  my 
house  under  a  dead  black-jack  oak  was 
the  greenest  thing  for  blocks  around, 
a  clump  of  flags  which  must  have  been 
planted  by  Eve,  for  the  land  there  had 
been  pasture  since.  I  suppose  those  fans 
have  made  good  cow  feed  in  many  a  dry 
summer. 

Second:  on  a  trip  to  southeast  Texas, 
about  on  the  tall  bearded  fringe  area, 
I  saw  a  bank  practically  perpendicular, 
perhaps  only  five  degrees  off  of  ninety, 
where  a  twenty-square-foot  area  of  iris 
lay  sticking  its  fans  out  like  swords. 
No  erosion  here.  No  coddling,  either, 
nor  a  worry  about  rot  or  pineappling  or 
whatever  is  currently  plaguing  the 
“good”  iris. 

Third:  in  downtown  Fort  Worth 

where  I  park  my  car  daily,  I  have  no¬ 
ticed  a  clump  of  flags  which  has  over¬ 
grown  the  few  square  feet  allotted  it 
among  concrete  slabs.  But  on  it  grows, 
out  a  good  ten  inches  over  the  concrete, 
bunching  its  roots  to  catch  flying  dust 
and  debris,  sticking  bare  roots  back 
into  the  dirt  behind  or  down  into  the 
decaying  rhizomes  which  the  new  ones 
supersede.  Cannibalism  or  just  old 
fashioned  stamina?  I  broke  off  a  piece 
of  this  clump  and  planted  it  in  my  yard 
as  a  small  reward.  In  forty-eight  hours 
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a  fan  had  grown  one  inch  above  the 
shear  marks. 

Could  our  sissy  Dykes  winners  accom¬ 
plish  these  feats? 

—Paul  W.  Horn 

1103-04  Burk  Burnett  Bldg. 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

INFORMATION  WANTED 
My  Japanese  iris,  previously  happy 
and  flourishing,  suddenly  began  to  look 
stunted,  got  brown  and  yellowish  stains 
and  streaks  in  the  leaves  and  began  to 
have  fewer  and  fewer  short  rather  weak 
necked  stalks  and  gradually  die.  If 
there  are  any  readers  of  the  Bulletin 
that  have  had  similar  experience  and 
know  what  the  trouble  is  and  what  to 
do  for  it,  I  hope  they  will  write  me 
immediately. 

— Miss  Karin  A.  White 
Tenney  Hill  Road 
Kittery  Point,  Maine 

THE  IRIS  SOCIETY 
OF  SOUTHERN  AFRICA 
An  announcement  has  just  been  re¬ 
ceived  that  The  Iris  Society  of  Southern 
Africa  was  founded  on  April  20,  1953. 


The  objects  of  the  Society  are,  inter 
alia,  to  foster  and  promote  interest 
throughout  Southern  Africa  in  the 
growing,  cultivation  and  breeding  of  the 
Genus  Iris  in  all  its  aspects.  It  has  also 
been  decided  that  meetings  be  held  for 
discussions  and  lectures  on  matters  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Genus  Iris. 

Regular  News  Letters  or  Bulletins 
will  be  published  and  circulated  to 
members  of  the  Society  and  the  present 
aims  of  the  Committee  are  to  ensure 
that  at  least  three  such  Bulletins  are 
published  annually. 

A  Constitution  was  adopted  at  the 
Inaugural  Meeting  which  among  other 
things  provides  that  all  correspondence 
shall  be  answered  in  the  official  lan¬ 
guage  in  which  it  is  received. 

The  Society’s  officers  are:  Hon. 
President,  Brig.  C.  M.  Hoffe;  Chair¬ 
man,  Mrs.  Eunice  Gluckman;  Vice- 
Chairman,  Mr.  F.  R.  Long;  Hon.  Sec¬ 
retary,  Mr.  Leon  Boshoff-Mosters;  Hon. 
Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  K.  Adan;  and  Com¬ 
mittee  Members,  Mrs.  Shirley  Cooper, 
Mr.  A.  F.  Gunn,  Mr.  R.  R.  Koller,  Mr. 
E.  Behrens,  Mr.  Leslie  Allen  and  Mr. 
W.  Gluckman. 
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COMMERCIAL 

DIRECTORY 

ANDERSON'S  GARDENS 

Hybridizer  and  Grower  of  Fine  Iris, 
Hemerocallis  and  Orchids. 

FREE  CATALOG  SENT  ON  REQUEST 

JOHN  F.  ANDERSON 

2308  S.  Mountain  Ave.,  Duarte,  Calif. 

COOLEY'S  GARDENS 
SILVERTON,  OREGON 

Featuring  the 

KLEINSORGE  BROWNS 

CANOGA  IRIS  GARDENS 

Mrs.  Ofto  Stuetzel 

Where  you  buy  the  newer  introductions 
at  reasonable  prices. 

CATALOG  ON  REQUEST 

8239  Topanga  Canyon  Blvd. 

Canoga  Park,  California 

and  the  famous 

HALL  FLAMINGO  PINKS 

BEAUTIFULLY  ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOG  IN  COLOR  25 (t 

CHERRY  HILL 

IRIS  GARDENS 

Growers  of 

QUALITY  IRIS 

Write  for  Catalog 

PLEASANT  VALLEY,  PENNSYLVANIA 

Send  10c  for  list  of  100  rental 

KODACHROME  SLIDE  SETS 

Now  available,  $7.50  ppd.,  DeLuxe  Ed. 

HEMEROCALLIS: 

THE  PERENNIAL  SUPREME 

PHILIP  G.  CORLISS 

P.  O.  Box  68  B,  Somerton,  Arizona 

Iris  and  Hemerocallis 

CLEVENGER'S 

IRIS  GARDEN 

KIRKSVILLE,  MO. 

1  can  supply  you  with  the  finest  hybrid 
seed  from  select  crosses  in  pinks,  blues, 
blends,  etc. 

AUDREY  B.  COTTAM 

Grower  of  Fine  Iris 

Route  2  Union,  Missouri 

(On  Highway  66,  4  miles  east  of  St. 
Claire,  Mo.)  1/3  of  gross  sales  goes  to 
the  Cancer  Society. 

Seed  from  the  newer  Hems.  Only  the 
best  parents  used  for  these  crosses. 

Send  for  list  if  interested.  1  have  some 
excellent  seedlings  in  both  iris  and  hems 
for  sale. 

PRICES  VERY  REASONABLE. 

DR.  LEWIS  CLEVENGER 

HYBRIDIZER 

LOUISIANA  NATIVE  IRIS 
CROSS  LAKE 

IRIS  GARDEN 

HYBRIDIZER  AND  GROWER 

A  select  list  of  distinctive  varieties 
Price  List  upon  Request 

South  Lake  Shore  Drive  R.D.  4 

CUDCV/CPODT  IOIIICIAKJA 

The  Best  in  Louisiana  Irises 

featuring  introductions  by  Chowning, 
Clark,  Conger,  Dormon,  Kerper  and 
Smith,  S. 

SIDNEY  L.  CONGER 

609  S.  Hazel,  Arcadia,  La. 

orlKtV  trUKI  ,  LvJUIol/MNA 

EASY  BREEZE  GARDENS 

Growers  of 

"IRISES  OF  DISTINCTION" 

Jack  G.  Linse 

Route  3 — Box  20 1  - B  Yakima,  Wash. 
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SeCettweUd  &evtde*t<t 

VINCENNES,  INDIANA 

offer  an  extensive  list  of  bearded 
iris,  dwarf  to  tall,  Japanese,  Si¬ 
berian  and  Spuria  iris  and  hem- 
erocallis. 


FEATURING  THE 
INTRODUCTIONS 
OF  WALTER  BUSS 


Beautiful  color  catalog 
free  to  AIS  members. 
Address  Dept.  I. 


ELMHERST  GARDENS 

GROWERS  AND  HYBRIDIZERS  OF 
GUARANTEED  TOP  QUALITY  PLANTS. 

IRIS  —  HEMEROCALLIS 

P.O.  Box  575 

SAN  JACINTO,  CALIFORNIA 

ELOISE  GARDENS 

Choice  and  Distinctive  Iris 

WRITE  FOR  LIST 

Box  178  Inglewood,  Calif. 


Fairmount 

Gardens 

LOWELL,  MASSACHUSETTS 
Presents  1953  Introductions  of: 
EARL  WEIDNER 
H.  F.  HALL 
HAROLD  KNOWLTON 
EDWARD  WATKINS 
JESSE  WILLS 
GEDDES  DOUGLAS 
MRS.  MILTON  TRICHEL 
DR.  BROWN 

MRS.  THOMAS  NESMITH 

Catalog  20c 


FAY  GARDENS 

Orville  W.  Fay 

HYBRIDIZER  AND  GROWER 

Iris  and  Hemerocallis 

1522  ISABELLA  ST. 
WILMETTE,  ILLINOIS 


FLEUR  DE  LIS  GARDENS 

IRIS  &  HEMEROCALLIS 

C.  W.  TOMPKINS 
Hybridizer  and  Grower 

423  Casselman  Sioux  City  17,  Iowa 


EVANS  IRIS  GARDENS 

Visitors  Welcome 

6690  Wilson  Mills  Road,  Mayfield,  Ohio 

CATALOG  ON  REQUEST 
Mail  address:  Box  401  l-A, 
Cleveland  23,  Ohio 

WHITE  OAK  FARM 

Mrs.  Preston  E.  Corey's 
Iris  originations 

LIST  ON  REQUEST 
707  Pearl  St.,  Reading,  Mass. 


GREEN  THUMB  GARDENS 

GROWERS  OF 

Fine  Iris  &  Daylilies 

"MORE  PLANTS  FOR  LESS  MONEY" 

We  give  PREMIUMS 

P.  O.  BOX  142  824  GAMBRELL 

FORT  WORTH  15,  TEXAS 

Catalog  on  request 

Our  gardens  are  open,  visit  us  in  1952. 
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GROVELAND  GARDENS 

IRIS  AND  HEMEROCALLIS 

Select  Plants  •  Well  Grown 

WRITE  FOR  CATALOG 

HARRY  J.  PADDEN 

Route  3,  754  N.  Shaffer  St. 
Orange,  California 

LIST  OF  400 

TALL  BEARDED  IRIS— 

Write  for  free  catalog. 

Garden  Clubs  and  Iris  Societies 
get  our  iris  proposition. 

IRIS  TEST  GARDENS 

2307  Butterfield  Rd. 

YAKIMA,  WASHINGTON 

HOWE  GARDENS 

O.  R.  HOWE,  JR. 

GROWER  AND  HYBRIDIZER 

Hemerocallis  —  Iris 

Holliston,  Massachusetts 

IRIS  CITY  GARDENS 

THE  LOSEYS 

Choice  Washington  Grown 
Bearded  Iris 

Rt.  2,  Box  388B 

WALLA  WALLA,  WASH. 

KIRKPATRICK  GARDENS 

Iris  From  The  Round-Up  City 

PRICE  LIST  ON  REQUEST 

240  S.W.  3rd  St.,  Pendleton,  Oregon 

IRISDALE  GARDENS 

Mrs.  Frances  C.  Horton,  Prop. 

Outstanding  Collection — List  on  Request 

Dwarf,  Intermediate,  Tall  Bearded, 
Siberian 

528  W.  BRISTOL  ST.  ELKHART,  IND. 

LAMB  NURSERIES 

FINEST  IRIS 

RARE  ALPINES  NEW  PERENNIALS 

E.  101  Sharp,  Box  B,  Spokane  II,  Wash. 

LAWSON  IRIS  GARDENS 

Introductions  of  White-Eckels 
and  the  late  Mrs.  Lena  Lothrop 

FREE  CATALOG  OF  500  VARIETIES 

WATERMAN  CANYON 

Rt.  1,  Box  76,  San  Bernardino,  California 

1  R  1  S  N  O  L  L 

FRED  DE  FOREST 

Hybridizer  and  Grower 

Route  1  Monroe,  Oregon 

Free  Catalog  Sent  on  Request 

GILBERT  H.  WILD 
&  SON 

PEONIES,  IRIS  & 
HEMEROCALLIS. 

Sarcoxie,  Missouri 

Phone  269 

LeGRON  IRIS  GARDENS 

Visitors  Welcome 

FREE  CATALOG  OF  500  VARIETIES 
Tall  Bearded  Iris  a  Specialty 

C.  H.  LeGron,  Prop. 

2601  Glendale  Ave.  Toledo  14,  Ohio 
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LONGFIELD  IRIS  FARM 

Featuring  Cook,  Lapham,  Waters,  and 
Williamson  Introductions. 

IRIS  AND  HEMEROCALLIS 
BLUFFTON  INDIANA 

LOWRY  GARDENS 

Our  Iris  Introductions 

62  Walnut  Park,  Newton  58,  Mass. 
LIST  ON  REQUEST 

Lyon  Iris  Gardens 

NEW  AND  CHOICE  IRIS 
SPECIALIZING  IN  SPECIES 

Bearded — Douglasiana 
Louisiana — Spuria — Siberian 
Evansia  Iris  &  Hemerocallis 

Illustrated  catalog  upon  request 

7041  Woodman  Avenue 
VAN  NUYS,  CALIFORNIA 

For  the  Famous  Sass  Introductions 
IRIS— HEMEROCALLIS— PEONIES 

MAPLE  ROAD  GARDEN 

Sass  Bros.,  RFD  I,  Omaha,  Nebr. 


Maple  Valley  Iris  Gardens 

MRS.  C.  G.  WHITING 
Hybridizer  and  Grower  of  Fine  Iris 

MAPLETON  IOWA 

Color  Catalog  on  Request 


Landscape 
With  Iris 

Wonderful  flowers  from 
Washington's  Famous 
YAKIMA  VALLEY 

FREE  CATALOG  ON  REQUEST 

JOHN  H.  MARBLE 

Box  B,  Grandview,  Washington 


WALTER  MARX 
GARDENS 

BORING,  OREGON 

Our  annual  64  page  color  catalog  is  the 
ONE  AND  ONLY  CATALOG  IN  AMERI¬ 
CAN  THAT  OFFERS  ALL  TYPES  OF 
IRISES.  HIGO  STRAIN  of  JAPANESE, 
exotic  ONCOCYCLUS  and  REGELIAS, 
the  largest  listing  of  BULBOUS  SPECIES 
and  VARIETIES,  ALL  TYPES  OF  BEARDED 
and  BEARDLESS  including  RAREST  SPE¬ 
CIES  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  The 
1953  edition  features  I.  STOLONIFERA, 
I.  KOROLKOWI  VIOLACEA,  2  REGE- 
LIO-CYCLUS  HYBRIDS  and  5  GORGE¬ 
OUS  NEW  VARIETIES  of  JAPANESE 
IRIS.  In  addition  are  scores  of  other  color 
plates  to  acquaint  you  with  all  the  other 
types  of  iris.  We  also  offer  outstanding 
collections  of  DAYLILIES,  ORIENTAL 
POPPIES  and  CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 

Catalog  costs  25c 
deductible  from  first  order 


MELROSE  IRIS  GARDENS 

RT.  6,  BOX  424,  MODESTO,  CALIF. 

"Antique"  and  Ultra-Modern 
tall  beardeds 

Latest  Dutch  Iris  Introductions 
Catalog  on  request — sorry,  no  color 
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MILLIKEN  GARDENS 


385  West  Colorado  Street 
Arcadia  California 

IRIS— HEMEROCALLIS 

Catalog  in  Color  on  Request 

"Northern  Grown" 
PEONIES,  IRIS, 
HEMEROCALLIS 

MISSION  GARDENS 

TECHNY,  ILLINOIS 
(3  Mi.  North  of  Glenview.) 


NOVELTY  DAFFODILS 

There  are  few  bulbous  plants  as  satisfac¬ 
tory  as  Daffodils  for  associating  with 
your  Iris  planting.  Ours  is  one  of  the  best 
American  collections.  Write  for  our  cata¬ 
logue. 

GRANT  E.  MITSCH 

DAFFODIL  HAVEN  CANBY,  OREGON 


MORGAN'S  GARDENS 

LATEST  and  BEST  in 

BEARDED  IRIS 

8805  East  66th  St. 

Kansas  City  3,  Missouri 

NATIONAL  IRIS  GARDENS 

MRS.  HOWARD  WEED 

QUALITY  IRIS 

PRICES  ON  REQUEST 
Office  and  Gardens 
4475  S.  W.  Huber  Ave. 
BEAVERTON,  OREGON 


NORWOOD 

IRIS  GARDENS 

IRIS  —  DAYLILIES 

FREE  CATALOG  OF  OVER  500 
VARIETIES  SENT  UPON  REQUEST 
12049  Hailwood  Dr.,  El  Monte,  Calif. 


I  will  buy  your  surplus  iris  of 
late  introductions  if  priced 
right.  Also  Wabash,  Amigo, 
Frank  Adams  and  Tiffany. 

Send  your  list  and  approxi¬ 
mate  amounts. 

M..  OLIVER 

P.  O.  Box  86  Tyler,  Texas 


OZARK  IRIS  GARDENS 
Jack  Greer 

TALL  BEARDED  &  SIBERIAN  IRIS 
Catalog  on  Request 
OZARK,  ARKANSAS 


PALMER'S 

Mid-West  Display  Gardens 

CONSTANTINE,  MICH. 

Iris — Hemerocallis — Mums 

PRICES  ON  REQUEST 


PARADISE  GARDENS 
FOR  CLEAN,  HEALTHY 
IRIS  RHIZOMES 

True  to  name.  Splendid  varieties 

MRS.  J.  G.  CAVIN 

Route  I,  Box  375  Wapato,  Wash. 

New  American  Strain  of 
Japanese  Iris 

W.  A.  PAYNE 

R.  R.  3,  TERRE  HAUTE,  IND. 
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RAINBOW 

HYBRIDIZING  GARDENS 

Lloyd  Austin 

SPECIALIZING  IN  THE  UNUSUAL 

Oncos,  Regelias,  Oncogelias,  Colorful 
Oncobreds  and  Mohrs,  The  New  Fla¬ 
mingo  Pinks,  Autumn  and  Winter  Bloom¬ 
ers,  Iris  Oddities,  Dwarfs,  Border  Iris, 
Intermediates,  Table  Iris,  Beardless  and 
Tall  Bearded  Iris  in  wide  array. 

YEAR-ROUND  BLOOM 

Comprehensive  Iris  Manual  and  Supple¬ 
ment  on  culture  and  hybridizing  of  all 
types  of  Iris  available  with  orders. 

WRITE  FOR  WORLD'S  MOST 
INFORMATIVE  FULL  NATURAL-COLOR 
IRIS  CATALOG  OF  550  VARIETIES. 

Route  I  Placerville,  California 

ROE  NURSERY 

10371  N.  White  Road  ,  San  Jose,  Calif. 
Over  600  varieties  of  Iris 
Over  400  varieties  of  Mums 

(Many  of  my  own  introductions) 
Catalog  on  request  (no  color) 

SAUNA  FLOWER  FARMS 

Successor  to 
FAIR  CHANCE  FARM 

Beloit,  Kansas 

IRIS,  PEONIES 

Box  539  •  Salina,  Kansas 

SCHMELZER'S  GARDENS 

Finest  Washington  Grown 
Iris  and  Hemerocallis 

Please  note  NEW  ADDRESS 

731  Edgewood 
Walla  Walla,  Washington 

SHEYENNE  GARDENS 

Ruth  M.  and  Martin  Johnson 
growers  &  hybridizers 

WEST  FARGO,  N.  DAKOTA 


SCHREINER'S 

GARDENS 

IRIS  &  DAYULIES 

Send  25c  for  catalog  showing  100 
kinds  in  beautiful  natural  color. 
Featuring  the  Stevens'  New  Zea¬ 
land  Iris  and  latest  Schreiner  seed¬ 
lings. 

R.  2,  BOX  327K  SALEM,  OREGON 


Syllmar  Gardens 

ELMA  MIESS 

Grower  and  hybridizer  of 

FINE  IRIS  AND  HEMEROCALLIS 

12982  Borden  Ave. 

SAN  FERNANDO,  CALIFORNIA 

Catalog  in  color  on  request 

TELL’S 

IRIS  GARDEN 

691  East  8th  North,  Provo,  Utah 

OFFERS 

The  World's  Finest  Iris  Varieties 
and  New  Introductions. 

Write  for  our  Hybridizer's  Handbook  and 
Catalog,  complete  with  pedigrees,  25c 
deductible  from  your  first  order. 
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REGIONS  AND  REGIONAL  VICE-PRESIDENTS 


Region  1 — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecti¬ 
cut  and  Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Geo.  H.  Pride,  67  West  St.,  Worcester, 
Mass. 

Region  2 — Upper  New  York.  Mrs.  C.  M.  Zirbel,  Box  303,  Dryden,  N.Y. 

Region  3 — Pennsylvania  and  Delaware.  Mrs.  Wallace  J.  White,  401 
5th  Avenue  Juniata,  Altoona,  Penna. 

Region  4 — Maryland,  District  of  Columbia,  Virginia  and  West  Virginia. 
Mrs.  F.  S.  Perkins,  2132  Laburnum  Ave.,  S.W.,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Region  5 — North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Florida.  Mrs. 
Isabelle  Bowen  Henderson,  213  Oberlin  Rd.,  Raleigh,  N.C. 

Region  6 — Michigan,  Ohio  and  Indiana.  Mr.  Jay  C.  Ackerman,  1526 
Drexel  Rd.,  Lansing  15,  Mich. 

Region  7 — Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama  and  Mississippi.  Mr.  Carl 
Carpenter,  115  E.  19th  St.,  Owensboro,  Kentucky. 

Region  8 — Wisconsin  and  Minnesota.  Mrs.  William  Peterson,  3731 
Oliver  Avenue  North,  Minneapolis  12,  Minnesota. 

Region  9 — Illinois.  Mr.  Hubert  Fischer,  Route  3,  Hinsdale,  Ill. 

Region  10 — Louisiana.  Mrs.  Milton  (Lillian  Hall)  Trichel,  811  Kirby 
PL,  Shreveport  54,  La. 

Region  11 — Montana,  Idaho  and  Wyoming.  Mrs.  Ralph  S.  Nelson,  906 
Foster  Ave.,  Coeur  D’Alene,  Idaho. 

Region  12 — Utah,  Arizona  and  New  Mexico.  Mr.  M.  D.  Naylor,  1484 
Yale  Ave.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Region  13 — Washington  and  Oregon.  Mr.  Bennett  C.  Jones,  5635  S.W. 
Boundary  St.,  Portland  19,  Ore. 

Region  14 — Northern  California  and  Nevada.  Mrs.  Sydney  Mitchell, 
633  Woodmont  Ave.,  Berkeley  8,  Calif. 

Region  15 — Southern  California.  Mrs.  Otto  Stuetzel,  8239  Topanga 
Canyon  Blvd.,  Canoga  Park,  Calif. 

Region  16 — Canada.  Mrs.  Wm.  McCann,  1  Queen  St.,  North,  Thorold, 
Ontario,  Canada. 

Region  17 — Texas.  Miss  Willie  Birge,  3313  Perry  Lane,  Austin,  Texas. 

Region  18 — Missouri  and  Kansas.  Mr.  P.  M.  Petersen,  5400  Euclid  Ave., 
Kansas  City  4,  Mo. 

Region  19 — New  Jersey,  New  York.  Mrs.  Kenneth  D.  Smith,  Benedict 
Rd.,  Dongan  Hills,  Staten  Island  4,  N.Y. 

Region  20 — Colorado.  Mr.  LeMoine  J.  Bechtold,  1543  Champa,  Denver, 
Colo. 

Region  21 — Iowa,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota  and  South  Dakota.  Mrs. 
B.  E.  Ellis,  118  N.  Sheridan  Ave.,  Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

Region  22 — Arkansas  and  Oklahoma.  Miss  Eleanor  Hill,  1633  E.  22nd 
St.,  Tulsa,  Okla. 


0  0  0 


AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY 

Reprint  of  Registrations 

from  Bulletin  No.  122,  July,  1951;  Bulletin  No.  126, 
July,  1952;  Bulletin  No.  129,  April,  1953  in  one 
volume . 50^ 

★ 

Handbook  for  Judges 

as  reprinted  from  Bulletins  129  and  130. . 50^ 

★ 


A 


meric  an 


^ocieh 


y 


FRANKLIN  ROAD 
RRENTWOOD,  TENN. 


